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REPORT 
OF THE 


COMMITTEE OF ‘THE 


Indian Mining Federation 
For the year ended 31st December 1969. 


I, ENTRODUCTION 


In pnirstiance of the provision laid down in Article 14 of the 
Articles of Association of the Indian Mining Federation, the 
Committee of the Federation submits herein to the members. 
their Annual Report for the year ending 31st December, 1989. 


A, Tre Costtrrer 


The Executive Committee for the year 1969 was elected 
at the Annual General Meeting of the Federation held on 
19 March 1969, The Committee was constituted as under: 


A. Eteeren room Meeers or Cyrncory ‘A’ 
i Sri M. Sen Gupta (Messrs, East Bokaro Colliery), 
3. Sri Sudhindranath Mukherjee (Messrs. Palasis Colliery). 


3 Sn Subhendranath Mookherjee (Messrs. Royal 
Kusunda Colliery), 


(2) 


B Exeernw reo Mesmers of Carecoums “Ba °C’ 


1. Sri B. 1D. Sharma (Messrs. Moira; Samla Manderbont 
and Khas Badjna Collieries}, 


2. Sri B, S, Shethia (Messrs. New Satgram and New 
Majri Collieries). 


3. Sri Babulal M. Varma (Messrs. Bastacolla Colliery). 


4. Sti Dey Coomar Singhi (Messrs, The Jhagrakhand 
Collieries Private Lrd:), 


5. Sti A. N. Mookherjce (Messrs: Lower Kenda Colliery). 


6, Lalu Inder Mohan Thapar (Messrs. Bhowra, Pootkee, 
Amlabad, Kankance, Budjna. Madhuband, Kamp- 
rec, Real Jambed, Central Sournda and New 
‘Tervurya Collicries), 


3. Sri fi C. Worah (Messrs, Sendra Bansjora, East 
Nimeha, Kendwadih, Madhujore and Angarpathra 
‘Callicries}, 


8. Sri Manmohan Kakar (Messrs. Ramnagar and Rajhara 
‘Colfieries), 


5. Sri Nath! Bhuwalka (Messrs. Kajors. Selected 
Colhery). 


jo, Sti Niemal Kumar Jain (Messrs. Chapui Khas and 
Maheshpur Collicries). 


ri, Sri EK. Nag (Messrs. East Baraboni and Nag’s 
Kajera Joambad Coalliericst. 


Priramial A. Ghanchani (Messrs, Central & Lower 
Jombad Kajora. Pure Kajora, Sinilpur, East Sitalpur 
and Parascole Collieries). 





iz. “Sri 
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13 Sti S&B. Goenka (Messe. Selected Kajora Jambad 
Colliery). 


44 Sri'S. D. Neotia (Messrs. Samla-Chatrrisgonda, Kendra, 
| Rammnigar and Jaipuria Kajora Collicrics): 


15 Sri S. K. Saraogi (Messrs, Gonshadih, Atkusa South, 
Burragarh and Kustore Collierics), 


16. Sri Sriram Goenka (Messrs: Sti Amrirnagar Selected 
Colliery), 


47. Sti V. K- Podilar (Messrs. Parasea, South Parasea anil 
Krishnattagar Collicrics}, 


In pursuance of the provision of Article 26 (ii), SH 
Mulchand C. Parekh and Sri Khagendranath Dutt were com 
opted as members of the Executive Committee. 


ori S: N. Mullick wigs ce-opted asa member of the Exe 
cutive Committee for the year 1969 to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of Si M. Sen Gupta, ) 


Ata meeting of the Commitee held on 24 March i969 the 
following were nominated as President and Honorary Sccre- 
tary of the Ranigany Branch Executive and as such became 
exafhicio members of the Committee: 


i. Ranigany Branch Executive : 


Sri NW. B. Lall Singha, President. 
So Dhajudhari Mondal, Honorary Secretary. 


AD a meeting of the Commitiee helt on 17 April ig6o. 
Sri Dineneiranath Dash was nominated ax Honorary Secretary 
of the Jharia Branch Executive and as euch became’ excatficto 
member of the Committee. 


[) 4) 


During the year under review the Committee of the 
Federation held twentyone Ordinary Meetings and nine 
Exigenty Meetings as against twentyfour Ordinary Meetings. 
and nine Exigency Meetings held in 1968: 


The Federation issued 210 circulars to ity members during 
the year tinder review as against 263 in 1968. In addition to 
above it issued 120 circulars co ins Committee Members: aa 
against $36 circulars in 1968. 


B. Etecrion or Orrick Bearers: 


At an Ordinary Meeting of the newly-elected Committee 
held on 24 Match 1969, Sri V, K. Poddar, Sri H. N, 
Mookherjee and Sn P. K. Nag were reelected Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman and Jr. ViecChairmin respectively of the 
Federation for the year 1969. 


C. Beasct Exretuptves axp Coaceiein Coymorresrs: 
At the Ordinary Meeting of ‘the Goinmittee held on 


t7 Apml i9f, the following Branch Executives and Coalfield 
Consitaittons were constituted for the year iW6q: 


. fhana Branch Execytice : 


Sn J. S. Grewal, Member. 
Sri 5, S Mukherjee, 
Sn Subhendranath Mookherjee, . 
Si PO Mukherjee, I 
Sti S. L. Baga, ‘ 
Sci Shyaméundar Kejriwal, ‘e 





a 
2. Jharia Coalfield Committee: 


Sri B, N. Dash, Member. 
Sri S. N. Bose, m 
Sri Sankar Jopar. - 
Sri B. N. Bagchi. - 
Sn Chandra Kanta Worah, -- 
Sri Shyamsundar Kejriwal, - 
Sn §. K. Samanta, “ 
Sri B. M. Agarwalla, ” 
Thakur Ramratan Singh, " 
ori A, Mewar, * 
Sn -J. R. Sharma, = 
Sri Bogilal Shah, ; 
Sri A. B. Gupta, e 


sri N. N. Banerjee, " 
Sri Dinendtanath Dash, Honorary Secretary. 


3 Ramgany Branch Executive : 


Sri 'N, (B. Lall Singha, President 
Sri R. Biswas, Member. 
Sri P. S. Lall Singha, " 
Sri Pundarikakshya Mondal, “ 
Sri B. 5. Gupta. < 
Sri T. D. Tripathi, " 
Sri R. B. Bansal. " 
Sti Jabban Singh, " 


Sri Dhajadhari Mondal, Honorary Secretary. 


(6; 


¢. Ratmganj Coalfield Committee; : 


Soi D. PL Swaika, Member. 
Sti Mansuklal ‘T. Pathak, J 

Sn SM. Goenka, A 

Sr 5. D. Mukherjee. “ 

Sri P. R. Ghosh, . 

Sn R.°G. Bidasarin, . 

Sri Sujit Nag, en 

Sri M. Li. Goenka, os 

Sri J. NN. Gupta, i. 

Sri M. H. Jaghani 
Si G, D: Parmar, -- 

Sn I, M. Samanta, — 
Sri Sitaram Bhuwalka, ¢ 

Sti RD. Jindal, - 

Sri N. L. Kishan, 

Sn R. C. Patel. - 

Sri K. 0. Chanchani, i 

Sn P. N. Chaturvedi, . 

Sri Dhajadhari Mondal, Honorary Secretary. 





5 MugmaRarakar Coalfield Commitice : 


Sti D. Mandal, President J 


~ 


tv 7>)) 


Sri §. EK. Palit, Member 
Sri N; Banerjee, in 
Sri Sudhindranath Mokherjee, 1‘ 
Sri Hansmukh Chanchani, = 
Sri Haris Chandra Sammi, . 
Sri 5. K. Roy, . 
Sri Ri N. Mondal, 4 
Sri B. D, Pathak, a 
Sri B. N. Mukherjee, Honorary Secretary. 


6. Katras Coalfield Committee - 


Sri S. L. Bagda, President. 
Sn Rasikla] Pathak, Member 
Sri ¥. M. Ruparalia, f 
Sri K, RK. Dutt, Rs 
Sr N. Mukherjee. ‘Honorary Secretary. 


>. Pench & Chanda Coalfield Committee : 


Sri Jamnadas Daga, President 
Rai Bahadur Seth Shreeram Durgaprosad, Member 
Sn Upen Chanchani, - 
Sri M. R. Trivedi, ” 
Sri D. L. Khanjade, = 
Sri S. Balagopal, Honorary Secretary. 


8 Korea & Rewa Coalfield Committee : 


so K. N. Srivastava, President 


-Sri R. 8, Gulati, " 
Sn D. P. Agarwalla, Honorary Secretary. 


D. sUB-OMMITTES : 


‘The following Sub-Committees were constirurd from 
time to time during the year to deal with the subjects noted 
against them: 


(a) Sub.Committe to take necessary action in the 
Retrenchment Compensation in the event of 
Closure of Mines: 


Sri V. K. Poddar, 

Sri AH. N. Mookberjec, 
Sri P, K. Nag, 

So M. C. Parckh, 

Sri S$. B. Goenka, 

Sri B. S$; Shethia. 


Soon of te oP 


jb) SubCommittee to conader the proposed Sympo- 
sium on the Coal Mining Industry ; 


a. Sci V. EK. Poddar. 

. Si H. N. Mookherjec, 
Sti P. RK. Nag, 

Sri 5. B. Goenka, 

Si B.S. Shethia. 


ry + + 
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{c) Sub-Commitiee to consider the Royalty on Coal on 
Tonnage Basis: 


Sn V. 1K, Poddar, — 
Sri H. N. Mookherjee, 
Sri P. K. Nag, 

Sri M. C. Parekh, 

Sri B. M. Varma, 

Sri Manmohan Kakar. 


At hy fs 


The Conwmittee constituted the fellowmg permanent sub- 
committees to consider the problems noted against each: 


L. Sub-Committee on Future Planning, Finances & 
Admunstrative matter : 
:. Sri V. Ke Poddar, Chairman—Convencr. 
Sri S$. B. Goenka, 
Sn Babulal M. Varma, 
Sri Pritamlal A. Chanchani, 
Sri K. N. Dutt, 
Si B. & Sherhia, 
Sri M. M. Kakar, 
Sn 5. K. Saraogi, 
Si J. C, Worah, 
io Sri Sriram Goenka. 


a 


eo ws 


Ii Sub-Commitice on Matters pertaining to Transport 
and State of West Bengal (Royalty, Law & Order, 
Mining Leases, Taxes, etc.) : 


1, Sc Pritamlal A: Chanchani—Convener, 
2, Sri S. B. Goenka, 


1 Ah + 
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Sri Babulal M. Varma, 


Sri EK. N. Durr, 
Sn Snoram Goenka, 


| Si D.C. Singhi, 


Si M. C.. Parekh. 


HI, Sab-Commitice on Cokine Coal & Matters: pertain. 
ing to State of Bihar: 


i. 
4. 
+ 
Se 


Sri S. Ky Saraogi Convener, 
Sri 1. M. Thapar or his nomince, 

Sri Babulal M. Varma, 

Sri Pritamlal A. Chanchani, 

Sri J. C. Worah. 


IV. SubCommittee on Matters pertaining to Problenis 
relating to Outlying Coalfields & States of Madh ya 
Pradesh and Maharashira : 


t. 
> 
4. 
a 


Sri M, M. Kakar Convener, 
Sri B. & Shethia, 

Sti D. C. Singhi, 

Sri B. D. Sharma. 

Sri Jj. C. Worah., 


V. Sub-Committee on Labour Laws and Welfare : 


i. 
= 
3 
+ 


Sri K. N. Dutt Convener, 
Sri N. B. Lall Singha, 

Sri Mulchand C. Parekh, 

Sri §: 8, Goenka, 


mi } 


Sn S. N: Mhillick, 

Sno B,D. Sharma, 
Sri |. 5. Grewal, 

Si PN. Chaturvedi. 


Pe ua 


VI. SubCommitice on Financial Laws, Taxation & 
Levies: 

Sq B. S. Shethia Convener. 

Sri S..B. Goenka, 

Sri M.-C, Parekh, 

Sri 5. KE, Saraogi. 

Sn K. N. Jain, 

Sri P. R. Mahadevan. 


ith SS Ge Ps 


VU. Sub-Committee on Matters pertaring to Coal Board 
and Coal Controllers Organization : 
1. Sri H. N. Mookherjee, Vice-Chairman— 
Convener,. 

2, Sri Mulchand C. Parekh, 

Sri 5. B. Goenka, 

Sri Pritamial A. Chanchani, 

Sri K. N. Dutt, 

Sri Sriram Goenka, 

Sri R. RK. Dabriwalla, 


Soe ee 


Vill. Sub-Commitice on Actvising & Liason with Field’ 


Conuntitees ; 
i. Sri P. K. Nag, Jr. Vice-Chairman— 


Convener,. 
2. Sri D. Mondal, | 


¢ 2 3 


4. Sri Sudhindranath Mukherice, 
3) on Vijay Shethin. 


IX. Subtiommittee on Soft Coke and Hard Coke: 
1. Sri Subhendranath Mookherjee— 
Convener, 
3. Sri Dhajadhari Mondal, 
3. Sri D. N. Dash, 


X. SubCommnutice on Market Research & Promotion = 


1. Sn Sriram Goenka Convener, 
: Sri B. MoM, Varma, 

3 Sri Sudhindranath Mukherjec, 

4. Sri M. M. Kakar. 

5. Sri Vijay Shethia, 

6 So M. D. Varma, 


Sri B. P.. Doshi. 


~I 
e 


XI, Sub-Commitier on Mining Laws & Technical 
Matters : 


i. SricS. N.. Mullick Convener, 
=. Sri J, 5. Grewal, 

3 «Sti Jabban Singh, 

4. Sri R. K. Goenka, 

x. St RK. C. Patel, 

6 Sr RK. Biswas. 


ta) 


E. Fepenstion’s Representatives ox Com™Mirrres 





AND. Pusuc Bo 
RerveseNTATION 


During the period covered. by thie Report, the following 
members represented the Federation on the various Com- 
mittees: and public bodies mentioned against their names: 


1. Asansol Mines Board oj Health ; 


Sri J. N. Mookhorjec. 
Sri N. 8, Lall Singha. 


be 
oy 


Asansol Planning Organization: Roads Committee : 
Sri Pritamilal A. Chanchani. 
3. Asansol Leprosy Rehef AsociatiowCentral Leprosy 
Board ; 
Sri T. P. Singh. 


¢ Advisory Comminee on Stowing ; 
Lala | M. Thapar. 


Advisory Committee for the Coal Survey Stations 
under the Central Fuel Research Institute + 


fry 


(i) (Coal Survey Station, Raniganj—Sri S. N, Mullick. 
fii) Coal Survey Station, Jharia—Sn N. Mukherjee. 


(iii) Coal Survey Stanon, Ranchi—Lala Dharam Vir 
Dhir, 


(iv) Coal Survey Station, Bilaspur—Sri K. N. 
Srivastaviz. 


Ng 


40. 


ir. 
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(v) Coal Survey Station, Nagpur—Sri Raj Sarani. 


(vi) Coal Survey Station, Jorhar—Sri S N. Mullick. 


All-India Orgenization of Employers > 

Sri Nirmal Kumar Jain. 
ilocation of Coking Coal Jor Steel Plants and 
Washenes : Standing Committee : 

Jom! Working Commitiee’s representative : 

Lala Inder Mohan Thapar, 

Sri S. K. Saraogi—Alcernate Membr. 


‘Bihar State India Productivity Year tot Committee, 


Paina: 
Sri Pritamlal A. Chanchani. 


Behar, (Jharca & Mugma) Coalfield SibCommitice + 


Sri N. Mukherjee, 


Board of Examiners. under the Boiler Attendants! Rule » 
Sri 3. N. Mullick, 
Board of Mining Engineering under the State Cored 


for Engincering and Technical Education, West 
Bengal ; 


Sri V. K.. Poddar. 

Coal Advisory Council : 
Sri V. K. Poddar, 

Coal Advisory Council: Standing Committer : 
Sri ¥. RK Poddar, 


PEP 


ri, 


18. 


iy 
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Coal Advisory Council: Commitice on Transport & 
Distribution : 

Sri Prittmlal A, Chanchani. 
Coal Advisory Council: Committee on Productivity 
and Modernization of Mines : 

Sri S, N, Mullick, 
Coal Mines Labour Welfare Fund Advisory Com- 
mite, Dhanbad : 

Sri N. B. Lall Singha. 
Coal Mines Labour Welfare Fund Advisory Com- 
mittee: Coalfield SubCommitiee for Chanda & 


Kamptee Areca (Mlaharashtra Coaifield 
Sub-Committee) : 


Jot Working Commitice’s representative ; 
Si 3. Lb, Daga—Principal representative: 
Sri G, Srinivasan—Altemate _,, 
Coal Mines Provident Fund—Board of Trustees: 
Sri S. K. Saraogi, 
Cenient Distribution Committee > 
Sn V. KR. Poddar. 
Central’ Hostel Committee for Gorakhpur and other 
Labour : 
Sri N. B. Lall Singha. 
Goal Mines Labour Housing Board ; 
$n Pritamlal A. Chanchani, 





22. 


23. 


3h 


€ 16 ) 
Commitice for Employment in Mines (Manganese, 
Gypsum, Barytes and Botixite): 
Si Dev Coomar Singhi. 


Dhanbad ©& District Leprosy Relief Association > 

So A. C. Banerjee. 
Divisional Railway Users’ Consultateue Committee, 
Dhanbad : 

Sri J. 5S. Grewal, 
Divisional Railway Users’ Consultative Committee, 
Aldra : 

Sri S. B. Goenka. 
Divisional Railway Users’ Consultative Committee, 
Bilaspur = 

Sri Dev. Coomar Singhi. 


. Distance Committee on Employment, Dhanbad : 


Sri N. Mukherjee. 
Eastern Ritilway Zonal Railway Users’ Consultative 
Compnittec | 
Sri-S. B. Goenka. 
Employment Advisory Committee for the Coalfieid 
Employment Exchange at Ranigany & Sitarampur; 
‘Sri Dhajadthari Mondal, 
Employment Advisory Committee, Dhanhad = 
Sri Subhendranath Mookherjece. 


af 


aa 
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Explosives Committee ; 
Sri P. K. Nag. 


. General Commmtice of the Asansol Health and Baby 


Sri M. N. Datta, 


Gorakhpur Labour Committee: 


Sri Dev Coomar Singhi. 


Hosjntal Committee for the Central Hospital, Asansol 
and Regional Hospital, Chora and T, B. Clinic, 
Searsole ; 

Sri N, B. Lall Singha. 
Hospital Committee, Dhanbad, Regional Hospitals, 
Tisra, Katras and the T..B. Clinic, Katras: 


Sci Dinenidranath Dash. 


indian School of Mines Society, Dhanbad : 
Sri SN. Mullick. 
Indian Standards Institution : 


(a) Explosives and Pyrotechnics Sectional Committee, 
CDC gr: 


Sri S$. N. Mullick. 
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(6) Composiion of Terminology and Classification of 
Coal Sub-Committee, CDC 14242 


SriS, N, Mullick, 

(¢) Composition of Panel for Tracing Cloth, 
CETDC 3;P4: 
Sri 5. N, Mullick, 


Import Licence Screening Committee : 
sn B.C, Shah, 


hana Telephone Advisory Committee : 

Sti Pritumlal A, Chanchani. 
Joint Planning Wing oj Heavy Engineering Corpora- 
Hon Lid, and Coal Mining Machinery Plant; 

Joint Working Committee's representative : 

Sri -S; N. Mullick. 
Joint Purchase Advisory Committee for the Supply 
of Footwear to the Colliery Workers - 

Sri B.S. Shethia, 
Local Commitice for Workers’ Education in the 
Region of Asansol : . 

Sri EH. Ny. Mookherjec. 
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Madhya Pradesh Coalfield SubsCommittec ; 


Sri D. D, Diddee. 


Mineral Advisory Board: 


Sri V_ K, Poddar. 


. Mining Board for West Bengal and Assam: 


Sri B. N. Banerjec. 


Mining Education Advisory Board for West Bengal : 


Sri 5. N, Mullick, 


National Council for Safety in Mites : 


Sri S. NL Mullick. 


Port Import Advisory Committee : 


Sri J. K. Jain, 


Railways and Collienes Advisory Bowrd, Dhanbad : 
Sri Dinendranath Dash, 
Sri Krishan D. Chanchani. 
Si Subhendranath Mookherjec. 
Sri M, N. Datta. 
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Standing Commitice on Raw Materials for the Steel 


Fradti sisitry ; 
Lala Inder Mohan Thapar. 

State Apprenticeship Council, West Bengal : 
Sri M. Das. 


Sk John Ambulance Assoeiation, Dhonbad-Jlaria 
Coalfield Centre, Dhanbad: 


Sri Subhendiranath Mookherjce, 


Staly Group to evolee a procedure for Jomt Sampling 
of coal at destination : 


Lala Inder Mohan Thapar, 


Technical Cammitice on Verification of Coal Tubs by 
Weights and Measures Inspectors 


Sti Babulal M. Varma. 


Tripartite Committee to go tnie all aspects of Supply 


of Protective Footovar to Workers employed in. Coal 


Mines : 


Sri S. N, Mullick. 


West Bengal Coalficlds SubComypnitice : 


West Bengal State Industrial Peace Committee for 
the Industrial Area of the District of Burdwan : 
Sn Pritamlal A. Chanchani. 
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‘fri. 3, Lall Singha continued to represent the Federa- 
tion on the above Committers, the report on the activities 


of which for the year 1969, aa received trom him, is given 
below : 


The year 1969 was the Silver Jubilee year of the Coal 
Mines Welfare Organization which celebrated its Jubilee in 
a modest manner, The Celebrations were inaugurated by 
Shri Jaieukh-lal Math, Union Minister for Labour, Employ- 
ment and Rehabilitation, ot 8th January to6y when he per- 
formed the foundation stone-laying ceremony of the additio- 
mil soo bedded wing for children, muterniry and isolation 
cases attached to the Central Hospital, Dhanbad, builr at a 
cost of Rs, 5.25 lakhs, with a recurring expenditure of about 
Res; 4 lakhs per annum, 


Only two mectings of the Advisory Committee were held 
during the year. 


During the period under report the Organization speci- 
ally concentrated upon water supply schemes 0 as to mect 
the basic need of the colliery workers. 


A short review of the activities of the Organization ander 
its various schemes is given below: — 


BUnckr ESTIMATES: 


Asregards the hiudger estimates, the Committee approved 
of the revised cetimates for to6-70 tj the extent of the 
sanctioned amount of Rs. 349.81 lakhs out of the General 
Welfare Account and Rs. 181.91 lakhs on account of housing. 
The Committee alto approved the Budget Estimates for 
197071 and recommended a total expetiditure of Re, 270.52 
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lakhs from the General Welfare Account and Ks, 173.40 
lakhs from the Housing Account. Taking into account the 
financial situation of the Fund, particularly thar of the 
‘General Welfare Account, the Committee decided to set up 
a Special Committee of 6 persons, with Coal Mines Welfare 
Commissioner as ite Chairman, to go mro the various aspects 
of the management of financial resources of the Fund and 
make suitable recommendations to show how best the Pune 
should conduct its affairs in furure paying special attention 
to such economies which must be achieved. The Special _ 
Committee wat wo ‘submit its report within sixty days of its 
heing constituted. 


MeEnIcat. FACILITIES : 


All the medical institutions established by the Organi. 
Zation continued to function satisfactorily, The O.P.D. of 
the Regional Hospital. Ramagundam, started function during 
the year and attempts were being made to start the indoor 
department of the hospital very soon, Proposals for improve- 
ments of some of the departments of the Central Hospital, 
Dhanbad, sich as pathology, radiology, eye and E.N.T,, 
anaesthesia and O-T. etc. also remained under examination. 





Proposal for air-conditioning the Operation Theatre Block 
of Central Hospital, Kalla, Asansol, was approved. A token 
provision was made in the budget estimates for 1970-71 for 
coustruction of a Cancer Block at Central Hospital, Kalla, 
Asansol, A sum of Rs, 40,000/- only a¥ recommended by 
the Finance Sub-Committee was approved for providing auto- 
matic main-failure generating set for Central Hospital, Kalla, 
Asansol, A proposal fer supply of spectacles and dentures 
free of cost for the tse of the coal miners, who were involved 
in accidents in mines, from the Coal Mines Labour Welfare 
Fund ‘was approved. 
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A Special Committee was formed to consider the proposai 
for gradual expansion of the capacity of two Central Hospital 
at Dhanbad and Asansol ro the proposed Soo beds according 
to the phased programme of the Master Plan and to keep in 
abeyance construction of more Central Hospitals in the ligeht 
of this development. 


During the last financial year eniled in March 1969 ahout 
27000 patients and ahout 1,24,000 patients got indoor and our 
‘door treatment at each of the Central Hospitals at Dhanbad 
and Asansol. 


The Advisory Committce also considered the policy in 
regard to setting up more regional hospitals in coalfield areas 
and for expansion of existing medical instinutions and decided 
that the aforesaid Sub-Committee should go into details and 
submur its recommendations. in this regard to the Committee. 


‘The Committee considered the proposal for extension of 
free-medical facilities to the colliery employees getting a pay 
upto Rs. 730/- per month from the medical institutions of 
the Fund and appointed a Sub-Committee to go into the 
matter and sce that persons who used to get the benefiws before 
the Wage Board award were not deprived of the facilities 
and, if so, the ceiling limit should be raised. 


FAMILY PLANNING : 


Extensive propaganda for making people aware of the 
need for family planning was one of the most important 
activities of the family planning department of the Organiza- 
tion, The family planning unit arranged mass and group 
meetings in order to educate people about the advantages of 
family planning. Lectures and film shows on family planning 
works were also arranged at different collicries all over the 
coalfield areas. Vasectomy camps were also organized at 
different collieries all over the coalfield arcas. 
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Free advice on family planning continued to be given 
andl contraceptives supplied free of cost to all colllery workers 
at the Fund's Medical Institutions, Some urban and rural 
family planning clinics were also opened. The scheme for 
payment of grantsin-aid to colliery owners for family plann- 
ing work continued to function, 


In onder to assess the work done on family planning a 
team of officers, consisting of Dr. HP, Banerjee, Asst, Com- 
missioner (F.P.) of the Government of India, Dr. N. K. Basu, 
Regional Director, Family Planning Eastern Zone, Calcutta, 
and Dr. A. K. Deb, Addl. Director of Health Services (F-P.) 
of Government of West Bengal, visited the colliery arcas in 
the Raniganj Coalfield and were very much impressed. by the 
work done in this regard, The team also made certain sug- 
pestions for opening a few more well-equipped Family 
Planning Units in these areas, 


ANTEMALAMIA sécTION: Spraying & Filaria Survey: 


The Anti-Malaria Section of the Organization continued 
ite work throughout the year m the form of spraymg of wall 
‘surface, clean weeding. drainage and cling etc, Blood smears 
of fever cases were collected in different coalfields ond 
examined to study the degree of parasitamin. 


Filana Survey; Anti-larval work to prevent culicine 
breedings in the form of clean weetling, drainage and oiling 
was carried Out all over the coalfield areas at usual, 


T. B. Facteities: 


The Domiciliary T.B. treatment scheme which was in- 
troduced in all the coallields in the country was working 
sausfactorily. A total number of t2g5 scutes have been pro- 
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vided under the scheme and a total number of nearly 2500 
mew patients are getting the advantage of the scheme annually, 


The scheme of payment of subsistence allowance to 
dependents of T, B. patients, who were undergoing treatment 
in the beds provided for and reserved by the Fund, continued 
to funcnon, 


Under the above two schemes subsistence allowance was 
sanctioned to a total number of 666 cases upto June 1969- 


WatTER-SUPPLY SCHEME: 


In order to solve the drinking water problem in the coal- 
fields, the Coal Mines Welfare Organization is giving subsidy 
to the colliery owners for water-supply schemes and sinking 
surface wells, 


A. brief review of the watersupply schemes in the coal- 
fields is given below: 


fa) Dasonan Rt-orcanmanion scueme: This scheme 
estimated to cost Rs. 75 lakhs has been taken up for implemen- 
tation by the Jharia Water Board with substantial financial 
assistance from the Coal Mines Welfare Fund. Almost all the 
collieri¢s in the Jharia Coalfield will be covered by this scheme. 
Our of the estimated cost of Rs. 75 lakhs the Coal Mines Wel- 
fare Organization has offered to pay a-sum of Rs. 40,37,500 
by way of the grants-in-aid and Rs, 14,62,300 by way of loan 
to the Jharia Water Board for implementation of the above 
scheme. So far the Organization has paid to the Jhana 
Water Board a sum of Rs, 20,86,000/-in the shape of grants- 
in-aid and Rs. 12 lakhs in the shape of loan. The scheme was 
reported to have been compleated to the extent of 45%. 
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{b) WaATER-SUPPLY SCHEMR AT SOUTH KANANPURA GROUP 


A scheme prepared by the Narional Coal Development 
Corporation Lrd. for their South Karanpura group of collieries 
wad completed by the colliery management, 


(c) WATER SUPPLY SCEMY AT LaIKDUT DEEP COLLIERY. 


A scheme prepared by M/s, Andrew Yule & Co, for their 
Chanch Colliery was completed. 


(d) INTEGRATED WATEM SUPPLY SCHEME FOR RANICAN] COALFIELD. 


A scheme estimated to cost Rs. 3.54,00000/- (for the. 1st 
part of the scheme) for supply of water to collieries In the 
Raniganj Coalfield as prepared by the Government of West 
Rengal has been considered by the Coal Mines Welfare 
Organization and a sum of Rs, 6o lakhs was paid to them 
towards its implementation, The scheme was reported to 
have been completed to the extent of 60%,. 





(Q Warer-surecy sciteme oF s/s. SHAW WALLACE & 
CO, LTD, OF PENCH VALLEY COALFIELD, 





This Scheme is for Rs, 3,72,632/-. The scheme has been 
completed. A som of Rs. 1.48,567/- was paid to the colliery 
company. The company has submitted a supplementary 
claim for Rs..2,:6.924/- for extension of the scheme. A sum 
Rs. 47,000/- was paid to the colliery for an extender 
scheme of water supply. 
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(E) INTRGHATED WATER-SUTT'LY SCHEME AT BANKI SURA 
RACHAR, RGHBA & #ISKAMPUK 


The National Coal Development Corporation: have sub- 
mitted the scheme estimated to cost Rs 55 lnkhs. The 
scheme was completed. 


(2) WATE SUPPLY SCHEME AT ROTHAGUDIUM COLLIERIES, 


M/s: Singareni Colleries. Co, Ltd. have submitted 
Rs, 3.98000/- representing 20%) of the estimaved cost was 
sanctioned and paid to the colliery co. 


(i) Water-supply scheme at Belampali: 


M/s, Singareni Colliery Co, have submitted the scheme 
estimated to cost Rs. 4.86,430/- The scheme was under 
scrutiny. 


fii) In addition to the above scheme. the following emer- 
gency water-supply schemes submitted by M/s, Bird & Co. 
have been approved and 25%, of the estimated cost of each 
of the schemes was paid to callicry co, :— 


(a) Mudidih Colliery estimated to cost Rs. 98,703/- 
(b) Katras Colliery. estimated to cost Rs. 86,773.45 
(¢) Loyahad Colliery estimated to cost Rs, 37,637-78 
(id) Saltore Colliery estimated to cost Rs. 32,584.06 
(e) Saunda Colliery estimated to cost Rs. 66,765.77 


(iii) Besides the above, the following water-supply schemes 
were completed and payment already made by way of finan- 
cial assistance from the organizaion as admissthle:— 

(a) Integrated Watersupply Scheme Bokaro Kargali of 

Mis. N.C.D.C. Ltd. estimated to cost Rs. 39 lakhs. 
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(b) Water Supply Scheme at Sitalpur Colliery of M/s. 
Andrew Yule & Co, Led: estimated to cost of 
Rs. 1,33,000/-. 


(c) Water Supply Scheme at Poniati Group of Collicrics 
of M/s, Andrew Yule & Co. Ladi estimated to cost 


(d) Water Supply Scheme at Moira Colliery of M/s. 
Westen Bengal Coalfield Ltd. estimated to cost 
Rs, 78,000/- 


(¢) Water Supply Scheme at Chinakuri & Parbelia sub- 
mitted by M/s: Andrew Yule & Co. has heen com- 
pleted. 


(iv) SINKING OF WELLS oN 50% svBsipy pAsts 


So far 428 wells under the scheme were sanctioned for 
construction at different collieries, out-of which 1&0 wells 
were completed and the remaining wells were under construc. 
tion, 


The Commirtee also considered the proposal for payment 
of subsidies for water supply schemes at Parhelia Colliery 
belonging to Andrew Yule & Co, Ltd, and approved it sub. 
ject to the condition that the Coal Mines Welfare Commis- 
sioner or his representative would in future make a periodi- 
tal check up on all euch schemes, Payment of subsidies for 
water supply echemes ar a few more collicrics in Andhra 
Pradesh, West Bengal and Jharia Coalfields) was alan 
“apptoved. 


Enveationat axn Recrevnowat Facunrtes: 


In the year under report, 62 Multipurpose Institutes, 64 
Women Welfare Centres, 66 Adult Education Centres and 16, 
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Feeder Adult Education Centres continued to funcuon as 
usual in various pare of different coalfields. Cinema shows 
and other variety entertaimments at all these centres also 
remamed in operation, A total number of 2: male workers 
hecame literate up to the quarter ending june, 1969. 


Cioran s Env 





atiox ALLOWANCE: 


Government sanction was received for the continuance 
of the scheme for grant of Children’s Education Allowance to 
Secondary and Aigher Secondary Schools during the year 
i9ho7o. The expenditure on this account is not fo exceed 
Rs, 1o,000=00 per annum. 


Rusxinc or Srecia. Traths ror Exccrstos-cuM-StTepy 
Towk of Coutieey Woukers: 


(Government sanction was received for incurring a non- 
recurring expenditure not exceeding Rs, 1,01,000=o00 for 
running two special trains—one to the North and the other 
to the South during the year 1969-70 for Bharat Darshan 
Tour of Colliery workers, — 


The rath Bharat Darshan Yatra Special Train, carrying 

a party of sro workers from coal, mica and iron ore mines 

steamed: off from the, ViP, Platform of Dhanbad Rly. 

Station on the 6th September 1969. The train visited the 

places of historical and religious importance such aa Vara- 

nasi, Lucknow, Hardwar, Amritsar, Nangal, New Delhi, 
Mathura. Agra, Jalgaon, Bombay and Allahabad. 


Owing to the tight financial position of the Organiza 
tion the special train. to South India for miners on 27- ae 
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Coan Mines Fata ano Seatovs Accipent Scueme; 


Under the Coal Mines Fatal and Serious Accident Beneht 
Scheme, lump sum grant: and monthly allowance to the 
widows of the deceased workers and scholarships to the school 
going children of the victimes are paid, In the year under 
report, up to the month of September 1969 sanction for the 

payment of grant/scholarship was accorded. to the dependents 
of deceased workers ax noted below: — 


In 8 cases in January, 1949. 

In 14 cases in February and March, 1969. 
In 18 cases in April, 1969 

In 7 cases: in May, rf. 

In § cases in June, 1949. : 
In 17 eases in July, 1969. 

In tt cases in August, 1969. 

In 8 case: in September, 196. 

In = enses mm October, 1964): 

In 15 cases in November, 1969 


In addition to the above, a monthly écholarship of the 
waluc of Rs, 1o/- pm. was also sanctioned to school-going 
children of the deceased workers from the date of accident 
till he/she attained the age of 15 years or was married which- 
ever carlier wibject to the condition that the beneficiary con- 
Tinwed to mtrend the school diring this period and showed 
satisfactory progress. 





RATIVE MOVEMENT: 


During the year ended on the 41st March, 1969 the total 
paid-up share capital, working. capital and turnover of the 
sale of controlled and -non-concrolled commodities of the po 
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Wholesale/Gentral Co-operative Spores of the colliery workers 
spansored by the Coal Mines Welfare Organization was ar 
uider:— 


(a) Share capital—Rs, 47.19 lakhs. 
(b) Working capital—Rs. 126.53 lakha. 
(c) Turnover of sale proceeds—Rs. 442.45 Inkhs: 


In order tw give highest importance to the mobilization 
of the purchasing power of the Consumers’ Co-operatives and 
the promotion of the agricultural industry during the 4th 

Five-Year Plan, the Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Com- 
munity Development and Co-operation had recommended the 
creation of an “Inventory Losses Fund” by the Stare Co-ope- 
rative Federations of the Wholesale Censral Consumers’ Co- 
operative Store yo safeguard against losses arising qur of sale 
of agricultural commodities, Necessary action to create such 


a fund for Consumers’ Co-operative sponsored by the Organi- 


zation was taken, 


Hovstxc: 


To tackle the housing problems in the coalficlds areas, 
the Organization has taken up a number of housing scheme, 
The progress of the different schemes way as under: 


Target. No. com- No. under 
pleted. constriction. 

t. New Housing Scheme. 48163 ayory 4936 

2. Low Cost Housing. 
houses = 20900, tgto(HI) = 4.47 (H) 
barricks 47 415(B) 64 (B) 
s # Build Your Qwn House 
Scheme. 1000 9 5 
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Besitles the above, the tases for construction of houses 
vuinder the township #cheme of the Organization are under 
consideration at the following collicric: 


, Bargolai Colliery in Assam Coalficli— 
| 250 houses. 
+. Nunidih and Gharkachar Colliery— 
250 rT 


A further proposal for construction of houses under the 
scheme at Kaporia and Balupeth ts also under consideration. 


The amounts noted below were sanctioned for organizing 
coalficlds sports during the year 1969-70: 


fa) Chanda coalfield Rs: 3500.00 
(b) Pench Valley ,, Rs. 4000.00 
(c) Korea L Rs. 6750.00 
(d) V. P. :f Rs. 6000.00 
(ce) A. P. - Rs, 12000.00 
(f) }baria " Rs. 1000.00 
(2) Raniganj - Rs, 18000.00 
(h) Sambalpur & 
Talcher conlfields: Rs. 2oea00 ¢ach 
(i) Bokaro and Ramgarh- 
Karanpura =. Rs. 3900.00 each 
(j) Giridih % Re 1000.00 
(k) Assam r Rs, 2000.00 


In addition, a sum of Rs. 2290/- was sanctioned for 
organizing sports during 1969-70 at Umrer, Singarauli, 
Ghoradangni, Kamptec, Barnd, Domnara and Korba collie- 
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Arrangements for holding the All-India Coalfield Foor- 
hall Tournament were made at Central Sauna Colliery in rhe 
Hazaribagh coalfield. “The Karam Chand Thapar collicries 
will act at hosts and the pournament will be held in the 


month of February 1970. 


In the state of M.P. zonal sports were also organized 
at collieries in different regions. 


b. Asaxsone Mixes Boasp ov Heanrn 


Stiri N, B. Lall Singhs continued to represent the Fede 
ration on the above Board dtuting the year 1969, a Teport 
on the activities of which as received from him, is given 
below ; 


Shri G. 8. Banerjec, LA.S. Districe Magintrate. Burdwan 
temained Chairman from January, 1969 10 August, 1969 and 
Shri 'T. C. Durt, 1A.S, presided at the meeting af the Board 
held on 26.969 and remained Chairman throughout the rest at 
the year. Shri N. B. Lall Singha was Vice-Chairman upto 
26 July. i969 and Dr. SR. Biswas from 26 July 1969 [after- 
noon) upto the end of ic year, Shri P. R. Bernaila, MLA. 
B.Com., continued as Secretary throughout the year. 





The poses of the Health Officer, was held by Dr. C. RB. 
Gupra, M_B., D-T.M., upte 14.1169. Dr, P. Chatterjee, MLB... 
D.P.H. mok over charge with effect from 14.1145 


The Bowrd held 13, Ordinary and 8 Special Meetings dur- 
ing the year, 
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The Board finalized the Budger Estimates for the year 
1969-70 the main features of which are as. follows: 


Pstiidted optning Ra 1,0000000) Eslimated ., Re 1,73,.41=00 
inlatiow, 


Exponditars 
Rece:pra. elton lacie —— 





Rs. 14,10,.118=09 its. 14,10,189=00 


The rate of fee to be assessed under Section 28(i}(a) of the 
West Bengal Mining Settlements (Health & Welfare) Act, 
rofig. has been fixed at Rs, 6/- per oo tonnes less a rebate of 
09.50P. per :oo tonnes if paymenr ik made within 30 days of | 
the presentation of the Bill. 


Vide Notification No, PH/2021/6M-3/69 dated 7.6.69 
the Board was reconstituted by the Government, The Dis 
trict Magistrate, Burdwan and Dr. S. R. Biswas were appointed 
as the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman respectively of the 
reconstituted Board. 


The hrst meeting of the reconstituted Board was held on 
26.7.69. The Chairman delivered an address to the members 
ef the Board mentioning inter alia important matters for the 
information of the Board members, 


The Board reconstiruted the following Committees: — 
Finance Committe? > 


1. De. §. Ry Biswas, 

3, Addl. District Magistrate, Asansol. 

} Shri Kalyan Shankar Rey. MP. 

# Dr, Tarak Nath Chakraborty, MLA. 
§: Dr. Lokesh Ghosh, MLL.A. 
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#. Shti N. B, Lall Singha. 
7 Sn W, J. Jameson, 
8. Shri Jacob Tobias. 
Building Committee : 
i. Dr. 3, R. Biswas, 
2: ‘Shri Nandial Jatan. 
3. Direcror, Asansol Planning Organization, 
4. Shri facoh Tobias. 


Tender & Estimate Committee : 

1, Dr, 8. Ro Biswas. 

Shri Robin Charterjee. 

Shri Jacob Tobias: 

The Heslth Officer, A.M-B.EL 
The Secretary, A.M.B.A. 
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Enhanced dearness allowance as per Government memo. 
Ng, rog8-F dated 2.3.69 was granted with effect trom 27.35.69 
w the employees of the Board. 


The Asansot Mines Board of Health Employees’ Union 
wat recogniscit by the Board. 


Dr, P Chatterjee an officer of the Wesi Bengal Health 
Services was interviewed by the Board and was appointed as 
Health Officer and he joined with effect from. 14-1 1.69. 


Puja advance was paid 1 the employees a4 usual. 
Gratnity Rales were liberalized so far-as Class TY em- 


ployers are concerned. Five years’ of satisfactory qualityimg 
service will now entitle o Clase IV aervant to gratnity-at the 
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rate of 2 months’ pay for each completed year of service at 
the rate of last pay drawn. 


The reconstituted Finance Cotumittee considered the 


Budget for the year 1969-70 and revised the Budget for 1969- 
70. The main features of the Revised Budget are as follows: 


Extimated) opentmg Re. 1,00,000=00 Fatimatud . Ke 1653.90), 
bulanes, Expenditarn | 
Total .estamated. Hts, -16,10,115=00 Closing Lalance Re = F7,207/- 
mean p lia 

Graod/ Tota): ,., ‘Rs, 17,10,118=00 hea, 17,10 118 = 


On the proposal hy the Vice-Chairman the Bord granted 
a/2 (half) month's basic pay as special Festival Advance to all 


employees whose salaries are upto or below the seale of 
Rs. 200-400, 


A subcommittee consisting of Dr. S. R. Biswas, Dr, 
Lokesh’ Ghosh, W.J. Jameson was constituted to submit a 
recommendation for appointment of panel lawyers for the 
Boaril’s legal work. The committee duly submitted its re- 
commendations and action was taken accordingly, 


A subcoemmitter consisting of ViceeChalmnan, Dr. HN, 
Mukherjee, Mrs. Anima Chakraborty was constituted 4 
examine the matter of payment ot Rs. 2qg.000/- (Rupes 
twenty nine thousand) only to Asansol Leprosy [board as 
erantin-aid along with the Integration Scheme sibmitteed 
hy the Asansal Planning Organization and to submit its re-, 
commendanon, The sub-committee submited an interim 
recommendation antl action was taken accordingly, 





Shri Nani Bhattacharjee. Hon'ble Minister-in-Charge. 
Health Department, Government of West Bengal, Calcutta 
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paid a visit to this organization on 28.11.69 andl important 
minttets were broughr to his personal notice and discussed, Me 
was. kind enough to promise his full attention. 


The question of the Board’s bungalow, presently in the 
occupation of the Civil Defence Authorities, was taken up 
with the appropriate authorities for a quick settlement in: the 
interest of the Board, 


The question of realization of outstanding dues of Royalty 
cess amouning to Rs. 9.93,702=00 was taken wp again with 
the State Government, 


Chher routine activities were carried on satisfactorily, 


c, CENTRAL HOSTEL COMMITTEE 


In the year under report two meetings of the Central 
Hostel Committee, on which the Federation was represented 
by Sri N. B. Lall Singha, were held in which the following 
mutters, amongst others, were discussed and decisions taken 


1. Appointment of a. Superintendent in the Miners’ 
Hostel at Sitaldasji Selected Colliery was approved. 


e. Tt was decided that the hostels which are not observ- 
ing the procedure laid down by the Central Hostel Com- 
mittee will be derecopnized. Accordingly the Miners Hostels 
at Selected Scarsole, Kustore/Alkusa, Jamadoba, Digwadih 
and Sijua collieries were derecognized, 


3. Tt was decided to approach the Mines Boards of 
Health to enforce observance of standards !aid down by the 
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Central Hostel Committee by the unauthorized miners’ 
hostels within their jurisdiction as the Central Hostel Com- 
mittee had no statutory powere to take legal action against 
auch unouthorized hostels. 


A comminec was set up by the Government to survey 
the living conditions of the coal miners. The report atibs- 
‘mitted by che committce reveals thar with an tntrease in their 
earnings, the miners spend record amoney and the ise of 
‘gléohol Has increased considerably. The report also says that 
the use of aleohol is much less in the miners’ hostels, where 
‘saving i¢ also much better. 


Steps have heen-taken for better supervision of the hostels 
to bring abour un improvement in quality of food and dis 
cipline among miners leading 10 an improvement in thetr 
character and habits. 


d. West SENGAL COALFIELD SUT-COMMITTER 


Sri S. B. Goenka continued to represent the Federation 
on the above Sub-Commtittee, a report on the activities of 
which for the year 1969, a8 received from: him, is given below: 


Proper artangements were made during: the -vear for supply 
of water to the Chora Regional Hospital. Applications from 
collieries for subsidies for sinking wells were, in moat Cases, 
sanctioned. Requests for subsidies for water supply scheme 
at collieries were sanctioned jn deserving cases. 


The construction of a Regional Hospital and Staff quar- 
cers at Chinakuri in Raniganj Coalfield was approved. Pro- 
posals submitteed by the Federation's representative, Sri §. P. 


Be 
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Goenka, for opening of an Ayurvedic Hospital and for consi- 
dering applications for opening homeopathic dispensary at the 
collieriés were approved; but no final decision has yet been 
taken by the Government in the matter. A proposal for cane 
truction of a cancer block at rhe Central Hospital, Kalla, 
Asansol was approved. A decision was taken for the cons 
truction of a Regional Hospital at Pandaveswar- 


The application of several collicries for grants-in-aid’ to- 
wards provision of zonal sports grounds and also open lungs 
and children’s parks were sanctioned, 


It was noted at several mectings that there was delay by 
the colliery owners in construction of the houses which had 
been sanctioned by the C.M.L.W,O, Ie was supgested that 
measures should be taken by the colliery owners to speed up 
completion of the houses allotted to their respective collieries. 


lt was suggested ata meeting that steps should’ be taken 
‘as im the past for eradication of mosquitos which had im- 
creased in the coal mining areas. 


ce. ZONAL RAILWAYS USERS CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE, EASTERN BAILWAY, CALCUTTA 


Given, below is a summary of the proceedings, relating 
particularly to coal, of the above Committes, received from 
the Federation's representative on the Committee, Sri 5. B. 
Goenka. 





Ix being suggested that supply of open wagons (cmptics) 
should: be made only to collieries having mechanized loading 
arrangements, the Administration ‘stated as follows: 
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Collicries fired with mechanized loading plants are: al- 
ways supplied with open wagons/Boxes. The Box wagons 
have gone a long way towards solving the problem of opens 
required for loading by the mechanical loading collieries. In 
fact, the pace of mechanization has been slower than anti- 
cipated, Since the bulk of the loading from the mechanized 
collicries ig done in the shape of Box rakes, the incidence of 
supplying covered wagons against open allotments in pice. 
meal has, as a natural corollary, been reduced to the mini 
mum. The figures available for the months of July to 
September/6g and discussed at the Railway and Coal Advi- 
sory Board mecting on 29.10.69 indicate that such incidence 
were only confined to patratu, Andal, Sitarampur and Barakar 
Depots where also the number of wagons in a month was very 
insignificant as compared with the loading. 


In railway operation, however, supply of covered/Box 
wagons against the allotment of opens/sox rakes could not 
be eliminated and had to be resorted to in exceptional, situa- 
tions when the Railways were faced with the alternative of 
heavy shorr supplies to the collieries which would also present 
another problem to the cullierics. 


Railways were always mindful thar the collieries fitred 
with mechanized loading plant were not untictessarily put to 
difficulties by supply of covered /nox wagons. 


Sri S, B. Goenka suggested that an over-bridge should be 
constructed at Andal Station in view GF heavy vehicular 
trafic in the aren, The Railway Administration agreed to 
consider it provided the State Government was prepared to 
provide an approach road for the same, The Railway Admi- 
nistration expressed its keen desire tO cUMstruct an Over 
bridge at Kalipahari level crossmg on G. T. Road provided 
the State Government sponsored a scheme to and bear their 
share of expenses as per extant rules. 


é) 
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ir was pointed ont to the Railway Administration thar 
there was inadequate accommodation:in the Coatheld express. 
The Railway Administration stated that the loads of the ead 
trains have been suitably augmented hy attaching additional 
coaches. 


Ir was stated by the Railway Administration that recent 
sample survey in regard ro issue of cheques by the Accounts 
Office showed that there was no hold-up in the isstic of che- 
ques by the Accounts Office. It was also stated that settle- 
ment of claims have already been speeded up. 


fe was also stared by the Railway Administration that 
‘steps would be taken to improve train lighting in Black 
Diamond Express and other important trains. 


f. Tue Drvistionat Rattway Users’ Consucrarive 
Commerrre, Sout Eastemn Ramway, Apra 


Sri & B: Goenka continued to represent the Federation 
on the above Commintee at Adra: A summary is given below 
of the activities of the Committes, relating 1 coal, during the 
wear. 


The Railway administration assured the Coal Industry at 
# meeting that every possible effort was being adopted t 
supply the collieries with suitable and serviceable wagons by 
the Mechanical (Carr & Wagon) department, As far as 
loading of general merchandise was concerned, clean wigons 
sire always supplied to the consignors for loading. But the 
steel plants handed over the wagons: in the exchange yard 
und wagons found with left-over materials cannot be returned 
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back to stecl plants owing to operational difficulties Nece= 
sary instructions were issued ty all etecl plants within the 
Adra Division té ensure that Box empties were released 
after unionding the contents fully. 


A passenger shuttle between Santaldih Washery ond 
Bhaga has been introduced from 14.10.1969. The provision of 
‘a read overbrilge ac Ranchi was sanctioned by rhe Railway 


authorities; but the approach roads, to be constructed by the 


State Government, in was leant, would: ake some more time. 


The electrification Of Kotshila atation has been included 
in the warks programme for rgpe7i. The Railway adminis 
tration, it was leanr, had tightened up the security armange- 
ments to prevent pillerage of coal. 


g- Botar Coatsrecy Scn-Comatrree (Juanuw & Mucosa) 


Sri N. Mukherjee continued to represent the Federation 
on the above Committee, a report on the activities of which 
for the year 199, as received from him, is given below: 


bd 


Two meeti 


Li! 





es were held on 23-7-69 and 13.9.69 in the 
office chamber of Deputy Commissioner, Dhanbad, who is the 
Chairman, Sri N. Mukherjee represented the Federation on 
the above Sub-Committee, Art the instance of the Chairman, 
it wat decided thar the general principle should be that when- 
ever a colliery company came forward and volunteered to 
supplement the water stipply scheme it should be sanctioned 
after the technical scrutiny. 





Applications for grant tw entitle workers for children’s 
education subsides to coal companies for water supply and 
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other welfare schemes and improvement of hospicals: and 
buildings of the Organisation were considered and approved 
in all deserving. cases. 


bh. COAL SUMVEY STATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE, Jitaitia. 


Sri Ni Mukherjee continued tu represent the Federation. 
on the above Committers:a report on the activities of whith 
tar the year ioGy, as received from him, is given below: 


The twenty-second meeting of the above Commitice war 
held in the Central Fuel Research Institute. om 19.9.69 under 
the Chairmanship of Sri B. EL Engineer, Sn N. Mukherjee 
representing the Federation at the mectiny. 


The analysis of deep hore hole cores of Sudandih Kapuria. 
Monidih, Jharma, Parbarpur, Mahal blocks and results of 
physical and chemical survey of some coal seams were dis- 
cussed in detail and the future programme approved. 





A. COAL PRODUCTION 


Coal production during the cilender year of 1969 was 
8.37 million tonnes as against 744)2 million tonnes during 
the previous year, The increase af about 3.45 Million tonnes 
mdicates pratlual recovery of the industrial development im 
the country after several years’ recession. 
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As mentioned in the report of the previous years, the 
initial target of 98.33 million tonnes being found tw be too 
high was reduced to. go million. tonnes ap the time of the mid- 
term appraisal and Jater to 76 million tonnes. The private 
sector collicries invested huge amounts of money to ensure 
a planned growth and create matching capjcities but the 
expected demand did not matezialize and even the modest pro- 
duction of 70.3 million tonnes at the end of the Third Plan 
period ie. in March 1966 was foud to be excessive, “This was 
largely due to the increasing dieselization of the railway loco- 
motives, This set-back in the growth of Coal Industry has, 
for the last several years, posed a serious problem and its 
solution ¢ven now appears elusive, 


Although coal is the most important mineral in the 
country and although most of the industries are by and large 
coakbased. the percentage of increase of coal préxluction has 
heen only about so%/, during the last ten ‘years ic. 1960 to 
1ghg as will be evident from the following table: — 


Year. ' Production 
(in million tonnes} 


1960 51-77 


igde 76.10 
toa 64.54 
1p54 66.9% 
1964 63.09 


1965 y.45 
1966 JOS3 


i967 FALE 
1g6E 74-92 
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The ritio of coal to other non-coal minerals in respect 
of internal consumption fell from 64:36 during 1960 to 53:47 
during i965 evidently owing toa drastic reduction in the use 
of ebal in a few major industries like ferro-alloy, fertilizer, 
textile including cotton texnle and petroleum refineries. In 
spite of the huge internal market, the expansion of coal min- 
ing has been only 95%, during the 1g years ending 15 
against 1194 in other industries and 215% in the non-coal 
mineral sector during the corresponding period. The slow 
growth of coal mining in the country has heen duc to loss 
of the export market and the development of substiture fuels 
like perroteum, hydel electricity, ete. It is unfortunate that 
in spite of a huge installed capacity, the expansion of coal 
mining is lagging behind owing to the absence of a rational 
fue} policy and the misconceived decision: of the Railways to 
go ahead with their dicsclizarion scheme in spite of the note 
of warning sounded by the Energy Survey of India Com- 
mittee and the Ministry of Mincs and Mctals. 


The demand for coal bemg a detived one will evidently 
pith up only when a general revival. of industrial activity 
takes place and when the investment climate improves and the 
coonomic recovery gains sufficient momentum. Signs Of re- 
vival of economy indicated av the beginning of the Fourth 
Plan period, however, came 28 a silver lining, Commensurate 
with the objective of achieving an dverall rate of growth of 
§ to 6 per cent with 9 matching growth tate of & ti to pes 
cent in the industrial production, programme of development 
of various key industries has been envisaged in the Fourth 
Plan period (1960-74). Accordingly the requirement of coal 
at the end of the Fourth Plan period has been assessed at 
932 million fonnes comprising 25.44 million tonnes of coking 
coal and 67.75 million tonnes of nocoking and blendable 
coal But the requirement of coking coal might be substan- 
tially lower than the above estimate and according ta an 
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authoritative study the requirement of coal by the ‘steel 


industry might not be more than 21.75 million tonnes of 


coking coal, Regarding additional investment which would be 
4equired for maintaining the present level of production: and 
for stepping up the overall production by abour 24/24 million 
tonnes by 197374. it has been assessed, the order of inyest- 
ment needed js estimated to he abut Ra. 113 crores In the 
public sector a orovision for about Rs. 64 crores: has been 
made in the Fourth Plan. 





As indicated earlier, the shatp fall in demand during the 
Third Plan and subsequent Plan period which iad to pri 
gressive lowering of targets. has put 'w large number of collie 
cries. which invested in expansion to extreme hardship, and 
dn consequence the stocks at pit-heads have gone up to more 
than 6 million tonnes. Jt is an ydminted fact that shucking of 
coal involves blocking of capital, deterioration and Joes of 
capital, double handling and fracture of coal in the process 
of stacking and recovery besides tisk of yPONn tancous 
combnistian, 





MENT OF COAL DEMAND DURING THE 
FOURTH PLAN. 


Ar the meeting of the Coai Advisory Council held on 
15 November. to4y at New Delhi under the chairmanship of 
Dr. Triguna Sen, Miniver for Petroleum and Chemicals & 
Mines anil: Metals, the estimated coal demand ar the end of 
the Fourth Pian period ie. by 1973-74 (with a pion gap for + 
Veulrs) was further rethuiced to 9320 million tonnes from the 
earlier estimate of yo1.52 million tonnes. This would how. 
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ever, bé subject tan periodic review by the working group of 
the Council The new ecatimate places coking coal require 
ments at 25.44 million tonnes compared with the 1963 estimare 
of 26.44 million tonnes and the total non-coking, including 
blendable cool at 67.75 million tonnes compared with 72.48 
million tenhes, Among central prioritics for non-coking coal, 
the requirements of the Railways have been retained at 13.40 
million tonnes hut these of thermal power stanons rethuced 
from 21.48 million tonnes to 20 million tonnes, 


The export targer has been maintained at o.42 million 
tonnes Int the requirements of the coment industry have been 
rriluced from 6.60 million tonnes to 5.50 million tonnes and 
oof the fertilizer industry from 2,11 million tonnes to = million 
tonnes. In the State priorities sector the detiand for “soft 
coke Has heen scaled down to 4.40 million: tonnes from the 
earlier cetimate of 5.44 million tonnes. 


Coxtxc Coan 


The demand for coking coal, comprising that for stecl 
plants and for merchanr coke: ovens including Sindri Ferti- 
lizers, has heen reduced under’ both heads For steel plants 
it has come clown from 24 million totines to 21.74 «million 
tonnes and for merchant coke ovens from 4.35 million tonnes 
to 3.70 millon tonnes, | 


The requirement of coal for ateel is related ro the quantity 
of hor metal thot may be produced. The hot metal produc: 
tions ‘is expectet] to increase from the present level of 9.90 
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million tonnes to 13.87 million tonnes per annum by 1975-74 
as: detailed below : 


Name of plant Estimated levelof Level of hot metal pro- 
hor metal production duction expected to he 
during 1969-70 achieved by 1973-54. 
(in million ronnes} 


Rourkela AY Td tay 
Bhilai aid 2.30 a,6o 
Durgapur iv 1.54 2.00 
Bokaro Fs =_ 2.74 
TISCO = 1.07 OF 
ITSCO A 1.23 nah 
Secondary producers = 0.10 


The bor metal production has been projected on the hasis 
of the capacity of the existing blast furnaces and furnaces 
ethedtiled to be set up during the plan period, making due 
allowance for the down time and all normal vanations: 


Basetl on the rate of coal supplics to sel plants during 
the ‘first half of the current year, the coal supplies far the 
entire year work aut tw phour 1 3.20 million trinmes, comprising 
44 Tillion tonnes of raw coal, $42 million tonnes of washed 
coking coal and 4.3 million tonnes of raw hlendable coal, 
The corresponding raw coal equivalent of the coking coal 
consumption: is 15.39 million tonnes, 


However, the coal requirement during the second half year 
is expected ro be comparatively lower, owing to the reported 
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damages to a number of coke ovens in TISCO and because 


| production in the other plants has of lare come down consi- 


derably on account of labour trouble. In view of this, the 
coal consumption during 1969-70 may be of the order of 14.30 
million tonnes only. 


The quantity of coal required depends upon the quantity 
of ore, the quantity: of coal, the preparation of raw maternily 
and: the size of the blast furnace, The norms adopted for 
these estimates are: 1,29 for Bhilai: 145 for Rourkela) 1.2: 
for Bokaro; 1.30 for TISCO: 1.47 for Durgapur and 4.0 for 
ISCO, 


PLANT OFERATIONS 


The operation limitations of the steel plants require that 
the coke oven. batteries be opertted even when the blast fur: 
maces are under temporary shut-down, Therefore. in addition 
to the hor metal Preframme and norms of COnSUMIption, oven 


Programme is taken into account while determining the future 


coal requirements. On this basis, the “coal as. charged” dé- 
mand of the steel! plants js expected to rise ro 16.70. million 
tonnes by i97z-74. The corresponding raw coking coal exis 
Yalent works our to 29.28 million tonnes. The revised linkage 
mf coal supplies to areel plants made by the Committee on 
rational and equitable distribution of coking coal will reduce 
this requirement to 31.74 million tonnes: 


Further, coal estimares made on the aumMotion that 
Durgapur will (ve "sy per cent. Bhilai ¢ per cent and other 
steel plants except Bokaro jo percent of blendable coal in the 
foal blend place rhe Fequirements of blendable coal for ater} 
plants ‘ar 24 million tonnes, 

4 
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The requirement of hard coke for foundry and other 
uses dupends on the availability af pig irom, [1 is estimated 
that (luring the new plan period, the existing by-product and 
lechive coke ovens will continue production al the present 
level, while the Durgapur coke oven plant may commission 
their sth and 6th batteries during the Fourth Plan. 


_ The hard coke availabiliry, which is presently about 1.2 
million tonnes, would be about 1.50 million tonnes in 1973-74, 
which would be prxtuced from 3.52 million tonnes of coking 
coal and ou: million tonnes of blendable coal. The surplus 
hard coke released by the steel planm vo the market when 
their blast furnaces are down for re-rolling ete would augment 
supplies from merchant coke ovens 


The requirements of the Sindri Fertilizers for the manu- 
facture of coke oven pas. are expected to continue at the 
existing level of 0.18 ‘million tonnes of coking coal and) 0.15 
million tonnes of blendable coal per annum. 


Ratway's DEMAND 


‘The Railways are presently the largest single consumer 
cf coal and. their present consumption is OF the order of 16.20 
million tonnes (including captive power stations}. On account 
wf thei programme of dicsel: n, the con! demand of the 
Railways would progressively go down during the plan period. 
The Railways have estimated that their future coal require- 
ments on the baste of the number of broad-gauge, metre- 
gauge and narrow-gauge steam locomotives that are expected 
to be in operation would he 1800, 1100.and 800 tonnes per 


year respectively. 





They have decided not to introduce new locomorives after 
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ag7o-7t aml those steam locomotives which would be in 
eperation would be allowed to waste out, According to the 
estimates furnished by them, their coal demand would drop 
by.o2 million tonnes annually upto wg7egi. 1 million tonnes 
in the next year and 08 million tonnes annusily thereafter, 
Thus, the Railways’ coal requirement hy 1973-74 would be of 
the order of 13.40 million renmes, 


The consumption of coal by thermal power stations 
during 1968-69 was t2.2 million tonnes (inchiding 2.06 milliog 
tonnes Of middlings) The present installed capacity of 
coalhased power stations is abour «5 million kw. The 
Fourth Plan programme envisages an increase in the installed 
power generation capacity of coal-based power stations, after 
allowing for retirement of o.4 million: kw. of obsolete plancs, 
ro abit 19.93 million kw. 


New schemes proposed to he taken up for implementa- 
tion during the Fourth Plan will account for 1075 million 
kw., the balance being duc to existing projects, The coal 
requirements by 1975-73 have been assessed ar about 28.48 
million tonnes (including 6.60 million tonnes of middlings). 





TremmMat Powrn 


4n working out the coal requirements for thermal power 
stations, the norm of 4 tones of coal per annum per kw. of 
installed capacity has been adopted (except in the case of the 
Kerha thermal power station where owing to inferior coal 
quality and load pattern, the norm adopted is ¢ tonnes of 
coal per kw. of installed capacity), The norms are in con: 
formity with the experience gained in the working of large 


“power stations during the last five years and in accordance 


with the suggested estimate of gooo million tonnes: per kw, 


o5674 
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of installed capacity as the maximum-<ifective capacity of 
thermal stations, On this basis, in has been assessed that the 
total coal requirements of thermal power stations, excluding 
middlings, may go up from about 10.2 million ronnes in 1968- 
69 to 21.88 million tonnes by 1073-74. 


The demand for coal by the coal-based thermal power 
stations by. 1973-74 may he taken sa 20.00 million tonnes. 
This will be subject to periodical review. 


The availabiliry of washery middlings for thermal gene 
ration should rise to 6,60 million tonnes in so7g74- Any 
deficit in middlings availability would, however, tequire to 
be compensated hy the supply of raw coal, 


Coal is being exported to Burma, Ceylon, Nepal and 
Bhutan, the level of present exports being about 0.40 million 
tonnes. The existing level of export of 0.3 million tonnes to 
Burma Is expected to continue during the plan period, bur 
the presen? export of 0.16 million tonnes to Ceylon is likely 
to fall to the level of 49,000 ronnes per annum after 19707) 
in view of the Ceylon Railways dieselization programme. 


There are potential markets for Indian coal in Japan. 
East Asin und West Africa. Broadly speaking, the total 
quantity of noncoking coal that may be exported in. 1973-74. 
is of2 million tonnes. 


The demand for :coal, separately for coking, bendable 
and non-coking varieties, fer 1969-50 and by the end of the 
Fourth Plan périod as assessed hy rhe Planning Group on 
Coal ia indicated in the following starement:— 
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C® Coa, Anvisorr Cotxct. 


Tt may be reea!led that by its resolution No, C6-7(1)/67 
dated 12 June 1968 the Governmen: of India in the late 
‘Ministry of Stecl, Mines anc Metals, (Department of Mines 
and Metals), redesignated the Coal Development Comme) as 
the "Coal Advisory Council” which is a broad-based. delibera- 
tive body on which the various interests concerned with the 
production. distnbution and consumption of coal ‘are repre- 
sented. 


The function of the Coal Advisory Council is to advise 
Government in regard to all matters of a peneral cliaracter 
relating to coal, and in particular, to problems pertaining to 
planning for the development, unlization and due conserva- 
tron of the coal resources of the country, 


After a lapse of more than a year, a miceting of the Coal 
Advisory Council was held: in Vigyan Bhavan, Committee 
Room ‘E’. New Dethi on 4s November 1969, the previous 
meeting having been held on ig July 168. Sri V, K. Poddar, 
Chairman, attended the meeting as the represencative of the 
Federation with Sri H. N. Mookherjee, Vice-Chairman, a his 
‘adviser. 


A summary mote, of the discussions held ar the above 
meeting of the Coul Advisory Council is given below: 


The morning session of the meeting was presided over by 
De Vriguna Sen, Minister for Petroleum & Chemicals and 
Mines and Metals. The afternogn session was presided over 
by Sri Jagannath Rao, Minister of State for Mines & Metals. 
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fem No, Ts Assessment of Coal Demand durng tlie 
Fourth Pioe Year Plan. 


An exhaustive note submited by the Government was 
tonsidered in detail, The Industry pomted out that the 
demand for coking coal should he assessed on the basis of 
nctual requirements af coal by the steel plants during the 
Pourth Plan period the total demand for coal av the eniel of 
whieh was estimated at 93-5 mullion tonnes, the targer for 
coking coal being 29.50 million tonnes, The industry appre- 
hended that the current demand for coking coal was much 
below the estimated figure and that there had been accumu: 
lation of stock st pitheads in most of the collicrics who were 
supplying coal to steel plants and were nor allowed to sell 
fo other consumers. This had resulted in the blocking of a 
large amount of money in the thape of stock, The Industry 
pleaded for ninety percent advance against conl stocks ia 
emible it to meet its running expenditare and alo to develop 
ind achieve higher production, The request was practically 
firmed: down on the plea that this was merely a temporary 
phase and the steel plants would. resume their offtake as per 
programme as soun as the troubles ac several plants owing to 
damages to Coke Oven Batteries and some labour troubles 
were over. The Industry then pleaded fora National Fuel 
Policy, particularly: in respect of quick diesclization of rail- 
Ways resulting in gradual reduction of demand for coal to 
rm locomotives. Dr. Sen promised that he would tuke ir up 
personally with the Government. It was aaid that there would 
Ie: 4 great demand for coal by the Thermal Power Stations 
throughout India and by s973-74 the requirement would be 
twenty million tonnes, 


[t wae noted that there would be three coal-based Fertili- 
zer plants instead! of two as broughr owt in the paper before 
the Council, This would have the effect of augmenting the 
demand for coal, 
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On the question of export of coal, the Industry criticized 
the way the M(M.T.C. had been dealing with Japan and other 
countries in respect of exporting coking coal, Sri Poddar said 
that there was a market for non-coking coal in South Korea. 
Yugosiavia, Japan and other countries where large «quanti- 
ties of non-coking coal could be sold if proper promotion 
efforts were made. Sri Poddar wanted that the Government 
should explore the possibility of exporting non-coking coal ty. 
these countrics. 


ft was decided to hold a periodical review of coal demand 
by ‘the Standing Committee of this Council in order to ol 
Yiate any possibility of a wrong estimate of coal demand 
diring the Fourth Plan period. 


ftem No. JT Coal Transport and Distribution. 


__ Most of the members. criticized the way the Railway 
Ministry was represented at severnl mectings of the Corm- 
mittee on Transport, Distribution and Controls, The plen 
that the Railway Ministry had constituted, committees for 
Periodical review of transport and distribution of conl did 
not-satisty the members, It was stared that there should he 
an independent committee to review and plan for transport 
atid distribution and the committee should have cnough 
power to enforce the Railways to accept its recommendations, 
It was decided to re-constitute the Committee on ‘Transport 
and Distribution with the Minister for Railways as Chairman 
of the reconstituted committee. 


In order to enable the Railways to properly plan the dis 
tribution of coal, a feeling was voiced) thar the Railway 
Administration should be given a direction-wise break-down 
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#l movement of coal during the Fourth Plan period. While 
it was admitted that in the wake of lifting of control over 
the movement and prices of coal, ir would be difficult for the 
Coal Controller te give a detailed break-up of the direction- 
wike movement, he would attempt to give an outline of the 
scheme of movement listing the major consumers; The Coal 
Controller would prepare such a broad outline of scheme in 
abouta month's time and forward it to the Deparment of 
Mines and’ Metals for onward transmission to the Railways. 


The representatives of the Lndestry referred to the short 
supply of wagons for brick-burning’ and soft coke, They 
stressed thar movement in block rakes alone did not meet 
their requirements, Ir was necessary to have piece-meal 
Movement in oa large scale; Some sorr of a scheme af 
balanced movement Kerween the busy and slack seasons wus 
also called for. The representative of the Railway pointed 
eur that the supply of wagons was adequate and shortfalls 
mmght be only marginal, It was felr, however, by the Council 
that the smaller consumers’ requirements were not eine mer 
adequately and something positive needed to be done in this 
behalf by the Railways. It was decided that the representa- 
tives of the coal industry, the consumers and the Railways 
‘hould have a joint dialogue relating to the subject matter, 
The meeting might be convened under the acgis of the 
Departmenr of Mines ane Metals | 


The repreacnintives of the Industry voiced ATrOng fech. 
ings reganting the inadequacy in «and stowing transport. One 
from DehrimSone by the Railways. The Railway” repre- 
sentative, however, stated thar this proposition had heen 
examined ani) they considered: it imeconomic and hence not 
feasible, In thie connexion, a reference was made tea Com- 
amitter ser up by the Coal Board which war te submit a re 
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pert on sand availabiliry, It was decided to ask this 
Committee to submix its report within the next 3 months. 


Other matters discussed related to demurrage charges in 
loniling box wagons, overall transport and wagon position, 
relaxation of rationalization rules, theft of coal at tranship- 
ment points, etc, and Sri Tall. Sn Poddar and Sri BR. L 
Woral vehemently criticized the attinude of the Railways in 
tackling these perennial problems of transport anid disribu- 
tian, 


liem No, I]; Royalty an Coal, 


Ti was stated on behalf of the Industry that in the last 
meeting of the Samding Committee of the Coal Advisory 
Council the question of royalty was discussed in detail and 
fi groups proposed were by and Jarge agreed to, One point. 
however, remained to be thrashed out ic. HH Grade Coking 
coil should be grouped with Grade 1 non-coking coal. This 
coal went partly oo the steel plants and partly to private con- 
suimers and hence there was no justification of higher rate 
of royalty on this coal. It was felt by them thar it might 
he kept under a separate head. 


While agreeing in principle to the Government's decision 
to fix royalty rates on coal on a tonnage basis and fixing the 
mites on the basis of the grades of coal, the Industry, the 
N.CD.C and even the Coal Controller pointed our that 
royaley should! be charged only on coal which was despatched, 
Sri Chakraborty of the West Bengal Government however 
urged that royalty should be charged aleo on coal consumes! 
in the boilers and for domestic wse-at the colliery hy the 
colliery werkers, The Industry vehemently objected to it 
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pouting out that in the history of the coal industry riyalty 
hac never been charged on coal which was not despatched 
Moreover, the objective of the change-over for collection of 
royalty from a Gxed percentage to a fixed tonnage basis wits 
mainly to simplify the system of collection. Introduction of 
the proposed plan of charging royalty on boiler consumption 
of coal etc. would not only violute the principle but would 
create further complications in maintaining reords and pro- 
dicing accounts beth by the colliery owners and the royalty 
collectors. The representatives of the Industry thought that 
they should vehemently protest and send a memorandum on: 
this issue immediately, 


_ The question of charging royalties on coal rejects wae 
strongly taken up by the N-CD.C. ft was stated thar intro 
duction of royaly on rejects would complicate matters where 
the rejects were thrown away hy the Washeries as they dict 
not fetch any: price, The question of the selling price af 
Grade PTH coal net programmed for steel plants came up for 
discussion, The Industry pleaded for fixation of a lower rate 
of royalty for Grade HH coal, 


Item No, IV: Action taken on the devision taken at thie 
last meeting of ‘the Council, 


On the question of voluntary amalgamation of collieries, 
it was pointed out by the Industry thar more than a 
nundred collierics hail volunrarily amalgamated and many 
proposals for amalgamation could not be taken up owing to 
various technitul and legal difficulties for which the industry 
should not be blamed. Simplification of amalgamation pro 
cediire would cerminly encourage voluntary amalgamation of 
colliery units specially in relating to grant of permission: to 
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transfer by the State Government after amalgam 
approved. 





Other subjects, like the study on the availabiliry of sand 
for the Jharm Coalfields, soft coke and brick burning coal, 
transport problems, a scheme of coal dumps, freight rebate 
to trade for moving coal in slack season, a cushion to meet 
emergency in respect of movement of coal wagons, problems 
relating to loading time, sand supply by rail from Dehri-on- 
Sone to Jharia coalfields, ete. also tame up for discussion, On 
the question of depillaring of mines by adopting French 
Caying Methoil, Dr, Sinha said that this method was sticcess- 
fully tried in one of the N.CD.C, mines and he wanted the 
et-aperation of the private sector for rial in some of the 
mines. He thought that this method woiild he successful of 
given # fair trial in the private sector mines, The question 
of manufacturing formed coke in Plants also came up for 
discussion and the members pressed for report and felt thar 
if the scheme was successful the problem of metallurgical coal 
would be cased, 


fiem No, Vi: Continuance or otherwise of the Commitee or 
Transport and Distribution, 


As reported carlicr, it was decided that this Committee 
would continue to function and the Minister for Railways 
would be requested to be the Chairman of this Committee. 


litem No. VI(A): Review of the work done by the Committee 
on Assessment of Resources for ig68q and 
1969-70. 


The Coal Controller pave a brief resume of the work done 
5 
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hy this Committee. It was decided that the report being too 
lengthy, a brief summary should be prepared and circulated 
to the members, Te should be discussed at the next meeting 
of the Standing Committee of the Coal Advisory Council. 


Jiem No, VIB); Review of the work done by the Commitice 
on Productitty and Modernization of Coal 


Mines for 1968-49 und 1969-70. 


The report of the Committee was noted subject to the 
following observations :- 


{i) Though it was felt that operational research was 
necessary in coal industry in general and in selected 
areas in particular for optimum utilization of man- 
power and equipment, it was not necessary to invite any 
experts from the National Coal Board, U.K. for this purpose, 
if the Coal Mining Research Station could undertake this 
study, It was decided to explore with Director, Central 
Mining Research Station if he could undertake this respon- 


sibility. 


(ii) ‘With reference to introducing methods of caving with 
false roofing, it was felt thar since MLA. & MC. was nor inva 
position to » supply stecl props in adequate quantities and in 
the immediate future, import ef these props might have to 
permitted, The Goal Controiler should compile requirements 
of the Industry and make a reference no the Government for 
being pursued with the authorities concerned, 





- 
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litem No VI(C) Report of the Committee on Research & 
Development of the Coal Advisory Council, 


The synopsis of the Committee's recommendations rejat- 
ing to newer techniques for winning nnd utilizing coal was 
noted. 


Item No, VIL; Need for scienttfic exploitation of Jhana 


The Industry wanted to know the Government's intention 
about coking coal production. While agrecing in principle to 
approach this problem by proper planning for scientific exploi- 
tation of coking goal, particularly in the Central fhatia field, 
the Industry pressed for an immediate increase in price to 
enable the colliery owners not only to implement the Wage 


Board's recommendations in full, but also to go ahead with 


their plans for increasing the production of coking cual. 


‘There was no dearth of coking coal. Most of the collieries 
owere holding large stocks because of the paucity of demand. 


The Industry pleaded for immediate disbursement of the 
ccés fund which had accumulated out of the cess collected for 
the betterment of coking coal production. The question of 


charging cess on the consumers of non-<coking coal came up 


for discussion, Some members vehemently objected to the 
proposal for charging cess on non-coking coal, Final fixation 
of the rate of cess was also discussed, 


The Minister clarified that the note pur up was for the 
information of the Council. No ideas had yer been. finally 
crystallized. The industry was welcome to send their com- 
ments: A final decision in this regard would be taken only 
after taking inte account the comments of the Industry and 
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if it so desired further discussion with the industry could he 
arranged before finalizing the scheme, 


fiems token up with the permission ef the Charman, 


t: High level of coking coal stocks. 


The representatives of the Industry expressed concen: mt 
the mounting level of stocks of coking coal as a resuli of 
rectuction in the demand of steel plants, The Coal Controller 
explained that the present situation was of a temporary 
nature and in any case, stocks had not gone up except at a 
few collieries: It was the outcome of unforeseen and wnavoid- 
able difficulties like Lihour troubles and breakdown of coke 
ovens etc. Ttowas hoped that the present situation would: case 
our before long. The Indusrry’s representatives, however, 
reiterated! the seriousness of the situation and strested ite 
rectification at the ¢arlicsr as otherwise, grave reperctssions 
might follow in so far as coking coal production. was. con- 
cerned, If the present demand pattern continued, Jt was 
stated on behalf of the National Coal Development Corpora- 

tion jr would be mather difficult to utilize washed coal from 
the Kathara and Swang washeries of the National Coal Deve- 
lopment Corporation. There was already a demand from the 
steel side that the commissioning of these washeries should 
* held over, This could not be done without attending 


2. (a) Shotiage of Iron d& Steel materials—Uperading of 
coal industry's priority: (b) Coking coal as a Key 
Industry and (¢) Foreign exchange for the coal 
industry. ; 


The Industry's representatives stated that adequate 
amounts of foreign exchange not being made available even 
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to huy the essential spares for maintenance and keeping pro- 
duction at a certain level. It was emphusized that the coal 
industry should have priority in the matter of allorment of 
forcign exchange and getting import licences. 


It was explained by the Coul Controller thar the Ministry 
of Steel and Heavy Engineering had set up a Working Group 
to suggest modification in the present system of distribution 
of iron and steel materials. He had had discussions with rhe 
members of this group and explained to thom the problem 
of serious shortages faced by the coal industry. He had also 
stressed before the Group the desirability of raising the status 
of the coal industry in the private sector from Prioriry I 
to Priority I It might take another 2 months or so for the 
Working Group to finalize its report. In the meantime, it 
was felt that it would be useful to have precise information 
about (i) the annual requirements of the kinds of iron and 
steel materials needed by the Coal Industry (1) how much of 
the tequiremenrs were being met at present (iii) what was the 
shortage which affected the production and {iy) the names of 
the controlled stockists earmarked for the Coal Industry. 


Tt was explained on behalf of the Development of Mines 
& Metals that the information on the above lines had been 
called for from the Coal Controller and the Industry was 
requested to extend the necessary oo-operation in having the 
necessary information furnished at the earliest so thar the 
matter was further processed with the Ministry of Steel & 
Heavy Engineering. 





& Metals. thar coking coal had alreatly ea included in the 
list of “Rey Industries” and as such, entitled to preferential 
treatment in the matter of release of foreign exchanges. The 
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Industry's representatives, however, requested that carly 
urrangements to make foreign exchange available for the 
import of capital goods and spares and components be 
made, They also expressed their difficulties in the matter of 
abraining licences. It was explained on behalf of the Depart- 
ment of Mines & Metals that this matter had already been 
taken up with the Chief Controller of Imports and Exports. 
They hac been asked as to why coking coal industry though 
included in the «category of key industrics was not being 
accorded a preferential treatment as it deserved, The pro- 
gress made in this regard would be reviewed at the next 
mecting of the etanding Committce of the Coal Advisory 


3. Scheme of Final Assistance to the coking coal In- 


As pointed out carlier in the minutes, the Minister assured 
the Council thar the scheme would not be finalized withour 
taking into: accoune the comments of the industry. They were 
requested to send their comments, if any, at the earliest. 


4. Unplanned construction in coalfields. 


It war stated on behalf of the West Bengal Government 
that they had under examination a Bill for compulsorily 
shifting people from areas where there were valunble coal 
reserves located underneath. The Industry’s representatives 
also joined him in emphasizing that further unplanned bwild: 
ing on exploitable coal reserves should be prohibited hy the 
State Government, Tt was decided that the Council should 
recommend to the Government of India to request the State 
Governments and the Governments of West Bengal and Bihar 
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in particular, to undertake legislation to prohibit building 
new structures in an unplanned manner on coal bearing 
areas. Wherever legislation existed to prevent unplanned 
construction, it should be implemented effecuvely. It was, 
however, accepted that the whole question boiled down to the 
economics of the proposition i, in weighing whether the 
moneys involved in having the coal bearing areas vacated 
visavis the value and quality of the exploitable coal locked 


All the representatives of the Joint Working Committce 
Were very critical on every subject that came up for discus- 
sion, Nothing was decided at the meeting. The political 
situation at the centre perhaps kept the Government side non- 
committal on every point and at the end the Government side 
hastily finished many important items on the agenda without 
any decision, The representatives of the Industry came out 
fram the mecting room with a feeling that the meeting was 
untimely, 


[. Coan Anvisory Councit: Sranoinc 
ComnItTEE 


Only two mectings of the above committee were held 
since im formation at both of which the Federation was re 
presented by Sri V.. BK. Poddar, Chairman. 


At the first mecting held at New Delhi on 20 December 
i968 under the Chairmanship of the Minister for Steel, Mines 
and Metals, the Minister opening the discussions referred 10 
the decision already taken to switch over to the tonnage basis 
and the discussion held in Ootacumund regarding the sug- 
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gested groupings and rates for the purpose of royalty. He 
invited ‘the views of the representatives of the Industry and 
the State Governments present at the mecting on the group. 
ings and rates suggested. 


Sri Lall of the Indian Mining Association poinwd out 
that the decision to awitch over to royalty on tonnage basis 
was tiken at the instance of the State Governments specifi- 
cally for the purpose of simplifying collection of revenue «te. 
{fc would be wrong on their part to put forward a claim for 
increased’ royalty while undertakinng rationalization, Coal 
shoul! be treated like other minerals such as manganese, 
limestone, etc. while switching over to tonnage bask, He 
suggested the examination of the legal aspects of conversion 
40 tonnage basis and whether or not this could be made the 
Pecasion for an increase in rates. 


Clarifying the position in this regard the Minister stated 
that the views of the Law Ministry had already been ob- 
tained, This advice broadly was to the effecr that in respect 
of pre-i949 leases (which had become statutory leases) royalry 
rates could be enhanced without any legal difficulty but he 
agreed that this matter should be further examined thorough- 
jy so that lurking doubts, if any, wete cleared, 


In reply to a query the represenratives of the Bihar and 
‘West Benal Governments explained that having regard to the 
relevant Supreme Court judgment it could safely be said by 
them that there were no pre-i9g4g coal leases in their States, 


The various statements appended to the note Groilated 
for the meeting were then carefully scrutinized. It was 
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explained thar the proposed rates were arrived at on the basis 
of weighted average which appeared ‘to be the only practical 
way. It was not considered possible for obvious reason to 
tike into account the different prices prevailing in different 
areas vis-a-vis a multitude of consumers. 


Sri Lall stated thar there were violent changes in certain 
cases in the rates of royalty suggested in the statements 
attached to the agenda papers and, these were not in accord- 
ance with the decision taken in favour of SA ad just- 
ments only, 

After a good deal of discussion it was decided that 

(i) There should be the following six groupings: 


Grades 


‘Group I coals Coking A, B& C 
Non-coking—Sel_ A 


Group I Coking D & E 
Non-coking Sel. B, Sel(OL) 


Group UT Coking F, G & H 
Non-coking Gr, [ 


Group IV Coking HH 
Noncoking IL. 1A & B 


‘Group V Coal over 35°/, ash 
| (Non-vendible coal) 


Group VI Rejects. 


The above mentioned groupings would be as certified by the 
Coal Board or its authorized nominee. 
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(ii) In Appendix ‘C' of the agenda for the mecting in 
respect of grades 1], LA & B (Non-coking) and Grade HH 
(coking) coals, the calculations which were apparently based 
on ceiling prices should be revised on the basis of actual 
prices paid for these coals. These prices should he ascertained 
from Railways cic. The prices indicated in Appendix ‘B’ for 
Gr. I coal would aleo seem to require revision. 


(iii) The next meeting should be beld in the second of 
third week of February at Calcutta, bur the agenda papers for 
the mecting should be circulated about three weeks in 
advance. 


The question of royalty rates in respect of Aseam and 
Singareni coals was then briefly mken up for discussion, Sri 
Lall pointed out thar Assam coals would require detailed 
consideration and suggested thar it might be diseussed in 
detail ar the next meeting. [rt was decided that one or two 
representatives of the Assam coal industry should also be 
invited among others. Regarding royalty rates for Singareni 
Collieries, jt was felt that the problem could be better solved 
hy mutual discussion between the Andhra Pradesh Govern- 
ment and the Singareni Collicries Company Lrd., in associa- 
tion with the Central Government representative. 


The sccond meeting of the above Committee was held in 
New Delhi on 5 September 1969 under: the Chairmanship of 
Sri Jagannath Rao, Minister of State for Petroleum & Chemi- 
cals and Mines & Metals, who welcomed members of the 
Standing Committee and invited their views on the items for 
discussions. He said that the first rwo items had already been 
discussed on earlier occasions and it was necessary to take 
early decisions on them. 


pea) 


Initiating the discussion on item No. 1, Sri Bose (West 
Bengal) said that the Government of West Bengal stood by 
the views already expressed in their letter of 29th July 1969 
that there should he only three groups for purposes of royalty. 


Dr. Lahiri (Central Fuel Research Instinite) apreed with 
the above and felt that the categorization of various grades 
into a number of groups for purposes of royalty would result 
in disputes between the Industry and the State Governments. 
He would rather suggest the following groupings: 


(i) Coking coal 

fii) Non-coking coal of Bengal-Biliar fields 
(ili) Outlying coals 

(tv) Rejects 


Sri Lall (Indian Mining Association) said that at present 
there were nine royalty rates for coking coal and six for non- 
coking coal separately for steam and-slack. Thus there were 
30 different rates prevailing ar present. The proposal now 
was to have only six different rates; groupings suggested were 
on the basis decided on at the Jast mecting of the Standing 
Committee, The discussion should really start from the point 
where it had been left at the last meeting. 


Sr Prasad (National Coal Development Corporation) 
pointed out thar by retaining separate groups for non-vendi- 
ble and rejects rhe State Governments would stand to benefit 
and if these were eliminated, the question of payment of 
royalty in respect of non-vendible or rejects would not arise. 
Dr, Lahiri felt thar the term ‘ungradable’ would be more 
appropriate than ‘non-vendible’. The Coal Controller poinred 
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eur thar the term ‘non-vendible’ had been used in the 
Colliery Control Order and it had already been classified as 
coal with 35 to 30 per cent ash. ‘The term was generally 
fairly well understood in the coal circles and should be 
retained. He also stated that there were rejects in West 
Bengal and Bihar and the Coal Board had issued grade certi- 
ficates for these even though they were not ofa sizcuble 
quantity, On behalf af the Coal Industry it was pointed cut 
that groups 1 & 1 should not be amalgamated and that the 
rounded off royalty rite in respeer of proup IT should have 
heen Rs. 1,80 instead of Rs, 1.35, 


After discussions it was decided that the groupings al- 
ready agreed to at the time of the last meeting. of the Stand- 
ing Committee were by and large reasonable and should 
stand, 


The discussions then centred round the rates of royalty 
worked out in the Ministry's note. 


Sr Worah requested that while deciding the royalry rates 
the development of lower grades. of coal shauld also be con: 
sidered: Tt was decided that the final decision on the royalty 
ratesehould be taken by the Government bearing: in mind the 
Supecstions made at the mecting, 


The decisions taker on the royalty rates might be ‘sum: 
med up as under - 


The groupings suggested in the Ministry's note for pur- 
poses of royalty would be retained. The royalty rates would 
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be fixed taking into account the suggestions made at the mecet- 
ing and gencrally on the basis of prices paid by the Railways 
and steel plants as‘on 110.1969. The royalty rates would be 
worked out on f.o.r, basis anid thus sales tax, excise duty and 
peyments in kind would not be taken into account. 


fhe: U1, 


The Bihar representative stated that they could noi 
“afford ta lose the revenues of the State which had hecome due 
consequent on the Supreme Court judgement. However, the 
State Government was prepared to accept the dues in instal- 
ments 20.48 not to cause hatdship to the Industry. Regard- 
ing amendment to Section 16(1), the Stite Government had 
recently made stme sugpestion which might be considered. 
The State Government was also-in favour of repealing Sec- 
tion go(A). The West Bengal representative endorsed the 
views of the Bihar Government, [t was agreed that there was 
need to bring pre-1g4q leases in accordance with the Mines 
and Minerals (Regulation and Development) Act, 1957 and 
the mechanics of achieving this object would be looked inte 
hy the Ministry in consultation with the Ministry of Law. 
On behalf of the Coal Industry, it was stated that they had 
tiken up the issue of arrear royalty in the Patna. High Courr 
ancl it was sub-judice, In the circumstances, Sri Lal! sug- 
gested that in the meantime no amendment to Section 16(1) 
or 30(A) should he introduced. It waa decided to take this 
aspect into consideration also. 


Item III. 


On behalf of the Government of Bihar, it was stated that 

a reply had been sent to the Department of Mines & Metals in 
respect of enhancement of surface rent on coal lands. As far 
ai the surface rent in respect of lands covered by Sections 9, 


Ca) 


to and 1 of the Bihar Land Reforms Act was. concerned, 
increase would be made ¢ither by agreement berween the two 
partics or in case of failure to come to agreement, by refer- 
ence to: the Mies Tribunal, The State Government would 
adopt this procedure. The pending demands for surface rent 
would also be modified according tw the new instructions. 
In view of the clarification given by the State Government 
there was no further discussion on the subject, 


The consensus of opinion at the meeting was in favour of 
continuing the Committee whose scope of functioning was 
much wider than merely considering day-to-day transport 
problems, It was, however, for the Coal Advisery Couticil 
to take decision on the suggestion made by the Railways. 
Tr was decided thar having regard to the viewpoint of the 
Railways and other present, a paper should be prepared and 
putup ar the next meeting of the Coal Advisory Council. 


It Coat Apvisory Counc: 
Cosmurtze, ox Transrorr asp Distatavrion 


The Committee held five. meetings during the year. 
Sri Pritamlal A. Chanchani represented the Federation on the 
Commnitter. 


Ar the firer meeting, held at Caleurma on 1 Ss and 16 
January 1969, the Coal Controiler presented the following 
figuresin support of his statement that within the ambit of 
the daily movement tmrget of 6600 wagons for the 
Bengal /Bihar field the Railways had done fairly well. 
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ALLOIMENT ix Wacons: (D/ AVERAGE) 











Period Steel § Washeries | Other Total 
June/68 rat 306 ay15 5435 
July/68 1338 64 3728 5°77 
Aug. /68 1215 634 3988 5837 
Sept. /68 1342 7°9 4416 6467 
Oct, / 68° 1302 741 4451 6524 
Nov,/68 1933 708 3845 G16y 

$o41 4089, 23079 36109 





As for Steel and Washerics, he pointed out that though 
there had beer a shortfall in allotment, that was not particu- 
larly the fault of the carriers.. To meet the recent shortage ot 
coal in the Steel Plants, the Railways. even relaxed their 
funonalization on which, it had appeared to him earlier, they 
depended too much, But then he pointed out, there was another 
aspect of the problem of transport requirements in the con- 
text of planned development of coal production and its: dis- 
tribution as envisaged in the successive Coal Plans, The 
Railways would be facing grearer difficulties in the coming 
months, The Steel Plants with Bokaro in its gestation period, 
would be demanding more and more supply and so also 
other industrial consumers and other users of coal. He re- 
quested the Railways to devise ways and meet the situation. 
He added that the Railways in some casca had taken the 
position of sponsoring authority in the ovatier of fixing of 
coal quota even for important consumers like power houses. 
He cited the-case of the U. P. Electricity Board. 


( So.) 


In regard to the Korea & Rewa field the Chairman 
minted our thar facts revealed that the target of Sso was not 
considered enough with the present goings-on. There was 
therefore, a case of upward revision, He requested members 
to indicate the quantum of increase. 





It was pointed out on behalf of the Railways that the 
held-wise targets for Fourth Plan period had nor yet been 
finalized and final figures might perhaps he awaited before 
recommending an ad-hoc increase in targets for the CLC 
field. 


_ The Cornmittee, however, agreed to the suggestion for 
increasing the target to :ts0 wagons for the year 1966. The 
Chairman ruled that the view of the Committee should be 
communicated co the Government for consideration through 
the Ministry of Mines and Metals. | 


The Chairman pointed out that with the output of coal 
going up from 67 million tonnes to 98 million tonnes at the 
end of the Fourth Plan. there would be an increase of about 
G6 million tonnes every year and the Railways would have to 
Bear up their transport capacity to this end. He enquired of 
the members about their views as to the quantum of this in- 
crease over that of the existing target of 4100 wagons per day 
on Bengal-Bihar field for 1969. 


Sri M, L. Agarwaila (1C.0.A.), suggested that the larger 


of 4100 for Bengal-Bihar field (E.R. & S.E. Rly. combined) be 
raised by 20% ie, 4900 or an increase of Boo wagons per day. 
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After discussion, the Committee agreed wo the foliowing 


(a) The rargetof 4100 for other consumers be raised \ap- 
wards by 20%, per annum to 4900 wagons ic. an in 
Crease Of Soy wagons for the year robg. 


(b) “This increase of 800 wagons-should include an addi 
tional too wagons for mavement of soft coke which 
should be in addition to the present Movement quors 
af goo per ilay. 


(¢) The Railways mighr in the meantime make every 
endeavour to achieve the present targer of ffoo over: 
ill and g:00 for ‘other consumers’ and rhus fulfil their 
long outstanding commitment to the Coal Incdistry. 


The second meeting was held at Delhi on) 14> 4nd 14 
March rg6go. At this meeting the following measores were 
suggested hy the members at the request of the Chairman for 
immediate implementation hy the Railways: 


(4) First, the sponsored! quota for all-industries inchiding 
BRK and soft coke should be mer in full The Rail. 
ways should try to achieve their own coal loading 
tatgets. m cach area/ field im the husy season. 


(b) The existing targets for loading af coal be increased 


fe) Transhipment cipacities for ced! at Virangam, Hotyi, 
TTP, Korkupertai, Secunderabad ete. he increased as 
soon as possible to avoid bottlenecks. 

6 
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(d) Allotment of four wheeler wagons in piecemeal should 
be increased. particularily for Korea and Rewa field 
and Railways be requested to. accept directional block 
rakes Of ftursvheeler to assist small consumers. 


{e) To assist: small consumers: the Railways be requested 
to qanake potarional pilot-wise allorments piccemicals 
in four-wheelets on amimated days, The Coal Indus 
try emphasized thar they be consulted in fixing the 
percentavr of allotment in cach aecron. 


(t) In case of short supply after allotment made by the 
Railways, it should be made good within go days 
ftom the date of such short supply. 


if) In the Stares where the Railways were not demanding 
sponsoring for movement of coal ie. Weat Benegal, 
excepting North Bengal and Bihar, excepting north 
Bihar, the Railways be requested to meet the demand 
in fuil. 


(bh) Transhipment capacity at Tewari and Gondia on the 
S.E. Rly. should ‘be increased to enable movement of 
cial from collieries on marrow gauge section on the 
Satpura Range, to stations on the broad pauge side. 


The Chairman informed the members thar he had had a 
fruitful discussion on the transport problems of the Coal In- 
dustry with the Minister for Railways at Railway Bhawan on 
the previous day, The Minister promised to give as many 
wagons as were rev ul The Minister evinced keen j interest 
and wanted him to sive a note pin-pointing the present diffi- 
culties which required to be remedied by the Railways. The 
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Chairman requested the Secretary of the Committee to prepare 
such a note, with the help of the members: The Committee 
igreeed, 


The third mecting of the Committee during the year was 
held on 7 und 8 April toso In Titik Hall, Council House, 
Lacknow. 


In welcoming the members the Chairman arated that this 
necting of the Committee was convened at Lucknuw to hear 
those small consumers/traders direct whose voice was not 
being beard inthe present context about their. difficulties / 
problems in securing their coal/coke requirements after 
decontral. He said that coal was imlike other finished indus 
trial products and had to be extracted from underground. 
its: producion was naturally dependent on its olftake, which 
4n its turn was dependent on the despatching facilities offered 
mainly by the Railways to enable ir to reach the ultimate 
consumer of such coal, He explained im brief the composi- 
tion, functions and the utility of this Committee in the post- 
decontrol period in the matter of finding solutions through 
discussion with all interests concerned. regarding shortages: 
distribution and transport with a view to meeting the in- 
creased demand for this commodity that was being generated 
with the lifting of control. This Committee wat aware that 
while the crux of the problem was the inadequate wagon 
availabilicy, the problem was more pronounced in the case 
of numerous small consumers of brick burning coal and 
soft coke, spread all over the country, whose requirements 
were small, and finance limited and who. naturally could not 
afford to receive their requirements of coal/coke in rake loads 
of Box. wagons. The Chairman then. invited the representa- 
tives of the various associations of brick kiln owners/soft coke 
depot holders etc. to place their problems before the Com- 
mittee for its examination. 
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Av the request of the Chairman the representatives of the 
associations of brick kiln owners: explained) their -difficultics 
in getting the required quantity and quality of conl/coke- 
These difficulties could be summarized under the following 
heads: — 


(i) In adequate and erratic supply of coal/coke. 

(=) Increase in price of coal/coke after decontrol. 

(3) Inferiar quality of coal/coke. 

(4) Loss in Weigh. 

(s) Late receipts of Railway Receipt at the destination 
Sratlon, 

(6) Inadequacy of permissible free mme for (4) unloading 


of wagons and (h) removal of coil from the Railway 
slings. 


(7) Nomination of coal agents hy the Stare Covernment. 


(8) The undesirabiliry of the dump. scheme, 


Price or Coar/Coxe Arrex Deron rao 


 - 

Ms In’ regard to the State quota for ULP.. the Committee 
cafter discussions agreed that the quota for U.P. Stare should 
be immediarely fixed at a00 rakes per month, for April, May 
and) June 194 and this be continued till such time as the 23 
State Government would make o further assesament of their 
‘demand after a study of the situation then prevailing. It was 
further agreed that the above decision of the Committee be 
sent to the Government through the Ministry of Mines and 
Metals. 


i 
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On a query from the Chairman about the high prices 
ot aes reported by the Jocal representatives of the various 
Associations of Brick Kiln Qwners ete,, the representative of 
the State Government, Sri Bhagwant Singh, confirmed that 
last year slack coal was sold even at Re. 120/) per tonne at 
aaitic places. This vear it was being sold generally ar Rs, 90/- 
i) Rs, 100/- per tonne, Soft coke was selling at more than 
Rs. 4.50 per yo ky. besides sales tax and labour charges. Sn 
Singh also’ referred to the sponsoring system and said that 
an attempt was made by the State Government of U.P. to 
abolish this system but ie did not work well, ft resulted in 
ai ae al hooking and over hookings at the des 

ing unds, blockades at the destination ends and impo- 
sition on Railway restriction on booking from time to rime. 
The situation could nor be met hy full decontrel. Sponsor- 
ing of wagon was a necessity to regulate supplies. Ele also 
said that decontre]l had been unsucceseful. There should be 
Tecontrol over price and distrilmition and movement. 





Coa Busips 


Tr was pointed our on behalf of the State Government 
that i at view a cool-dump was 9 necessity if: the present 
shortage of wagons continued. The State Government wa 
aware of the dilficulties in setting up such dumps, The in- 
treased cost involved, the arrangement for stacking space 
and credit facilities ere. were hurdles in the way. The com- 
Mitee wat informed that the State Government was consider- 
ing & proposal in this resard at present and the decision 
arrived at aay be intimated to the Committee: 





NomisaTjion ar Coat AGENTS BY Tk Stave GovernMent 


On a further query from the Chairman, the representa- 
uve of the State Government informed that the State Govern- 
iment would examine the matier of nomination in the light of 
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the opinion expressed by the representative of the brick-kilt 
owners and coal depot holders etc, earlier and their decision 
in this respect would be intimated to the Committee. 


The fourth meeting was held on. 3-and 14 June 196) in 
Bombay, The subjects discussed were: 


(i) Inadequate and erratic supply of coal/coke. 
(ii) Pilferage of coal/eoke in transit/Railway vari. 
(in) Sponsored system of movement. 


(iv) Issue of Rly, receipts fr. R/R of Box & Ordinary 
wagots. 


lv) Price of coal/eoke after deconrrol, 


The Chairman in his speech stated that this meeting of 
the Committee was being held at Bombay to hear the con- 
sumers (Big/Small) in the Western Region of India abour their 
difficulties/problems tegarding quantity/quality/price of Goal 
jeoke tn securing their cowl/coke requirements after decon- 
trol. He recalled in this connexion that while he was the 
Chairman of the Coal Transport Advisory Committee, which 
functioned in the control days in 1963/64, there was also a 


aimilar get-together at Bombay, The situation then was, 


however, different. There was enongh coal available, so also 
transport but there was shortage af consumers, The purpose 
of thar meeting was'to find out customers, The position had 
tince undergone a vast change with the Government decision 
io decontrol movement and price of coal effective from “mid- 
1907". Since then this Committee had heen constantly en: 
deavouring to find out solutions in consultation with all con- 
cerned interest to the day-todlay problems faced by the 
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consumers of coal/coke, particularly smaller sections therenf, 
spread -al] over the country, whose requirements were smail 
and finance limited and naturally could nor afford to receive 
their requirements of coal/coke in ranks loads of box wapons. 
Big consumers might have their problems too. 


No decisions were taken but the views of the representa- 
tives of various bodies on the subjects of the agenda were: 
noted, 


The bfth meeting during the year was held on sy July 
if at Bangalore, 


The Chairman remarked in his speech thar the meeting 
was being held in Bangalore with a view to acquaint the 
Committee with the difficulties/ problems of consumrs (big/ 
¢mall) in the Southern part of the country in the matter ot 
obtaining their requirements of coal/coke consequent on 
decontrol. He also observed thar in has often been represented 
to: thia Committee by all concerned interests that the crux of 
the problem was inadequate rail transport, The difhculty 
however was more pronounced in the case of numerous. small 
consumers of coal, spread all over the country, whose require- 
ments were «mall and fmance limited who could not afford 
to receive their requirements of coal/coke in rake load of box 
wagons. The chairman thus requested the representative of 
the various Industries /Associations to indicate their problems, 
if any, for the Committee's information /cosideration. 


The items discussed were: 


(A) Inadequate wagon availabiliry fram West Bengal) 
Bihar Coalheld. 
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(B) Shortage of cou! jn transit/pilferage, 
(C) Price of coal/coke. 
(19) Discussion on problems /difficultice relating tw. coal) 


coke supply te consumers. in the State of Niveore, 
Tamilnadi etc, 


(E) Consideration al difficulties of small consumers in 
different States in the Southern Region of India. 





(F) Increased fucilitics for piecemeal movements. 
(G) Allotment of wagons a/c, BP. & B.P. Hard Coke. 


(Hl) Free foaling time for soft coke im box. wagons/ 
rakes: 


(TF) Inadequate wagon supply for movement af soft coke. 
(J) Rake programme—provision for a cushion. 

(K) Statistical data in Coal Production, Despatches, ete, 
(L.) Allotment of wagons for Soft Coke and Hard Coke 
(M) Wayos suply in Central Indix Coalfields—increase 


in Movcment qioti. 


(ii) Con Apvrory Cousxen.: Cosme ox Assessstent 
or Resorvaces 





, The above Committee held two meetings uring the year, 
| the 6th and 7th. 


At the 6th mecung held on +3 March 1969. the following 
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decisions Were taken regarding the distribution of printed 
maps on 1” = 1 mile seale: 


0) On receipt of the distribunion list trom the Member- 
Secretary af the Committee, the GS. would ‘supply 
sere of maps each comprising of go Nos, (35 for Vol. 1, 
38 for Vol. 11 and 17 for Vol If) covering with brown 
papers freely to those. who had been provided with 
free copies of these volumes. 


ii) The organizations, omnis who had purchased these 
volumes, should also le requested to purchase these 
maps at a cost to be finalized by the Member-Sccre- 
tary in consultation with the Financial Adviser of the 
Coal Board. 


iii) The temaining sits if. maps relatmg to the unsold 
copies of these reports [Vol L. [fl & TT). should be 
kept in the safe custody of GAT. till the steel 
dlmirahs had been provided by the Coa! Board for 
their record, 


The following summary «f work carned out by the Geo- 
logical Survey of India. for the Committee during the period 
From 298:68 10 12.369 was presented at the meeting: 


(i) Seam foho maps of the eastern part of the North 
Karanyura Coal field had alreacly been finalized bat 
duc to the non-availability of complete chemical 
anidlysis data, estimation of categorized reserves had 
bees held up But meanwhile, data in respect of 
other blocks, viz, Pakri-Barwadih, ete, were being 
processed for the preparation of scamfolio maps. 
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(ii) 2500 maps had been sent to the Govt. of India Press 
for incorporarion in rhe Report of the SubCom- 
mittee on the Coal Resources of the haria, Raniganj 
& East Bokaro coalfields with Special Reference to 
their Non-coking Coal Porentialitics. 


(iti) Received from the Survey of India S00 copies of 
‘seam-fohio maps of the Jharia Coalfield, 20 copics 
cach fram 40 original sheets en 4”=1 mile scale 
‘Arrangements were made. for their storage diszribu- 
tion ete. 


The 7th meeting of the Committee was held on 13 
August 1965. The following reports. were presented at the 
meeting and recorded as amnexures in the proceedings: 


(i) The correlation of seams in respect of the Karidari, 
Pakri-Barwadih Blocks had been finalized and a com: 
posite map of the Central part of the North Karan- 
pura was prepared for making seam-folio maps. 


(ii) Rechecking of the categorywise resetves of prime 
coking coal in the leased out areas of the Jharin 
coalfield, was carried out. The results obtained were 
in accordance with the estimate of the Sub-Com- 
Mittee on coking coal resources of Jharia, Raniganj 
and East’ Bokaro coalhelds, 


(iii) Seventy nine seam-folio maps of the Jharia coal- 
held on 4”=1 mile scale had been cerutinized and 
sent for priting to the Survey of India, 
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D. Mistrat Anvisory Boarp 


The 6th: meeting of the Mineral Advisory Board wae 
held at New Delhi on 29 September 1969 under the cliair- 
manship of Dr. Triguna Sen, Minister for Petroleum and 
Chemicals and Mines & Metals. Si V. K. Poddar, Chairman, 
antentled the mecting as a representative of the Federation. 


In course of his inaugural address, Dr, Triguna sen made 
a review of the progress made by the mineral industries dut- 
ing the last two decades and stated thar the value of minera! 
production in India had gone up from Rs. 64 crores in 1945 
to Rs, 360 crores in 1968. He emphasized the importance of 
reduecnon of costs and! the particular need for conservation of 
fcarce resources in a country with limited resources of copper. 
Jead, zinc and high grade coking coal. Dr. Sen also: stressed 
in his speech the need of creating a Favourable climate of in- 
vestment in mineral industries to which end, Dr, Sen-atated, 
the Government was considering the recommendations of 
the Committee on Incentives to Mining Industry and by the 
Boothalingam Committee on Rattonalization of Tax Structure 
and it was proposed to make a provision in the Income-tax 
Act for amortization over a 1o-vear period of expenditure 
incurred hy an Indian Company on proapecting for specified 
mincrals or groups of assodated minerals and development 
of mines or any other source of marural deposits of such 
minerals, Ir was also revealed by Dr. Sen that the Govern- 
ment had accepred the recommendations that the period for 
the grant of mining leases for minerals should be 30. years 
on the first instance, renewable st the option of the Jessee for 
a further period of 30 years. 


Most of the items on the agenda related to other minerals 
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than coal; the item that seriously concerned the Coal Indus: 
iy Wat one regarding tho proposal for levy of rvyalty on coal 
@nd other mineral consumed within the leasehold areas for 
‘sommercial purposes, In the note circulated by the Ministry 
#1 the meeting it wos stared that royalty on cog) tised for 
boiler consumption to penernte steam tp operate machinery 
ete. should also be charged and the explanation given in the 
Hote was that such consumption of coal should also come with: 
in the purview of the definition of commercial purposes. Al 
though the discussions on the subject were inconclusive. Sr 
V. K. Poddar, Chairman, wrote a 1.0. letter to Sri Jagannath 
Rav, Minister of State for Mines & Metals, drawing his 
attention to the fact thar mostly tejected coale were used for 
boiler consumption in collicrics and that whether the PLEO 
Of royalty that was charged on such coals, jr would Impotc an 
aiditional turden on collicries and inflate the cost of produc. 
tion. The Federation as well as the J.W.C. in a letter pointed 
our that ir would be most unfair and inequitable and unlawful 
we to charge royalty an coal consumed within the leasehold 
areas unlesy coal is: actually sold for profit or otherwise, 
Basel on the dictionary meaning of the expression "Con 
mercial Purposes” it was pointed aut that a commercial rran- 
‘action. ix one which involves buying and selling and the 
motive of which is to make profit, It wae further pointed 
nut that apart from. the question of legality in imposing 
royalty on coal used for boiler consumption, thie fetropressive 
proposal would lead to. various: complications and constant 
tckertis beaver the management of the collieries and the 
State Government authoritics particularly in view of the fact 
that it was hardly possible ro assess with any mimoune GF Aern- 
racy the quantum of coal used in the bellers of collieries with- 
in the leasehold areas. [1 was also mentioned by Sr VLR, 
Poddar, Chairman, in his DO. letter, thar royalty was being 
chatged from time immemorial on the FOR. price of coal 
and for more than joo years no foyalry bad ever been charged 
on coal used in boiler ty operate machinery, Tie matter is 
still under consideration of the Government: 
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EF. Puewr op Coxine Coa Cotvorsivs 


As indicated elsewhere in’ the Report (Coal Advisory 
Council) the representatives of the Industry have drawn the 
attention of the Government to the extreme dithculry being 
‘experienced by coking ‘coal collierivs as a result of the reduc- 
tion in the demand of coking coal ly Washerics and steel 
plants, and. the mounting stocks. The demand from steel 
plants and washeries fell by about 2.50000 tormes a month 
during the period August 1964 10 February 1970, Stocks 
have teen to an tuprecedented level at many collieries and 
if there is no improvement in the demand coking coal pro- 
duction will receive a set back with serious reprecussions on 
the tabour situation in the coalfield area, The financial 
situation of coking coal. collieries, already affectecl’ by the 
serious underpncing referred to by the Tariff Comunission, 
will become stil] worse. The offtake of the steel plants has 
fallen beenute af labour unrest. The Indian Iron & Steel 
Co. Lad. is finding ir difficult to carry on its routine opera. 
non. The Tara Dron & Steel Co, Ltd, is nor expected! ty 
restore normal olfake until June, tg7a. Rourkela Steel 
Plant has nop taken any coal’ from rst January, 1970 owing 
to labour trouble. Their offtake for February has also been 
Fediced| very considerably, Durgapir Coke Ovens Projec 
is alsa not in a position ti take the programmed quantity. 
Furthermore, Kathara and Swang Washerics which were to 
have been linked to Bokaro Sreel Plint, may son come into 
Operation, but serious déhiys have taken place in commis 
soning the Bokaro Steel Plant. The availability of washed 
coal from Kathara ond Swang Washeries would mean that 
there would bea huge surplus of coking eoal on the marker 
witil Bokaro comes into operation. Tt would appear thar the 
coking coal stock position is therefore not likely to improve 
even hy the current year. Measures may have to he 
taken to keep the collieries going in the national interest und 
to avoid further labour unrest. 
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To enable collieries to tide over be present critical posi- 
fon, the Joint Working Committee sugecsted in its lerter 
No. 713/73 dared 25 January 1970 thar the Government 
should finance collieries’ pit-heid ‘stocks and make efforts to 
export coking and washed coal «a that the stocks could be 
cleared, Ir was also wiggested that consideranion should he 
given to utilizing Pu. 480 Fonds temporarily to prevent 
complere dislocation of coking coal collicrics’ finances. jr 
Was also supeested that-in this critical situation the Private 
Sector should be given the opportunity to dispose ‘of its coal 
by direct export without reference to the Minerals and 
Metals Trading Corporation. 


But in its fetter in reply, No. yo/i/HC VET dated 
§ February 1970, the Ministry of Petroleum and Chemicals 
and Mines & Metals haa stated thar it was not possible to 
accept the suggestion of the foint Working Commitice about 
financing pit-head stocks at collieries on Government account. 
The Government has, however, agreeel to allow export ot 
‘izeable quantities of medinm /blendable /non-coking coals 
from Ranigany, Mohuda. Dishergarh, and Poniati/Sanctoria/ 
Koitht areas, Tt has also been decided to simplify expor: 
procedures. Subject to a floor price being set by the 
Minerals and Metals Trading Corporation and canalization 
“f the export through them, exporters will be free to nego- 
tate with foreign buyers, The Joint Working Committe has 
also been requested to approach the Coal Controller for 
_ Metails regarding the quantities and sources from which ex- 
port will be perm el, 





According to the Progress Report of the Collieries Volun- 
‘ary Amalgamation Committee for the month of December 
A 
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196g, the lntest position with regard to voluntary amalgama- 
‘tion. of collieries is that actual amalgamation has taken place 
in 52 cases involving 114 collieries, out of 82 proposals in- 
volving 172 collicrics. 


The Conumittee las so far dropped/rejected ty cases— 
7H suggestions and so proposals on vyatious grounds. The 
number of pending cases now stands ar to of which 7 are 
ready for consideration at the next meeting and two ‘are 

ider technical examination at the field office and the 

mining one is still under correspondence with the pro- 

poser, The intest position up to the end of December 1969 
#s shown in the following consolidated statemenr: 








No. of propons suasrations No, of cases tiie ' pools 
teosived or initiated: jan — dropped. [the call  pregona 





Propo-| [niti- 
mca ae 
mini ri. 
‘bua = mea 


Cases where amalgamation has taken place showing the / 
number of collieries involved in cach case. 
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Upto the end of December 1969. 


SL No, Natne of Collieries. No. of collicries, 
involved, 

Rest Ena with East Bhuggardih. 2 
Chandore with West Mudiilih. : 
Simla Dalurband with Pure Dalur- 

heanicl, z 
Central Kooridih wirh Sonardihy, : 
Indian Jharia with Centrai [haria. 3 


16, 


Lie 


Pure Selected Angarpathra owirh 
North Tennilmari and Central 


Hansjora Khas. 


Bengal Jharia with Sree Commercial, 


Madhujore with coal bearing Jand in 
Moiiws Gaidhoha. 


Girimint with an arcs of Koithee 


seat in Stipur Colliery’s Mouza Sripur, 


Fear Nimcha with coal hearmny 
lands in Mouza Damalia, Wara- 
bhangs & Egara 


East Bhuggardih (including Kast Ena 
already amalgamated) with East 
Bhalgora, 


Parascole with Mukundapur, Damari- 
band / Madhusudanpur, 


Lea) 


f=3 virgin lands: 


1+2 virgin lands, 
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SL No. Name of collieries, No.of collieries 
involved, 


1} Damoda with a part of Raniganj 2 


ty Oriental with Kusumkanali. 2 
15. Bhagya Laxmi with Fast Kumar- 
dhubi: 2 


16. East Angarpathra with M/s. B. ‘Tri- 
gunair & Bros.’s Angarpathra. 


ke 


ty Adjustment of boundaries. of West 
Gedhur with South Bulliari Kencdwadit 
(Dbriajoha Section), 2 


18; M/s, Pandabera Coal Co.'s Pandahera 
with M/s. Khas Busera Coal Con- 
cms Kujama & Pandabera and M/s. 
Central Kujama Coal Concern’s 
Central Kujama., $ 


1g. M/s, Nath: & Khas Coat o's Nath 
Mursidih with Khas Muraidih. 2 


20 M/s. West Ramkanali Calliery Co,'s 
West Ramkanali with Keshalpur, 2 


2. Pure Burragath with the Burragath 
of the Ranigun| Coal Association Ld. 2 


22. Anparpathra (amaleamated) with the 
Kantapahari of Sri Meghaji Bhimji. 2 


23. Angarpathra of East Angarpathra 
Colliery Co, (P) Ltd. with Sree Mahabir 
Angarpathta of Sree Satyapal Virmani, 2 

7 
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SI, No. Name of collierics 
24. Sulanga with Golden Jeenagora of 


25- 


oe et 


25. 


Sl. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


Shri Arjun Agarwalla. 


Kuya of M/s, Kuya Colliery Co. with 
Khas Kuya of M/s. Khas Kuya Gol- 


New Kenda with a part of Parasea. 


Pure Shampur and Khas Shampur 
with Enst Badjna. 


Pure Samla with coal bearing land of 
M/s. Mitra & Co, in Mouza Bana- 
gram, 


Central Kendwadih with New. Sikari- 
chuck. 


Real Nandi with Poniati Mines. 


Khas Jharia, New Khas Jharia and 
Sonalibad with Phulariband. 


Khas Mehtadih with Selected Jamua- 
tard. 


Bera with 425 Bighas of coal land in 
Mouza Verakatra, 


Ena with Bhuggardih. 


Royal Golukdih with Royal Tisra. 


No.of collieries 
involved, 
= 
| 
4 
3 


1+1 virgin land. 


os 
> 
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Sl, No, Name of collieries, 


36. 


oe 


a. 


3%- 


40 


42. 


43 


45. 


46. 


47- 


4a. 


K. S, Nanji’s Kujama and Pure 
Kujama with Central Kujama (amal- 
gamated), | 


Ranipur with a part of Deoli, 


Sendra Bansjora with Gararia and 


North Ekra, 


Selected Jharia & Selected Khas 
Jharia with East Bhuggardih. 


New Jovramdih and West Joyramdih 
with Joyramdih, fe 


North Kessurgarh with Khas Joy- 
ramuail. | | 


Kirkend with New Marine. 

Central Bansjora & Selected Sendra, 
Samdi Sangramgarh and Lalbazar 
North. Ghanuadih & West Ghanuadih. 
Shampur Barljna and Nayadanga. 
Upper Mandra and Phulisritand 


Angarpathra and Jharin Khas. 


Kalisthan Angarpathra and West 
Moadidih. | 


No.of collieries 
involved, 
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SL No, Name of colliertes. No.of collicrics 
involved. 
50, West Salanpur and Sewaria Salanpur,, 2 
5) Methani and Aldih, 2 
s2. Sree Jagannath and Central Kessar- 
garh. 2 
PRoposais aCcErTEp #Y THe ConaitrtEs 
SL No. Name of collicries. No. of collieries 
involved, 
1 Damoda with a part of Raniganj). -2 
a. East Ena with East Bhuggatiih. z 
3. Bengal Jharia with Sree Commercial, 3 
4. Chandore with West Mudidih. 2 
5 Pure Samla with virgin coal bearing 
lands of Sri D, Hazra & M/s. Mitra 
& Co. 1+: virgin land. 
6. Sripur with coal bearing lands in 


Mahantagram, Kalipahari & Chack 
Reshabganj. 1+3 Virgin lands. 
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SL No. Name of collieries, 


10, 


6. 


ry. 


Ratibart with. coal bearing lands in 
Mouza Showrah belonging to the 


No. of collicrics 
involved. 


Government of West Bengal, in Mouza 


Ghusick 





belonging to: M/s. Ghusick and 


Muslia Colfierics Ltd. in Mouza Kuardih 


belonging ro M/s. Kuardih Coal Co. Led. 
and in Mouza Damra belonging to 
M/s. Kalapahari Coal Co. Ltd. 





Pure Selected Angarpathra with 
North Tentulmari and Central Bans 
jora Khas. 





Bhowanipur with Chitr 


Madhujore with coal bearing lands of 
M/s. Bengal Coal Co. Ld. in Mouza 
Gaidhoba. 


East Nimecha with coal bearing lands 
of M/s. Bengal Coal Co, Led. in 
Damalia, Harabhanga and Egara, 
Girimint with a part of Sripur, 


Samla Dalurband with Pure Dalur- 
bared. 


East Bhalgora with Eas Bhuggawdih. 


Parascole with Mukundapur, Damari- 
hand / Madhosudanmur. 


Indian Jharia with Central [haria. 
Central Kooridih with Sonardih. 


+4 virgin lands, 


t+1 virgin land. 


1+3 virgin lands, 
: 
2 
2 


r+2 virgin lands. 
2 


a 
= 


19. 


& 


=o 
34 


36. 


37. 
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rh. New Kenda with Parasea. 


Royal Golakdih with Royal Tisra. 


» Jambad Kajora with Sitalpur, 


- Pure Durgapur with Fatepur and Golden 


Jharia, 


. M/s. New Standard Coal Go, (P) 


Lad.’s Lodna with M/s. North Burra- 
kar Coal Co. (P) Lads Lodna and 
Suratand, 


Oriental with Kusumkanaili. 


M/s, Amar Singh Gowamal & Sons 
Tista with M/s. Dhanji Devji & Sons 
Tisra and M/s, Diamond Coal Co.’s 
Tisra. 


» Indian and Central Jharia with 


Lower Upper Jharia. 


M/s, H. D. Agarwalla & Son's West 
Goedhur and M/s. East India Goal 
Co. Ltd.'s South Bulliari Kendwadih 
(adjustment of be ries). 


M/s. Khas Mehtadih Colliery Co.'s 
Khas Mehtadih and Selected Jamuz- 
nod 





. M/s. West Ramkanali Colliery Co.’s 


West Ramkanali and Keshalpur. 


No. of collieries 
involyed, 


ha 
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SL No. Name of collieries, 


2g. M/s, East Angarpathra Colliery Co. 


32 


35- 


36. 


(P) Ltd.'s Angarpathra and M/s. B. 
Trigunair & Bros.’s Angarpathra. 


Khas |hatia, New Khas Jharia and 
Sonalibadl with ©M/s, Phularibad 
Colliery Co.'s Phularibad. 


M/s. Bhagya Laxmi Coal Co.'s 
Bhagva Laxmi with Sri Sri Lakshmi 
Narain Trust's East Kumardhuhi, 


M/s. Pandabera Coal Co.'s Panda- 
bera with M/s, Khas Batra Coal 
Concern’s Kujama and Fandabera 
and M/s, Central Kujama Coal 
Concern’s. Central Kajama, 


M/s. Nath & Khas Coal Co.'s Nath 
Muraidih with Khas Moraidih. 


M/s. Raisahib Chandanmull Indra 
Kumar (P) Ltd.'s Monoharbahal 
with M/s. Dishergarh Coal Co,’s 
South Joyramdanga, 


Pure Sitalpur of M/s, Pure Simlpur 
Coal Concern with Diamond Sitalpur 
Colliery Co, (P) Ltd's Diamond 
Sitalpur, 


Pure Burragarh with the Burragarh 
of Raniganj Coal Association Led. 


No. of collicries 
involved. 
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SI. No. Name of collieries, 
37+ Angarpathra Colliery of the Eas; 


at. 


43: 


45: 


Angarpathra Colliery Co, (P) © Led. 
with Sree Mahabir Angarpathra of 
Satyapal Virmani. 


Angarpathra (amalgamated) with the 
Kantapahari of Shri Mieghsji Bhimji. 


Sulanga with Golden Jeenagora of Sri 
Arjun Agarwalla. 


Jaipuria Kajora of M/s. Jaipuria 
Kajora Collieries Ltd, with the East 
Kajora of the East Kajora Collicties 


Lad. 
The Model Joyramdih with the Cen- 


tral Joyramdih both belonging to 
M/s, Paul Brothers. 


D. Mondal & Co.'s Pure shampur 
with Khas Shampur and East Badjna. 


Kuya of M/s, Kuya Collierics Co. 
with the Khas Kuya of M/s. Khas 
Kuya Colliery Co. 

Real Nandi with Poniati Mines. 


New Shikarichuck with Central 


Mudidih and Budrochuck of M/s. 


No. of collieries 
involved, 


1 
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SL No. Name of collieri¢s, 


47; 


53 


53° 


North Ghanundih with West Ghanua- 


Phularitand Khas with Upper 
Manclra. 


Bhuggandih with Ena, 
West Salanpur with Sawria Salanpur. 


Central Kujama with K. 5, Nanji’s 
Fujamia, 


Bera with 425 bighas of coal bearing 
land of Mouza Verakatra. 


Ranipur with a part of Deoli. 


Sendra Bansjora with Gararia (Coal 
Co.) and North Ekra, 


South Golukdih and Indian & Central 
Jharia, 


Central Kujama (amalgamated) K. S. 
Nanji's Kujama & Pure Kujama. 


» Khas Jeenagora, Central Jeenagora 


and New Jecnagora, 


Selected Jharia, Selected Khas Jharia 
and East Bhuggatdih. 


No, of collieries 
involved: 


be 


r+1 virgin land. 
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SI, No. Name of collieries, 


61: 


63, 


65. 


G7. 


+0, 


Victory and Liberty. 


North Kessargath and Khas Joy- 
ramdih, 


Joyramdih, New Joyramdih and West 
Joyramdih. 


. Kalisthan Angarpathra and West 


Mudidih. 
Shampur Badjna and Nayadanga. 


Angarpathm (E. A. Colliery Co.) 


Fast Katras and Kailudih. 
Salanpur and New Lakurka. 


New Marine and Kirkend, 


Selected Phularitand and South 


South Barora and Mondal’s Kend- 


Adjustment of boundaries between 
Parasea and Belbaid. 


No. of collieries 


involved. 


ho 
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SL. No. Name of collieries, 
71. Samdih Sangramgarh and Lalbazar. 


73: 


is 


1 


1S 


8. 


70: 


St. 


2. 


Central Bansjora and Selected Sendra. 
North Tentulia and North Karras. 
North Badina and Sooth Badjna. 
North Damuda ‘and Kessurgarh. 
Methani & Aldih Collicrics. 


A portion of Porascole Colliery with 
Central & Lower Jambad Colliery. 


West Ramkanali Colliery and a part 
of B. Roy’s Ramkanali Colliery. 


North Keshalpur with part of B. Roy’s 
Ramkanali and a part of West Ram- 
kanali Collicries. 


Khas Angarpathra with Angarpathra 
of East Angarpathra Colliery Co, (P) 
Ltel. 


Central Eessurgarh and Sri Jagan- 
nath. 


South Jharia and Model Jharia, 


No. of collieries. 
involved. 


id 
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G. Computsonry Acguistrtox/ AMALGAMATION oF Coal Mrves. 


The Government of India in the Ministry of Petro: 
Jeum & Chemicals and Mines & Metals. Department of 
Mines & Metals, made « proposal in December 1o6q for 
acquisition of coking coal collieries for development and/or 
scientific exploitation in the interest of conservation of acarcé 
coking coal reserves. The Joint Working Committee wa: 
requested by Sri K. K. Dhar, Director, Ministry of Petro- 
feum & Chemicals and Mines & Metals, in his letter No. 
‘CVIII-10(3)/69 dated 26 December 1969. to attend ji meeting 
initially: fixed for January 1970 in Shastri Bhavan, New 
Delhi to discuss the various issues having a bearing on the 
proposal, Bur the above meeting which was postponed to 
7 February 1970 was nor held on that date and it has been 
porponed to zo February i972. The following note, which 
would serve as the basis for ‘discussions, has been teecived 
from the Ministry: 


“We have been consirlering in this Department ways 
and means to ensure thar the production of coking coal 
‘comes up as planned, in a scientific manner having duc 
regard to the conservation angle, among other factors. One 
Of the ideas is that statutory powers should be assiymed under 
which collieries could be directed not only to increase the 
production of coking coal but also to enstire scientific exploi- 
tation and conservation of scarce coking coal resources in the 


"Cases may arise in which a particular colliery may be 
unwilling or unable to comply with the directions of the 
Government or its authorized agency regarding scientific ex- 
ploitation and adoption of measures in the interest of con- 
Servanion, apart from its failure to carry our the required 
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development programme. If a colliery fails to carry out the 
directions of the Government or its authorized agency in 
respect Of the above, one of the suggestions has heen, that 
such colileries should be acquired by paying compensation.” 





“In pursuance of the recommendations of the Balwant 
Rai Mehta Committee report, a Comeninee was ser up under 
the Cl anship of the Coal Controfler in 1958 to encour- 
age voluntary amalgams fon of collieries. The terms of this 
Committee have been extended in stages from time to time. 
It has been able to amalgamate 108 units into 49 units. The 
work of the Committee has reached a caturation point and. 
therefore, the question of intréducing legislation with a view 
to bring about compulsiry amalgamation of colli¢rics has 
come to the fore in the context of nor only development but 
of scientific exploitation and conservation of scarce cuil 
TesoUTeYs, 








“Of the total 160 coking coal mines in Jharia field abour 
37 produce over io,coo tonnes per month. Preliminary study 
oF so out-of 63 remaining mines had shown thar abour 
2s could be formed into 6 large units. The body set up for 
amalgamation could go further inte this question and suggest 
the most technically acceptable redrawal of houndartes: which 
would cover ‘nor only the smal] collieries bur aleo larger units 
or parts therebf, to facilirare scientific exploitation. A com. 
prehensive plan applicable to the entire coking coal area 
therefore seems-t0 be called for.” 


“The management of the acquired or amalgamated unice 
poses another problem which needs a serious consideration, 
of the suggestions is that the amalgamated acquired 
companics in suitable cases could be formed into jointly 
managed companies in. which Government may hold shares, 
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Government shares may consist of the value of the assets of 
Persons who are unwilling to hold shares in the amalgamated 
Acquired companies and aleo by fresh investments required to 
develop the amalgamated acquired mines.” 


“Some thought also needs to be given to the constitution 
of a ‘Central Authority’ to coordinate the problema of min- 
ing Of coking coals and their beneficiation in the context of 
long-term requirements of the steel plants: and merchant 
cokerics etc.” 


The details of the Government proposal with regard to 
compensation payable on acquisition of coal mines: are not 
yet known to the Industry. The draft of the proposed levis- 
lation, indicated in paragraph 3 of the note, has not been 
furnished to the Joint Working Committee, 


HH. Payvment of Argkan ann Cuparsr Royatty—Cowrrc- 
MISE ACREEMENT—Crait op 5% Royatty sy Weer 
Besnat Goverxsaar wri RETROSPECTIVE £FFECT FROM 
THE Dare oF vestinc: Mrerinc wrrt Su Hare Krista 
Konan, Minister rox Laxp & Lanp Revexce anp Sat 
Susuu. Kear Drama, Misisrer vor Conntence & 


ft may be recalled that censequent on the amendment 
of the West Bengal Estate Acquisition Act, 1957, the question 
arose about entitlement to royalty as between the Govern- 
ment of West Bengal on the one hand and the private inter- 
tmediaries on the other and ae a result of litigation instiruted 
in the Caleutra’ High Court by some individual collieries and 
do by the Indian Mining Association and Federation tn 
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i957. the working lessees ceased payment of royalty, co their 
immediate superior landlords, who, in turn, ceased payment 
to the intermediary jessees up to the lessors of the first 
dlegree thus creating a complete stalemate regarding pay- 
ment of royalty. Attempts were therefore made to explore 
the possibilities of an amicable settlement without prejudice 
to the rights and contentions of the parties to the existing 
suits in. appeal cases pending before the Calcutta High Court, 
After a series of meetings, the last of which was held im the 
room of the Secretary, the Government of West Bengal. 
Commerce and Industrics Department, Mines, on 3: March 
1966, a draft deed of agreement was approved on the basis of 
which the compromise proposals were to be given effect to. 
The terms of the compromise proposal were embodied in a 
communication, No, 1577-Mines-3R-15/66 dated 23 April 
1966, addressed by SriC. R. Gautam, the then Assistant 
Secretary to the Government of West Bengal, Commerce & 
Indiistries Department, Mines, to the Secretary, Joint Work- 
ing Committee, embodying | the statls of the compromise 
proposal to the Coal Industry for smooth and quick ‘collec- 
tion of royalty, etc. The LW.c. wat advited to issue neces 
ary instructions to the lessees concerned accordingly, The 
]-W.C. was also advised to instruct the working lessees to 
submit immediately to the Chief Mining Officer, Asansol, all 
connected doctiments and royalty statements that might be 
required by the Chief Mining Officer in this regard. The 
working lessees and their superior Iessars or parties in interest 
(intermediaries) were also advised to immediately draw the 
deed. of agreement im terms of the draft enclosed therewith 
anil submit all relative facts and figures required for execu- 
tion of dees to the Chief Mining Officer, Government of 
West Bengal. The gist of the compromise agreement in 
terme of the above settlement is given below: 
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1. From i April 1955 fo December 1961; 
Working lessees tu pay rents and royaltics to the 
~ intermediate lessees and lessees of the firer degree in 
36 equal instalments in lien Of their due compensa- 
tion under the Act. 


2. From January 1962 to 31-12-1965: 
Working lessees to pay all rents and royalties. direct 
to the Government of West Bengal in 36 cqual inetal- 


3: From: January 1966 fo 30 Jine 1d = 
Working lessees’ to pay to the Stare Government 
rents and royalties at the rare of 5% of the F,O.R. 
price of coal despurched in 36 equal instalments. 


4. From 1 fuly 2966: 
All working lessees to pay to the Stare Government 
royalty at 5% of the F.O.R. price of coal according 
to the provisions of their leases 


§ Payment if cfected jn 30 equal monthly instalmenrs 
will be free of interest provided: payments. are repular. 


A long-standing and highly complicated dispute was: thus 
settled to the bear advantage of the Working lessees, intey- 
medisrics and also the State Government. [i way alsis 
agreed that all cases and all appeals in the Calcutta High 
Court should be withdrawn and disputes be settled. 


In pursuance of the above agreement #43 collieries have 
fo far submitted documents which have already been seruti- 
nized and are awaiting execution, 
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Most of the: collieries: have alse been making payment 
of arrears and current royalty in terms of the above agree- 
ment. The Industry had also been pressing the State Govern: 
ment for several years for execution of the document at an 
early date. But the representatives of the Industry were most 
surprised att serotisly concermed at the contemplated action 
of the State Government in the compromise agreement 
entered into’ in April 1966 between the State of West Bengal 
and the Coal Industry, particularly in view of the face that 
it terms of the agreement alarge number of collieries hart 
already toade payment of huge amounts of royalty, botii 
irrear nnd current, und subtnitted the cOmpramise agree 
ment to the State Governinent. 





Ara meeting beld berween Sri Hare Krishna Konar, 
Minister for Land & Land Revenue, and Sri Sushil Kumi 
Dhara, Minister for Commerce & Industry, and the repre. 
sentatives of the Coal Industry on 14 September 1969 in the 


office of the Chief Mining Officer, Asansol, Sri Kenar ex. 
_preased the following view: 


“The question of paymenr of royalty should be viewed 
from a new basis Then the felationship with the Coal 
Industry would be better. We have discussed this problen) 
in the Cabinet also, We have decided that we shall realize 


‘the royalty to which we are legally entitled.” 


_ “We want to establish relationship with the Coal In- 

dustry on a new basis, The Supreme Court has given us the 

right to collect royalty ducs wt 5% with retrospective effect 

from the date of vesting. The people will ask as why we 

forewent this amount to which we were legally entitled?” 
ai 
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Sti Sushil Kumar Dhara, Minister for Commerce & 
Industries, stated that “the Cabinet decided that we two 
Ministries should see you ro pur joint pressure on you for 
the purpose of realization.” It was stated on behalf of the 
Ludustry that it was simply impossible for the collieries to 
make payment of royalty ar the rate of 5% wih tetrospective 
tfeet which would amount w Rs, 11 crores for West Bengal 
and Rs, 22 crores for Bihar. It was pointed our that collicnes 
accounts had been closed and appropriations had been’ duly 
made during the relevant period when the prices of coal were 
rigidly controlled and the incidence of additional cost of 
production on account of such royalty at the enhanced rare 
wae not at all provided ‘in the then controlled prices. It waa 
further stated that the «question regarding claim of royalty 
at 5% from the date of vesting, j.c. with retrospective effect 


Im respect of statutory leases was considered at a meeting of 


te Standing Committee of the Coal Advisory Council held 
on 5 Septetnber 196g at New Delhi, and consideration of the 
question which was sub-judice before the Parma High Court 
was deferred. 


fr will be relevant ro recall that a meeting was held 
earlier between Sri Sushil Kumar Dhara, Minister for Com- 


merce & Industries, Government of West Bengal, and other 


Government representatives and the coal producers, on 
9 April 1969 in the office of the Chief Mining Officer, Asansol, 
fo discuss royalty matters and other problems of the Coal 
Industry. Sri N. B. Lall Singha, President, Raniganj Coal- 
field Committee of the Federation, took the Chair at the meet- 
ing. Tracing the history of the compromise agreement bet- 
ween the Government, the Coal Industry and the inrerme- 
diarics, it was stated that by this compromise agreement the 
Government was'in a position to collect abour 2/3rds of the 
total arrear royalty which had accumulated for the last. 41 
years.. It was further stated that a large number of collieries 
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were hard put to it to pay both arear instalments and the 
current royalty. The Industry therefore pressed for imme- 
diate execution of the compromise agreements submitted to 
the Government several months back. It was further stated 
thar already 30 out of 36 instalments had been paid by a 
majority of the collicrics and thar the instalments would be 
paid in full within the next 6 months. It was unfortunate 
that the Government of West Bengal did not Honour the 
settlement by promptly executing the documents, [t was 
pointed out by the {Industry that owing to. the recession and 
consequent unsatisfactory demand for coal durme the Jasr 
few years, it was not possible for many collieries ‘to fulfil all 
the demands of paying up to date royalties to the Govern- 
mene, 


Sri A. K. Mukherjee, Secretary, Commerce & Industries 
Department, however, gave an assurance to the Industry that 
nest of the agreements submitted to the Government would 
he executed very soon. It was stated by Sri Mukherjee thar 
out of 230 collieries only 443 collieries had so far submitted 
documents and these documents had already been scrutinized 
and were awaiting execution, Sri Dhara also requested the 
members of the Joint Working Committee to persuade their 
members who were in default of payment of royaltics to 
make pood the arrears and help the Government in their 
collection drive. Sri, Dhara also assused. the Industry that 
the Government was very ‘ager to help the Industry to 
flourish and desired its cooperation in all matters, His 
Ministry would very soon appoint a few advisory committees 
in which both the Governmenr and Industry would he re. 
presented to discuss the problems. of different industries, and 
for proper co-ordination he was thinking of opening an office 
at New Delhi to take up the cases with the Central Govern- 
Ment for prompt disposal. This would help the Industry 
and the State Government to resolye all matters relating te 
Central subjects. 
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The Industry alsa drew the attention of Sri Dhara to 
the deteriorating law ‘anid onder situation in the coalfield. Sri 
Dhara requested a statement of incidents that took place 
during the United Front regime in :o6q and said that his 
Ministry would look into it. A representation was later made 
to Set Sushil Kumar Dhara giving a detailed account of the 
incidents that took place during the time. Bue no effective 
steps have so far been taken in this regard and the law and 
order situation has gradually worsened in the coalfield ne 
described in detail in the Report under the heading of “Law 
and Order Situationn in the Raniganj Coalficli—igtg”, 


fn the context of the clear statements made by Sri Sushil 
Kumar Dhara, Minister for Commerce & Liduetries, on the 
question of payment of arrear and current royalty in wrist 
of the compromise agreement, the stand taken at the subse- 
quent meeting, held on 24 September 1969, by Sri Hares 
krishna Konar, Minister for Land & Land Revenue, and Sri 
Dhara, arempting to repudiate the terms of the compromise 
mgreement. hardly makes any sense. 


At the insistane request of the J.W.C., another mecting 
was held between Sri Sushi] Kumar Dhara, Minister for 
Commerce & Industries, and the representatives of the Indus 
try at Writers’ Building on +8 November to6g. Sri V. K- 
Poddar, Chairman, Sri J. NL Mookherjec, amd Sri Pritamtal 

hanchani attended the above meeting as fepresentatives of 
iin Bevineasion, Tt was stated by the spokesman of the Indus 
try that in terms of the compromise agreement with the 
Government of West Bengal, negoriated in 1966, many 
collieries hac submitted the necessary documents to the Stare 
Government, but these had nor been executed by the Gow 
ernment, ft was recalled that at the previows meeting held in 
Asansol on 14 Seprember 1969, the Industry had heen ad- 
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vised that the Goverimenr intended to repudiate this Agree- 
ment whith had been arrived av after litigation and after 
considerable negotiation and it now appeared that the 
Government of Wes; Bengal intended 10 claim royalty at 5% 
With retrospective eflect on the basis of an incorrect inter: 
pretation of the Supreme Court decision, The Industry bail 
been asked whether it aecepted the new situation, In view, 
however, of the judgment of the Supreme Court in the case 
Oo Baijunath Kedia’s appeal from the judgment af the Patna 
High Courr and the case of the Sone Valley Portland Cement 
Co. Lid. Vs, The General Mining Syndicite (P) Lad. in the 
Calcutta High Court, it was very difficult for the Industry 
to accept the contention that royalty is payable ar s%, of the 
POLK. price witli retrospective effect. The Government of 
Bihar's demand in this regard] had ‘been challenged in the 
Patna High Coit the. Chief Justice of which has constituted 
a darger Bench to consider the mutter, These legal develop. 
ments lat raised doubts as tw whether the royalty. preferred 
under the Compromise Agreement should be paid or nor, be- 
tides casting doubt on the validity ol the claim for 5%) 
royalty with retrospective effect. 


The position arising our of rhe Baijnath Kedia decision 
of the Supreme Court and the Calcura High Court's decision 
in The Sone Valley Portland Cement case was discrusseul 
briefly. It was pointed our thar the elfcct of these decisions 
was thar the 1964 amendment 1 the West Bengal Metates 
Acquision Act was invalid and the Government could not 
collect royalties directly from sub-lessces, 


It was pointed our that the purpose of the Compro- 
mise Agreement was to clarify a doubtful situation ¢o that 
the Government could collect revenue and the collieries couid 
know their position, The Industry expressed its faith in the 
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Government by honouring at least some of the Compromise 
Agreements. If the Compromise agreements were honoured, 
payments of royalry would continue. If it were repudiated 
there would be no alternative to fitigation and payment= 
would in all probahility cease, It was pointed our that there 
were three main categorics of owners. One group had paid 
all their dues under the Compromise Agreement, Another 
group had paid some of their dues but because of genuine 
difficulties had not been able to maintain their payments. 
Thirdly, there were those who had no intention of paying 
royalty in accordance with the Compromise Agreement and 
had not paid anything at all. 


On behalf of the Government it was stated thar figures 
showed that only 40% of the collicrics were paying royalty 
in accordance with the Compromise Agreement but thee 
collieries accounted for 60% of the royalty due It was 
pointed out that of the 4o!%, who were not paying royalty, 
some had obtained their leases after 1955, others had paid 
some of their dues but for genuine reasons had not been able 
fo maintain payments. while only a few did not tmtended to 
pay acall, Furthermore, some owners had paid their duc: 
up to date bur had been included among those whe had not 
paid, merely because the records were not complete. It ap 
peared that the records of the Sub-Divisional Land Reforms 
Officer: were behind date by even as much as two years. 
These different categories could not he lumped together and 
criticized for not maintaining their payments under the 


Agreement. 


It was also stared that it was understood that the Central 
Government intended to address the State Governments 
suggesting that the State Government's claim for royalty at 
$% with retrospective effect should be compromised ‘an the 
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basis of an agreement, the terms of which would be indicated 
by the Central Government in due course, This appeared to 
be a satisfactory arrangement witich could meet the legal 
position, the claim of the Stare Govermment and the view 
point of the Industry that it was never intended that royalty 
should be paid at 5% with retrospective effect from the date 
of vesting. 


Reference was also made to the appeals in the Calcutta 
High Court on the subject of royalty which were due to he 
heard on or about 19 November, It was suggested that both 
parties to the appeal should ask the Court for an extension al 
time, otherwise the case would be taken to issue and this 
would merely cesulr in further complications, A decision 
either way would be subject to appeal and nothing would be 
gained. [rt was agreed thar the Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry would take the matter up with the Land Revenue 
Department. 


On behalf of the Government of West Bengal it was 
pointed Gut thar a Cabinet decision had been taken ro repu- 
diate the Compromise Agreenient. While the matter could 
be reopened with the Cabinet, it would be undesirable to do 
«) until the Central Government's note on compromise seithe- 
ment had been received. The matter would be given further 
consideration thereafter. 


Il Srepv Greove’s Report: Revistox or Stowine sUssipy 
awn assisTaNce FOR Dyrricir Mixinc Conprroxs. 


ft may be realled that the Government of India setup 
in March, 1966 a Srody Group under the Chairmanship of 
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(Sn AK Cangnit to review the prices of coal and coke and 
some other: allied marter<, ‘The Study Group submitted its 
report in. October, 1966, The Group had considered in a 
general way the expenditure the collieries hadl ww incur on 
towing and had stated that the enilierica were generally. ine 
curring loss on these operations, which, to -a lirge oxtent, 
ser their jerotir ate normal mining operations The aes 
W subsidy. alpeady. being: given to the collieries for ehinwithe, 
iF said, needed Lipward Pevisior, 


In November tg66. therefore, thy Study Group was. fur- 
ther asked to go inte this question and the question of special 
assistance for adverse mining factors, The Group was also 
mked to recommend how the extra cont, if any, arising: from 
its recommencations should he met. The adverse mining 
factors include gassy tiature of coal mines, depth ot shafts, 
inclinations of seams, Tansportanion: cost from pithead tm 
failhead, pumping cost and thinness of seams The Group 
Was asked also to go into the question of hxation, of rares 
for auxiliary transport of sands frony the Coal Boani dumps 
t pitheads and the desirability of allowing stowing in thin 
scams in Bengal/Bihiar coalfields, 


The Group sulmirted ity report to the Ministry int 


‘September, 1968. This Teport was examined hy the Depari- 
ment of Mines wmd Meraly in consultation with the Ministry 
of Finance. 


The Government of Inilia Was acecpted with some minor 
modifications the recommendations made. hy the Study Group 
on stuwing subsidy and other forms of assistunce to coal 


industry. 
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In view of the complicated nature of the present position 
regarding reimbursement of sand royalty, the Government 
tuts agreedt that the Coal Board should pay sand rayalry in 
all cases in addition to the stowing sulisidy payable to indi. 
vidual collieries. 


The Group has revised the ceiling area for reimbursing 
the cost of transportation of «and by trucks from river bed 
too the colliery bunkers and has. recommended a rate struc. 
ture based on each kilometre of distance. The new rate of 
subsitiy rises from Rs. 2/- per culuc metre of sand for + kev. 
distance 10 Rs. 6.40 for a distance of over 16 kans. Revised 
ceiling rates for transportanion of sand by trucks from the 
Coal Board's storage points to the bunkers of collieries, and 
for the transportation of sand hy different modes of mecha- 
mised transport, have also. been suggested, 


_ The Group has not recommended any ‘change in the 
veiling rates for underground stowing coats,. According to 
the Group, as the cost of underground operation has no reln- 
Honship to the material used, the rare worked our for use of 
sand should be valid for all rypes of material, The recom- 
mended ceiling for rite ix Re. 217 for mines wpto 245 
metres. The Group has found no justification for raising: 
the cosolidated rates, covering surface transportation of 
stowing material and for underground operations, but hay 
recommended that the royalry for the sand weed should be 
paid over and above the ceiling rates: ‘The Government has, 
however, abolished consolidated rates for sand and decided 
thar the split rates should be treated as fixed rates. This, in 
the ‘opinion of the Government, will simplify the procedures 
and also encourage the collieries to ‘adopt cosy reduction 
Measures, 
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As the rising cost of stowing has been pushing the coal 
prices higher, the Group has recommended adoption of a 
more economical method of controlled roof caving. Wher- 
ever it is possible to introduce this method, it should be 
insisted wpon and the change-over effected aver a period of 
ten years, <i special subsidy at the rare of 80 paise 2 
tonne of coal reclaimed has been recommended in place of 
the stOwing subsidy, The Government is, however, consider 
ing the significance of this method in the context of the 
threatened shorrage of sand and has decided that the subsidy 
should be available upto the extent of what would have Shes 
admissible if stowing had: been adopted, 


As for assistance with regard to the expenditure incurred 
to overcome the adverse mining factors, the Group is of the 
opinion. that the costs Incurred in category 1 mines for 
measures against gastiness should be treated) as part of the 
general cost of coal raising and should not qualify for assis 
tance, But, in regard ro all mines of category 2, 3 and 4. 
the Group has worked out the element of costs for which 
assistance should be given and has recommended the ceiling 
rites. The Government has decided that the mines of cate- 
gory 2, 3:and 4 may be given subsidy at prescribed fixed! 
rates. 


The Group has not felt the need for changing the exist 
‘Ing rates of assistance given with regard to depth of shaft. 
The Government has agreed that the coal produced from 
depths: may be subsidised at the prescribed sinb rates depend- 
ing upon the depth of workings, irrespective of whether 
raising was done through shaft or not. 


As for pumping costs and thinness of scams, increased 
rates have been recommended, Certain increases have been 
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recommended in respect of assistance for pumping where the 
pumping cost does not exceed Rs. 3 per tonne, and the cur- 
rent rates of subsidy for thin seams have been recommended 
to be increased by 25 per cent in certain cases and gq per 
cent in others. No change in the existing rates has been 
considered necessary for inclination of seams and for high 
transportation cost from pithead to’ railhead, 





At a meeting held with the Chairman, Coal Board on 
30 October 1969 it was pointed our by the Industry that the 
report of the Srudy Group was bated on the data available 
about two years ago and since then the cost of transportation 
had considerably pone up owing 16 soating prites of tyres, 
tubes, lubricant, petrol, dicsel, labour wages, ete, the impact 
of which on the cost of production should also be considered 
by the Coal Board. 


Although an assurance was given by the then Ministry 
of Mines and Metals: that the Industry would be given an 
opportunity to discuss and consider the recommendations of 
the Study Group before they were accepred by the Govern- 
ment, it is unfortunate that the recommendations with minor 
modifications were applied to the Industry without consult 
Ing it, Some apparent irregularitics in the way of fixation of 
ctiling rates of assistance on the basis of the recommenda- 
tions of the Study Group could have been rectified on mutual 
discussions over the table, For example, in accordance with 
the proviso regarding the ceiling rates previously fixed by 
the Coal Board collieries had already executed agreements 
with sand transporting contractors for the financial year 
ending 3) March io7o at rates which were admittedly higher 
than the revised rates as recently laid down in terms of the 
Study Group's recommendations. For instance, the coiling 
rate of assistance by trucks, tractors and trailers which wae 
previously Rs, 640 beyond 1.2 kim, has now heen reduced 
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10 Rs, 5.53 for transport abuve ip kom, upto ra k.m. In conse: 
«quence of this, colheries will have to incur loss since they 
huve to mett the contractors’ hills at the older and higher 
rates even for the period from ist January to 3st March 1970 
in terme of the agreement already executed with the con- 
tractors. Attention of the Chairman lias heen drawn to the 
above difficulties so that the revised rates might he effective 
from 4 April 1970 instead of from. 1 January 1970, 





). ASsistaxce Towatns InDIREC? CilAkcES yoR Vouusrany 


STOWING: 


Circumstances beyond the control of member collierics 
canietimes make it almost impossible for them to. -submit 
<laims: for assistance for stowing on the dot. The Coal Board 
certainly is within ite right in refusing to entertain claims 
received after the due date. Bur when the period of delay 
48 very short, say, not more than a week, it would be extreme- 
ly harsh if rules are enforced rigidly, Cases have been 
teporter to the Federation that even a day's delay in sub. 
mitting such claims has not been condoned by the Coal Board. 


AL representation was made by Sn WV. Ky Poddar, Federa- 
Hion’s Chairman, to Sri K. K. Ray, Chairman, Coal Board, in 
his D.O, letter No. s80A/ 1819 dated g November 1968, poini- 
ing out the fact that it was hard for the collieries these days 
to find the liquid resources for day-today operation, particu 
larly for collieries whe have fully implemented the Wage 
Board award. In view of the fact and also the possibility of 
arrears and lupses on the part of the subordinate staff of the 
collieries; who ote not always amiable to strict discipline, ix 
was urged that cases of delay in sulsmitting claims, when the 
delay ie really very shor, should be considered with a certain 
amount «if leniency. 
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On the represenration made by the Federation. the Coal 
Board communicated its decision, in its letter No. IND/CH; 
dated 25.6.69, to condone delay up to three months in the 
submission of returns from the due dare in respect of indirect 
charges claims of past years. 


The Board also decided to extend the due date for sub- 
mission of iniirecr charges returns up to four months in 
place of the existing prescribed period of three months afrer 
the close of the financial year to. which they relate ond also 
auchorized the Chairman ‘to condone delay Lips to two months 
beyond the prescribert period of four months after the clos 
of the financial year depending om the merit af cach indi- 
vidual case, 


All refused indirect charges claims im -respect.of the year 


194-55, 1965-66 and (966-67 have been ur are being regulates! 


‘in the light of the above decision of the Board. 


K. Revisiox OF tHE CEMING HATES OF «ASSISTANCE FoR Hy- 
pRAtLIC Siowikc With sant, 


Based on the recommendations af the Srudy Group the 
Government of India in the Ministry of Petroleum & Chemi- 
cale and Mines & Metals, (Department of Mines & Metals), 
in pursuance of the provisions of sub-rule (1) af rule 33 of 
the Coal Mines (Conservation & Safety) Rules, 1954, has 
revised the following rate and terms in respect of erant of 
assistance by the Coal Board for srowing, both voluntary as 
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well as compulsory, to any owner, agent or manager of = 


nal mine, 
Material for use in stowing Rate per cubic metre of 
and type of stowing, material stowed. 


Hydrautic stowing with crushed material Re. Lee 
dry stowing (packing) Rs, 3:97 


Actual royalty on stowing material, should be reimbursed 
ever and above the above rates. 


The surface cost of stowing with sand ot with the 
mixture of sand and ash, as admitted by the Board, shall be 
reimbursed at the following rates: 





SURFACE OFKRATIONS 


2 Rates of assistance 
cei Sand and ash per cii.m. 


Thstance transported. cum. (ash upto 40%, by volume} 





(1) (2) 
A. Transport by aerial ropemays. 
Upto 5 K.M. 2.50 2.00 
Above 5 K.M. bur not 
exceeding 16 K.M. 3.30 2.60 


Beyond 10 K. ML 3.50 2.30 
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B. Transport by trucks, tractors 


and trailers, 

Upto 1 K.M. 

Above 1 KM. upro 2 KM. 
»s 2M . 3 KM. 
» 9 RAM. , 4 KM. 
» «KM. , 5 -5.M. 
eee, HO , 
~» 6EM | 7 KiMi 

7 K.M. .. § EM. 
» 85M « o BAL 
» 9 RM to KAM. 
» ORM wa RM 

1 KM. 12 KM. 
» bk KM. 24 )¢3 KML 
a 3 BM... 14 KAM. 
» 1 ECM, 4 15 KM. 
» 6 KM, 16 KOM 
» 16 RLM, 


© Transport by locomotive 
(Steam ‘or dicsel) 


Upto 2 h.M. 


Above 2 K.M, upto 5 K.M., 
he 5 K.M. oe IO K.M. 
» 10 KUM, 


D. Transport by rope haulage 
Upto 1.5 KM. 


2.00 
2.40 
2-75 
4,10 
345 
3:75 
4-05 
4:35 


$55 
Rela 
5.35 
5-60 
530 
6.20 
6.40 


a5? 
30 
480 


1.60 
1.95 
3.25 
2.73 
400 
3-35 
3.50 
3,70 
3 
4.10 
4-50 
450 
465 


495 
5.10 


2.10 
2.80 
3-45 
3.85 
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E. Transport by belt. conveyor 


Upte 250 merres 140 By 
Above 250 metres bur nor 

exceeding 50 mutres 1.0 1-45 
Abtve 250 metres 2.00 1 Ger 


‘The above rated of assistance will be exclusive of royalty 
Charges, which will be reimlursed in full. 


The assistance in respect of stowing with all types of 
material. for underground cot shall be as follows: 


UNDERGROUND. Onnnairions Rate per cus, 
(A) For depth of mine undertaking 
stowing upto and inclusive of 
“45 metres 257 


(B) For deprit exceeding 245 metres 543 
The following sates for the auxiliary transport. where 


mechanised system of sund transportation is adopted. hy the 
colliertes, will be admitted 


Mode of transport, Rate per cubic metre. 
Rs. paise per K.M. 
Trucks O40 per K.M. 
Locomotives 030 © per KLM. 
Rope haulage 35 © ©6per KM. 


Belt conveyor 035 = 8©6 per K.\M. 
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Fhe following rates will, however, apply for auxiliary 
transport of sand from Coal Board's Ropeway system to 
colliery lankers: 


Mistance Rate per cubic metre. 
Upto i K.M, o8s 
Ahove 1 K.M..upto 2 KM. Lae 

e DRM. +74 BM ss 

» 3 EM. ,, 4-K.M, Los 

~ KM. 6 EM, 3415 


= 5 KLM. 2.45 


Controlled roof cavng: A careful study of all the 
srowing collieries should be inade by a Study Team to be set 
uy by the Coal Board and collieries, where the new method 
can be followed, should be listed hy this Study Team, In 
ill cases ef new applications for emwing subsidy, if controlled 
roof caving is feasible, this method must be insisted, The 
rate of assistance for this method will be the acrual expeniti- 
ture limited to whar would have been admissible if sand 
owing was adopted, 


SPECIALLY HANDICAPPED BY AUWERSE FACTORS, 


Similarly, in pursuance of the recommendations of the 
Study Group the Government of fndin in the Ministry of 
Petroleum & Chemicals and Mines & Metals, (Department of 
Mines & Metals), in its letter No, C5-14(9)/68-1 dated 20 Sep 
tember 1969, prescribed the following revised scales of assis- 
france for underground and open cast workings jn regard to 
various adverse factors with effect from } January 1970. 

9 
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In its letter No, SA-sia/II dated 3 October 1969, the 
Coal Board informed the Federation that as the revised scales 
of assistance prescribed by the Central Government will come 
into foree with effect from 1.1.1970, all applications for difh- 
culr mining cases for the quarter ending March 1970 will be 
processed in accordance with the revised scales of aasistance, 


Rate of assistance 
per tonne of coal, 


(a) Gassy nature of coal mines (sul- 
ject to it being established that 
additional expenditore has to he 
incuried by collieries uncer this 
head). 


(i) Caregory 1 Mines = Nil 
(ii) Category TT Mines A. 0.80 
(iii) Category (1T and [V Mines 0.99 


(b) Depth of workings: —No mesis- 
tance will be admissible in the 
case of workings at a depth 150 
tnetres from surface or less. In 
fespect of workings more than 
190 metres in depth, assistance 
shall be almiissible for each 
a0 metres of depth ar part there- 
of over the first 150 metres at 0.06 


(¢) Inclination of seams:—No assis- 
tance shall be granted in’ ‘cases 
whete the trie gradient of the 
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scam 18 less than pin 3. For 
seams with 1 in 4 or steeper 
truc gradients, assistance shall 
be admissible at . O44 * 


(d) Pumping Cost:—No assistance 
shall be granted in cases in 
which the cost of pumping is 
Rs. 1/--per toune or less of 
coal raised, 


(i) Where the cost of pumping- 40% of the cost of 
exceeds Re. i/- per tonne, pumping exceeding 
but does not exceed Ra. 2/- Re. 1/- per tonne. 
per tonne of cool raised, 
assistance Shall be admis 
sible at 


(ii) Where the cost of pumping 40 paise plus 30% of 
exceeds Rs, 2/- per tonne the cost of pump- 
of coal raised, assistance ing exceeding Ks. 2/- 
shall be admissible at ... per tonne subject to 

4 maximum total ae 

sistance of Rs. a.70 p. 


Note:—(r) In calculating the cost, miscellaneous cost for 
leave, bonus, ete, should be computed at 25% of 
the wage cost and supervision charges at 4% of 
the total cost; 


(2) All the water pumped out, excluded the water 
used for stowing should be taken inte account : 


(3) In collieries working more than one seam some 
of which are not eligible for ‘assistance, the 
quantity cf water pumped and of the coal raised 
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for the colliery a¢ a whole, should: he taken inte 
account and. if the cost exceeds Re, 1/~ per tonne 
of coal raised, the assistance should be granred 
at the permissible rate for the quantity of coal 
yaised. from. the cligihle seam. 


Rate of assistance 
per tonne of coal. 
(c) Thinnes of Seitms:—No assis Rs. paise 
ranee shall be admissible where 
the thickness of seam ig 1.5 
metre or more, 
(i) In the case of seams of 
thickness excceding 1 metre 
but Ieee than 1.5 metre, nals 
tance will be admissible at O05 


fii) In the case of scams of 
thickness equal to or jess 
than 1 metre, assistance 
shall he admissible at... By 


(Ff) High transportation cost from 
pithvad fo — rmil-tiead :—Assis- 
tance shall be granted only in 
cases where coal is despatched 
ley rail and the distance between 
the pittead and the nearest 
available loading point is more 
than 3 miles: (ic. 483 kilo- 
metres). [iy such cases assistance 
shall be granted at @ rate not 
exceeding ig paise per tonne 
per mile or part thereof in res- 
pect of the distance in excess of 
the firss 3 miles (4.83 kilo 
metres). 
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3. The Central Government are aise pleased To pres 
cribe the following sales Gf assistance for open cast mines 
(quarries) in regard to the adverse fattor ‘\wumplug cost with 
effece from .1ag7o, tty substimunon: of the scales. prescribed 
in the late Ministry of Mines and Fucl, letter No. Cg-1g{it)/ 
6:, dared the arat October, 1962. namely -—- 


(2) Pumping Coat:—No assiatance 
shall be granted in tases in 
which the cost of pumping & 
Re, :/- per tonne ot less of 
con! race. 


(i) Where the cost ef pump 30%), of the cost ‘of 
"ing exceeds Rs, 1/- per pumping exceeding 
tonne but does not exceed Re 1 /+per tonne. 

Rs. a/- per tonne of coal 
raised| assistance shall . be 
admissible at 


(ii) Where the pumping cost 30 praise plus 20% of 
exceeds Re 3/- per tonne the cost of pump- 
of coal raised, aéeistance ing exceeding Rs. z/- 
shall be adinissible at  , per tonne subject to 

4 maximum total a= 

sistance of Rs. 0.50. p, 


M, Decay is PAYMENT oF sunstuy fou GaAsSiINESsS AND Durr 
ctit Mipaxne Coxnrrions. 


—s Collieries Had been experiencing difficulties on account of 
the inordinate delay in obtaining payment of subsidies for 
gassiness and difficult mining conditions: Most of the colli- 
etics dil not receive any payment even in December 1969 Tor 
the quarters ending March and June. [rt was understood 


( 134 ) 


that the delay way due to non-availability and inadequate 
overall allocation of funds. In the met result, most of the 
collieries were just not in a position ta meet their statutory 
obligations such as payment of royalty, provident fund dues, 
wages to the workmen, etc, Sri VK. Poddar, Chairman, 
wrote a D.O. letrer No. 1726 dated 17.12.69 to Sri Jagannath 
‘Rao, Minister of State for Petrochemicals, Mines & Metals, 
Government of India, with a copy to Sri P, C Sethi, State 
Minister for Finance, Government of India. drawing his 
attention to the difficulties of collieries and requesting prompe 
action for allocation of adequate funds to enable the Coal 
Board to make speedy pesanpe of subsidies to the collieries 
for gassiness and other difhcult mining conditions. 





In his D.O. letter No. C5-2(t9)/69 dated 26.12.69, written 
in reply to the Chairman's representation, Sri K. K. Dhar, 
Director, Ministry of Petroleum & Chemicals and Mines & 
Metals, stated that additional funds ro: the extent of Rs. 6o 
lakhs had been placed at the disposal of the Coal Board for 
payment of claims in connexion with subsidy for difficult 
mining condirions, 


The above amount of Rs. 60 lakhs was just enotigh to 
cover payment of subsidies for difficult mining conditions 
only for the quarter ending March 1969. Sri V. K. Poddar, 
Chairman, in hit D.Q, letrer No. 44 dared paso addressed 
to Sir K. K. Dhar, pointed our that unless ailditional funds 
were placed at the dieposal of the Coal Board, it would nor 
he posible for them to make payment even for the « quarter 
ending June, 1969. He therefore requested Sri Dhar to give. 
this matter his urgent considerition and make ‘adequate furids 
availabls to the Coa) Board for payment af tubsidies which 
were: long overdur. 
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In his DO. fetter dated 13.1:90 Sri Poddar also drew 
the attention of Sri P. C. Sethi, to the above fact and stated 
that a sum of at least Rs. t.go crores was required to bring 
the payments upto daic. It was understood that a budget 
for the amount had been duly placed by the Ministry of 
Mines for necessary action, 


N. Reiaitvurseses7 OF SAND STOWING (COSTS, 


Collfieries have had to suffer owing 10 the steady increase 
if. atowing expenses during the pasr few years which have 
not been reimbursed in terms of the subsidy scheme, Even 
in many cases of re-imbursement the amount applitd for has 
heen substantially reduced on technical grounds, the net 
effect heing that adequate measures for the conservation of 
coal reserves cannot be adopted by the collieries. A memo- 
randum on the subject, emphasizing rhis fact and also the 
need for conserving blendable coal or better grades of non- 
coking coal besides pure coking coal, was submitted to the 
Coal Board by the Joint Working Committee under cover of 
ite letter No, 4oA/3a1 dated 1; April 1969. The main points 
of the memorandum are given below; 


Sand stowing started in India over 50 years ago. anul 
sind stowing subsidies were firer introduced about 30 yolirs 
ago based on the report of the Coal Mining Commitiée af 
1037 with the intention to secure eafery in the mines. At 
tha time, towing cots were only: partly neutralized. By 
the Goal Mines (Coneeryation and Safety) Act of 1952, which 
came inte effect from igsg, sowing subsidy rates were reveed 
toss5% oF 859, of acti! costs 
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All formulas ¢eeking reimbursement of stowing costs 
fake into account only direct expenditure: No account in 
taken of the coxt of supervision at levels higher than the 
tminediare supervisurs engaged dircetly in the towing work. 
[t can he safely established thar abour one-third of the work: 
ing tices in a stowity: colliery ore idle at any one rime, A 
colliery which is practiting stowing can only expect to pre- 
duce about twothinds of the output of a colliery similarly 
laid out, burt which does now-need to stow. Another reason 
foria stewing colliery being non-economical is that a stOWing 
Calliery handles more material far the same output, 


The importance of stowing in Indian collieries cannot 
be overstressed. The seams are thick and the partings 
between the seams in most cases are «mall. ts the interest of 
tonservation and safety, it is not possible to extract coal from 
such scams without stowitg., Most of the eollieries that are 
doing stowing are producing coking coal, blendable coal and 
tls» producing hetter grade: of non-coking coal, All these 
coals are essentio] in the interest of national economy and 
the production of these collieries mit not only be kept itp 
bur iticreased fo 9 very large extent to mect the. future 
Hlemands of the incustri¢s, 


In this connexion, it is pertinent to point out thar cok- 
‘ing coal production: reached. a maximum of 17.49 -million 
tonnce in the year i96;64, The production for the eur 
1967-48 wai only 16.42 million tonnes. There has therefore 
bean a drop in preduction of the order of 1.27 million tonnes 
in four years: This trend must be reversed if production ts 
te reach 24.39 million tonnet In the year 1970-71 a9 assessed 
by the Planning Group on Goal. 


( 137). 


The production for 1967-68 was 642 million tonnes. 
Titik means: thor this year there will be a surplus of nearly 
3.65 miillian tonnes in coking coals over the demand, bur in 
17071, there will be a shortage a nearly 5,27 million tonnes 
Ir is. therefore, essential that atremprs be rnendll tO increase 
the production by proper planning and mking advanee 
action in intensifying production as well is petting new 
areas on new mince Aw the private sector is not permitted 
to open mew mines and are limited ro vertical expansion, 
they have to adopt more intensive etowing. Thits can only 
be undertaken if such losses, as described above, are ade- 
quately neurralized, as envisaged by the Coal Price Revision 
Committee. 


The Study Group has expressed the view that collieries: 
are, on the witole, losing Rs, 2.82 per tonne of coal won as: 
a result of stowing pperations. Even after mking into account 
the coal won by stowing, the collicrics which are resorted to 
stowing have practically no protic margin left on the ‘stowed 
goal, The profit on normal coal rising is offset to a large 
extent in many cases by the losses imeurred by scowing. 
Under the presentsiay conttitions. there is quite a ‘substantial 
gap between the actual expenditure and the allowable reim- 
bbursement, The ceiling fixed under many of the sob-heads 
need to be raised in accordance with the presentlay costs so 
as to neutralize the Joises on stowing. We think any reviston 
of the rates must be based on a proper cost examination, 


To substantiate its contention that the present rates 
fixed by the Coal ‘Board are quite inadequate, the Industry 
wishes to submit the following factors for serigus consideri- 
tion: 


(a) Restrictions imposed by rigid spplication of Rules 
in Board's Manual, relating to admissible costes, 
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(b} Differences arise because the srowing expenditure is 
compiled on the basis of actual expenditure incurred 
whereas expenditure allowed by the Coal Board is 
based on an anticipated procedure laid down in the 
Board's Manual, 


fe) Ip ie clear thar three Separate issues are involved. 
These are: 


(i) Tn the case of sand-etowing collicrics where the 
expenditure {< allowed by the Board, the rate of 
asnistance is teduced to aigure below the maxi- 
mum of Rs. 4.25:per cubic metre. This maximum 
iiself needs sv baet 


(ii) In the case of collicries qualifying for assistance 
at the maximum mite of Rs, 4.15 per cubie meire, 
the assistance teceived falls short of the expendi- 
ture allowed by the Board. 


(ij) In wll cases, the assistance received is consider 
ably less than actual expenditure. 


(d) Moreover, expenditure disallowed is generally com- 
ton to most stowing collierics. 


The Coal Price Revision Commitice and the ‘Tariff Com- 
mission have both accepted the principle that the losses in 
stowing should be fully neutralized, with ceilings only to 
ohviate inefficient amd extravagant working, In thie context, 
the word ‘subsidy’ iy a misnomer, because the losses would 
be partly and not fully neutralized, The Joint Working 
Committee therefore suggests that the word ‘subsidy’ should 
not be serd,.and that the nometcliture “neutralization. of 
sind-etowing losses” or “reimbursement of sand-stowing 
coms would be more appropriate. 
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ll 
O, Revease oy Bank Guanastees civen sy Cotumey Com- 
PANIES IN RESPECT OF Fonetcn Excuaxce R&LEASED TO 
THEM FROM THE IBRB Loan. 


As mentioned in the report of the previous year the 
Federation made a representation to the Coal Controller for 
release and payment of the amount Jocked up in the form 
of Bank Guarantee executed hy those oollicrics who have 
duly complied with and discharged all the obligations indi- 
cated in the Guarantee Bond and those who have performed 
and obseryed all the obligations and conditions mentioned 
in the Bond and for whom there remains nothing to be 
done or performed at present or in future, A: lewer, No- 
DCP/AC(DS)/WB/BOND/Release dated 1 July 196%, receiv- 
ed from the Joint Deputy Coal Controller (P), stated that the 
amount of security deposit could nor be refunded before 
15 May 1976 in view of the fact that the currency of the 
Bond would subsisr rill 15 May 1976. Subsequent to the 
above reply a further representation was made by Sri: V, K. 
Poddar, Chairman, to Sri K. K. Ray, LA‘S., Coal Controller. 
in a letter No. 675/116 dated 6 August 1969, in which it 
was pointed out that considering the purpose and objective 
and the conditions impesed under the Bond which was un- 
doubtedly to ensure compliance with the conditions: men- 
tioned in the Bond, there was no point in detaining the secu- 
rity deposit of collieries who had already complied with 
those conditions, Tt was emphasized by the Chairman in the 
above letter that there was no reason in withholding pay- 
ment of the amount.of the Guarantee Bond of collieries. who 
had Jong ago duly complied with and dischargedl and per- 
formed and observed all the obligations mentioned in the: 
Guarantee Bond and for wham there remains nothing to be 
done ot present or im funire, There was thins no pomt in 
Merely sticking to the letter of low without any considera- 
tion of the objective for which the Guarantee Bond wa 
executed, ‘Replying to the letter of the Chairman, the Dy; 
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Coal Controfler in bis leteer No. DCP/FO/WBH/BOND)/.C/ 
174i dared 15 Octoher 196¢ repretied his inaliliry to recoresl- 
der the tatters and asked the collierics ro wait rill May 1976 
only when the office of the Coal Controller would be in a 
position no decide whether to refund or to forfeit the security 
deposits. Pursuing this matter, the Chairman, in his D,0. 
lerter, dated 8 November ro69, atked Sri G. D. Ghatk, Dy: 
Cou) Controller (PF), to consider the question of refund at 
lower to théie collieries who had ‘complied with the terms 
and conditions of the Bond, The matter t sdll under 
consideration of the Government. 


P. Iscome-Tax Revues, 1962:—Rares or Derneciaiton 
ALLOWANCES. 


Under the present Income Tax Rules governing com- 
panies and firms, the expenditure incurred for acquiring a 
Mining lexse viz. premium, stamp duty, etc. and the expen- 
diture hicurred for winning and prospecting minerals includ: 
ing drilling and other connected expenses are treated ws. vf 
«capital mature and no deduction is. allowed from: the 
Revenue Account in. respect thereof for the purposé of 
taxafion. Besides, in cases where the occurrence of mineral 
ip erratic or the property is full of faults, neither the depre- 
cuition nor the development rebate i allowed. The result 
is that at the enil of the period when all the mimeral content 
in the leasehold area. is exhausted so much of the capital 
would remain unredeemed and the mining companies would 
find it extremely difficule to write off those expconses, 
Furthermore, tliese expenses, not being treated as reyentic 
expadituce, arc not taken into account by the cosr aceount- 
ants while ‘costing ts done. 


All these points were specifically denlt with by the 
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Federation in answer to the questionnaire issued. in: connexion 
with the review of Income-tax Rules, 1962 submnitted to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Central Board of 
Direct Taxes, New Delhi, in its letter No, 2069 dated 24 
Augist 1966, In its letter No. 354/208 dated g February 
1969, addressed tu the Government of India, Ministry of 
Steel, Mines and Metals, (Department of Mines. and -Mctals), 
New Delhi, the Federation urged the latter ro rake up thie 
‘ease with the Ministry of Finance for necessary relief to the 
difficulties specially experienced by the Coal Mining In- 
dustry. Sri M. 5S. K. Ramaswamy, Depury Secretary, 
Government of India, Ministry of Petroleum & Chemicals 
and Mines & Metals, in his letter No. C-24-26(6)68 dated 
22.969, referred to the ludget speech for 1969-70 in whieh 
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance had 
stated that the Government intend to introduce in Partia- 
ment a comprehensive Bill to amend the Incometax Act to 
provide for amortization of expenses which are not admis 
sible izerms of deetuctions for the purposes of comypnitation 
of taxable income or ate pot eligible for any depreqanon 
allownnece: [ft was also stated in the above letter of the 
Ministry that the classification of different items of macht 
nery for purposes of depreciation was also being considerably 
simplified and the general rave for plant and machinery 
niised, Further to the above letter the Federation addressed 
anoter letter No. a54/713 datud +5 May 96g to the 
Ministry. of Petroleum & Chemicals and Mines & Metals, 
drawing its attention to the fact that “mining being a wast- 
ing asset requires large resources for proper development and 
unless depletion allowance is made admissible public moncy 
cannot be attracted towards the development of an asset 
which is bound to be exhausted. The practical difficulties 
now being experienced ly the Coal Mining Indusry have all 
been categorically: mentioned in answer to the questionnaire 
issued in connexion with the teview of Income-tax. Rules. 
‘1962 submitted to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
‘Central Board of Direct Taxes, New Delhi” 
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The Federation urged that the difficulties experienced by 
the Coal Mining Industry should be considered in their 
Hight perspective when the Bill to amend the Income-tax Act 
to provide for amortizarjon of uxperises was finalized, 


Q. Regumesesr of Mintnt souments ror THE Coa. 
Mintnc Ixousrry, 


The Committee on Productivity: and Modernization of 
Mines set up by the Coal Advisory Council at its meeting 
held) on 7.4.69, while considering the question of availability 
of indigenous mining equipment to be manufactured by the 
Mining & Allied Machinery Corporation, Durgapore, decided 
'@ collect details and the number of various types of mining 
equipment that will be required by the Coal Industry from 
1970-7! onwards to facilitate drawing up a production piro- 
Erimme, The Federation’ accordingly issued a circular re- 
questing its members to furnish the details and the number 
of various types of mining equipments to be required hy 
them from 1970-77 onwards for onward transmission to the 
(oal Controller, 


On. the basis of the Slatements received from the mem- 
hers of the Federation as well as of other Associations the 
JW.C, forwarded the following list of mining equipment 
that would be normally required by the collieries to Shri H, 
B. Ghose. Dy. Ditcctor General of Mines Safety -and Con- 
venor of Sub-Committee for Preparing Standing Specifica- 
tions Of Mining Equipments, Dhanbad, fn ir letter No, 
OPM /itgs dared 2 December 1969, 
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List of Muune Equipment required for collieries, 


- Motors a -. FlameproofGr. 1 
2. Electric Control Gear » —Gry 
Drom Controller 
Resistance Dox: 
- Starting Gear 
Star Delta Starter . 
Auto Transforiner Starter ‘ 
Starter Control Switch ..,. Fe 
4. Control Circuir Eqqitipment: - 
Push -batton starter ia 
Limit Switches A 
Under Volt Switches a 
Rim Cord switches ss 
Master Controller = a 
Multipoint Pistolgrip Switches ~ 
Float - «witches + 
Liquid Controllers. ga v 
Thrust brakes bet f 
Electric Magnetic Brakes " 


Signalling and communication equipment 


Intrinsically Safe and/or Flameproof 
Mining Telephone and Batteries 


Flir plug type cable couplers +: sFLP 
Cirenit Breakers ‘ ia 
Gate and Panels. oH + 


Power Transformers and Transwitch tits 
(Oil, Air and Quarts filled construction) 


Lighting ‘Transformers. 


iF 
14. 
is. 
16, 
ie 


iB: 


1ij, 


pat 
33. 
i 


Sy Awe 
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- Compressed HP. air Coal blasting equipment (Airbreak 


system) with HELP. Pipes, fittings, valves, ete, 


 Artroured) face CHnVEVOr, 


Cutter loaders and other mining combines. 
Under ground Locomotives. 

Under ground drilling equipment, 

Under ground coal cutting equipment. 
Under ground Chain Conveyors. 

Under pround Belt Conveyors, 


> Face pumps 


submersible 
Tr 
Megator 


snorer and self prining pumps 
Drill Pumps. 
Codtinuow Miners, 


~. Shortle Cara, 


Roof Suppart equipment 
Nydraulie prope 
Props 
Hydraulic Chocks 
Friction Props. 
Undergrad Coal haulers, 
Face Jouters af different Types. 
Methanometers and. orher portable pas costing apparariis. 
Exploders. = 
Friction ind Drury winders with Run exPMIpMent, 


Skips: with skip charging and measuring equipment with 


special braking device of skips, 
Safery appliances for skins anil cages. 
Suspension equipment for skips and cHpes. 


- Winding ropes for shafts more than 00 M- 


LC, Winding ropes for all depths. 
Flat ropes for balancing, 
Guide ropes for shafte with depths of more thon 300 tn. 
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R. Storrace or [row ann Steen MATERIALS FOR Tir 
Coat Mininc Inpusrry or Pxtvare Sector, 


The private sector collicries have been suffering fom the 
beginning of the year 1969 from an acute shortage of iron 
and steel materials, Efforts were made by the Coal Con 
troller to obtain an adequate allocation for the Coal Indus 
try but the basic difficulty was that the consumers placed in 
“status I” by the Joint Plant Commirtee were being supplicd 
first with iron and stec| materials, As the Coal Industry has 
been placed in “Status 11” supplies of such materials are 
hemng made to the Industry after meeting the full require 
ment of the consumers placed under “Starus I”. The Indus. 
try has repeatedly asked that it should he placed im Status 
T tor the purpose of getting iron and steel materials. Sri 
G. 2. Ghatak, Dy. Coal Controller (P), held nwo meetings 
with the representatives of the Industry, Joint Plant Com- 
mittee, Hindustan Steel Lid. Tata tron & Steel Co. Ltd. 
and Indian fran and Steel Co, Ltd. and also their distritn- 
tors, the first on g April i96y and the second on 7 May 1969, 
in the office of the Coal Controller to discuss the question 
relating to availability of various rypes, sizes of plates, sheer, 
rails and other jtems of iron and steel materials. for collieries. 

Sn Chatak explained to the manufacturers as well as 
the distributors of iron and steel materials that a serious 
situation hav developed in the Coal Industry as a result of 
non-availability of iron atid steel materials like 10 galige 
sheers (3.15 mm.), 5 & 6 mm. planes, 24 and 30 Ibs, rails etc. 
used in collieries. It was pointed our by him that unless the 
materils were made available to the collieries on a’ priority 
hasis, coal production would be greatly hampered and if 
coking coal production was affected, supplies to Tron and 
Steel Industry would dwindle, Ir was also explained to them 
that the Coal Controller, being the sponsoring authority for 
scarce materials like G:P. & GoC. sheets inly, was not required 
to keep track of the demand and availability of other iron 
and steel materials like black sheets, plates ‘and li¢he section 

io 
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rails, It was therefore stressed that there was a need for 
thimnelling the distribution of socalled non-scarce materin|s 
through the Coal Controller after assessment of demand un 
collierywise basis, 


The Dy, Tron & Steel Controller, Sri S.C, Mukherjee 
who was present at the meeting held on 9 April 1969, stated 
that owing to no rolling of 24 and 30 Ibs. rails during the 
last seven months; there was a shortner of ‘such snaterialk 
He suggested that the demand of the distribution to the 
Coat Industry should be co-ordinated by the office of the Coal 
Controller. 


Discussions also centred round the rolling programme of 
B.P, sheets and plates of various specifications required by 
collieries for repair and construction of coal tubs—a vital 
link for production. It was. decided that ISCO should 
intensify their production programme of yo G. C. Sheets and 
both TISGO and Rourkela for sheets and plates. Each such 
plant should communicate to the Coal Controller's office, the 
Iron & Steel Controller and the Joint Plant Committee 
details of their production programme-to clear the outstand- 
ing orders, 


Ar the second mecting held on > May, 1969. in was erated 
that owing to 0 shortfall in production of iron and s#tecl,: 
coking enal production wotld fe hampered affecting coal 
supplice to the steel plants. As it would take a long time 10 
clear the outstanding orders:and 10 cater to the fresh demand 
‘at the current rate of production of light rails, it was suggested 
that the current orders: for rails might he equitably spread 
over all the steel plants having arrangements for rolling light 
rails. Tt was further stated that the coking coal sector was 
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placed under the key industries and that these collieries 
deserved special preference and priority, particularly when 
won and steel materials were in short supply, ‘Sri M. C. 
Parekh, whe attended the above meeting of @ representative 
of the Federation, however pointed out that the demand. of 
collieries producing non-coking coal should not also be 
ignored, otherwise supply of coal to the power houses, rail- 
ways, Ordnance factories and other vital industries would 
Sifter. The supply of tight rails was considered very precari- 
ous and it was considered that ever: the importation of light 
riils to mect the demand of coking coal collieries might he 
unavoidable. Sri Parekh suggested that the Hindustan Stect 
Ltd. and HSCO should he persuaded to start the rolling of 
light rails and thar the Ministry should be kept posted with 
the entire situation so that the indigenous production of light 
rails could be intensified to avert shortage and importation 
of light rails, 


Tr was suggested bry the Joint Working Commmittee that 
the Ministry of Mines and Metals should be represented on 
the Jomt Plant Committee whose duty would be to distribure 
iron and steel materiale in a fational maner, particularly in 
view of the fact that the supply of steel materials was of 
crucial importance to the Coal Industry. It was further 
suggested that the Coal Industry's allocation of jron and ‘steel 
materials (whese demands ¢ould he planned for direct supply 
from steel plants) should be made through the Coal Con- 
troller to the controlled stockists earmarked for the Coal 
Industry. The steel plants could be requested to advise the 
Coal Controller of despatches of iran and stee} materials to 
the controlled stockists so that these might be allocared by 
a Screening Committee to be set up by the Coal Controller 
on the lints of the existing Import Licence Screening 
Committee. 
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Tt was also poinred out that the Coal Industry required 
steel sheets for tu repairing and for this purpose it was 
possible to use rejected or defective kheets. Tt was requested 
that steel plants would be asked to make available rejected 
or defective sheets to the Coal Industry. 


The problem could best be resolved by increased produc 
on of the kinds of materials required by the Coal Industry, 
particularly; B.P. sheers, M.S. plates and light rails. The Coal 
Industry would appreciate advice as to whether ineréased 
production of these materials would he possible iy the near 
future. 


S, Ispoar Licesce Sckernimc Cosmirrtce 


Only two mectings, the ssth and the 16th, af the above 
Gommitree were held during the year. Sri R. C. Patel. a 
nomines of the Federation. represented the Joint Working 
‘Committee on the Committee as a technical representative. 


The s5th meeting was held on 24-1.69, 25.1.69 and ov 
72.69 in the office of the Coal Controller, Calcutta anil 
Again on 2p.2.69 m the office of the D.G.M.S., Dhanhad. 


At this meeting Sri G. D, Ghatak, Dy, Coal Controller 
(P), who is also the Convener of the Conimittee, informed 
the members thar for the period April to Seprember, 1968 
allocation of regular foreign exchange received from the 
Ministry was Rs, 1s lakhs from the General Resources and 
Rs. 5 lakhs: from Rupee payment ‘sourees, He «tated that al- 
though the allocation from General Resources had been com- 
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pletely utilized and released; utilization against the alloca- 
tion from Rupee payment sources had been very poor 
(Rs. 14.6 thousands only could be utilized againar the alloca: 
tion Of Rs, 5 lakhs), 


Sri D, Sattyal, Asstt, Coal Controller and Secretary of 
the Screening Committee informed the members that (for the 
period October, 1968 to March, 1:969 fresh allocation of 
regular foreign exchange had been received from the Minis- 
try, the amount ‘being Rs: 10 lakhs from General Resources 
and Ks. 5 lakhs from Rupee Payment areas. Import Licence 
applications. so the extent of 4354 lakhs inclusive of 
the old applications of the value of 11.4 lakhs were examined 
by the Committee, Import Licence applications included 
mainly the following items ;— 


(1) Caplamp bulbs, 

(2) Guide rope. Cage suspension gear, briddle gear, 

(3) Methanometer, Recorder ete:, 

(4) Haulage, Locomotive, Winder, Loader, Coal Cutters 
etc. 

(5) Exploder, 

(6) Drill, Air Compressor etc., 

(7) Turbine parts, Transformers ete., 

(8) Coal Washing plants, Coke Ovens, 

(9) Hoist, Loading Shovels, Bulldozers ete. 


1 Cartawe Buias: 


The avallabiliry of taplamp bulbs from indigenous 
source by the beginning of the current year, as expected ear- 
lier could nor be depended upon. It was decided that one 
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bulb for each lamp would be recommended except in- cases 
where the actual number of bulba applied for were les than 
the total number of lamps. 


z= Wisotnc ann Guing Kores: 


Applications for Winding and Gunile Ropes coulil not 

< processed because the epecificution etc. and the availali- 

lity of the Winding Ropes from U.S.S.R. and Poland could 
not then be ascertained wnd:also beeause out of 3 finns given 
approval by the D.G.MS, 10 supply these ropes for a limited 
depth for experimental purpose one was then under lock out: 





It was decided thar all appleations for Methanometers 
and other Gas indicators would be sponsored for the lowest 
technically acceptable: offer, 


4. Faction Props ann Serre Devices: 


2500 pes, were allowed to be imperted, In future ne 
application for Friction Props would be entertained. 


5. Diese. Mise Tractors wrt TRaILors : 


As one Tractor with Trailors was locally available from 
N-CD.C and some Trailars were being manufactured in the 
workshop of a colliery company only- two Tractors were 
allowed to be imported and ther Trailors ¢hould be procured 
from indigenous sources. 
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Only 14 Nos. Rocker Shovel were allowed to be lmported. 


« 3 Nos, 6 P, 100 Power Units suitable. for mounting tO. 
existing armoured face conveyors cach comprising Gear Box, 
Fiuids coupling and a 65 PLP electric motor were allowed to 


be imported. 


$ Vevomerex; ANeMoMnTERS, METHANOMIETERS AND 


Perk 
LEE il 





~ These safety items were allowed tor importation. 


g 1900 Mireas Pury Lockep Cot. Wine Borers: 


These were allowed to be imported, but in future no 
application for serial ropes would be considered for impor 
ration, 


io. Isruvsteatty Sark Teneritones: 
Importation of these was approved by the Committec- 


At the 16th meeting of the Import Licence Screening 
Committee held on 22.969 and 23.969 at the office of the 
Coal Controller, Calcurra Sri A. Banerjer, Jt. Dy. Coal Con- 
troller (P) and Jt. Convener, who presided over the meeting, 
informed the members that the allocation from General 
Resources for the year 1968-69 had been fully titilized and 
released bur utilization againét the allocation fram the Rupee 
Payment Sources ad been ‘unexpectedly very poor. The 
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details of allocation vis-a-vis utilization during the year 1968- 
fg as explamed by Sri Banerjee are given below: — 


(i) Allocation: (1968/69) 


{a) General resources — Rs. 25.00 lakhs. 
(b) Rupee Payment area — Rs soo ,, 


Total Rs. 35.00 Lakhs. 


(ii) Utilization :—(1968-69) 
(a) General resources — Rs. 25.16 Lakhs. 
(b) Rupee Payment area — Rs, taps 


Total Ks. 26.54 Lakhs 


Sri Banerjee then informed the members that for the 
period April 1969 to September 1969 @ Fresh allocation of 
foreign exchange had been received for Rs. i2 lakhs from 
General Resources, Owing to poor utilization no allocation 
had been made from the Rupee Payment Sources for the 
current period. He then gave the following account of the 
Import Licence applications to be examined in the above 


A. (t) Old applications for reconsiderarion— Rs. 40,160 
(tt) Applications received since April ‘69 


(a) Caplamp bulbs Rs. 1,37,832 
(b) Wire ropes Rs. 471,686 
(c} Other irents Rs. 13.69.594 


Tetal— Rs. 20,419,552 
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B. Applications. cleminated on 1st processing— 
(a) Duc te non-receipt of Essentiality 
Certificate— Rs, Goon 
(b) Application for import from 
Rupee Payment Sources — Rs. <850 


Total Rs. 2.7450 


Sri Banerjee referred to the non-nclusion of caplamp 
bulbs in the Import Trade Control Policy Book for the year 
1969-70 and as the caplamp bulbs were neither available 
indigenously nor were likely to he available in the near 
furumre from any indigenots source, ir was decided that 
import of this item would be allowed at the rate of 4.1/2 
hulbs applied for. 


Wispttc ann Gite Rores 

(i) For ropes, other than locked coils, applications would 
be examined and sponsored only in such cases where 
the shafr depth exceeded 350 metres. 


(ii) Length of ropes applied for in relation to the shaft 
depths would be checked once again before the appli- 
cations Were forwarded to the J.C.CT, & EF. 


(iii) Applicanons for locked coil ropes of short lengths 
(upto sooo" fr.) would be referred to the D.G.MLS. to 
ascertain whether the D.G.MS, required installation 
of such ropes for reasons of safety. 





Gas Derecrons ann MerianomMeErens ec. 

ft was decided thar all applications for Methanometers 
and spires would he sponsercl. Only so, of the roral 
number of Carbon Monoxide tubes would be recommended 
to the (CCI. & E. anid for the rest the applicants were 
advised to contact the M.S.A. Calcutta. 
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E-XPLODERS 


Regarding exploders, the following decisions were 
taken:— 


(it) All the spare parts would be allowed. 


(i) Not more than six Exploders would bbe allowed on 
account of any individual colliery, 


(ili) ME-t2 type Exploders should be allowed in place of 
ME type exploders which were going to be obso- 
lete soon. | 


Spares for Haulages, Winders, cage suspension Gears, 
Bridle chains, safety detaching hooks, rope capples, gate 
end box and ar circuit breakers : 


Certain specilied items were allowed to be imported. 
Spates for coal cutters, loaders, loading shovels & Milling 
machines: 


ft was decided that only one it line cutter chain {and 
not 9) per machine would be sponsored as a token import 
with stipulation to the ters thar they should obtain. their 
furtire requirements from indigenous sources, 


Considering that recommendations against the existing 
applications would nor fully cover the entire allocation of 
Rs. 13.0 Jaks, a decision was taken that fresh applications 
would be jnvited from, the privatescctor coal mining industry 
On an mmmeciate baste, and the applications should be sen 
tHinizer by the Coal Controller's office without waiting for 
the screening Conimittee meeting, 
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lil DISTRIBUTION 


A. Transport oF "oat 


Inadequate wagon supply still continues to be one of the 
fimiting factors of coal production, The poor supply of 
wagons during. the calendar year ic, from January to Decem- 
Ler 1969 caused a severe strain on the preiucers and con- 
sumers of coal at atime when the demand was just picking 
up. The Railway's movement of coal has never been able 
to cateh up with rhe actual requirements of the producers anid 
consumers, Although the performance of the Eastern Rail- 
way during the year 1969 yas generally’ satisfactory excepung 
the months of April, May, Juné, fiily and December,. that 
of the South Enstern Railway was mosr disappointing 
throughout the year. This will be evident from the fact thar 
against the minimum target-of ip00 wagons fixed several 
years ago for $8. E. Railway which was even then admittedly 
short of requirements, there was a shortfall of 270 wagons 
daily. Even during the slack season more coal could not be 
movetl owing to scarcity of wagons. During the year 1969 
the daily average loading of wagone was only 16z0 against the 
assured minimum of igoo. During the year 1969 the daily 
average wagon supply was 8300 for the whole of India against 
the minimum of 8640. wagon per day assdred by the Railway 
authorities leaving a shortfall of 340 wagons. This will he 
evident from the following tables:— 


Eastern Seuth Eastern Total 
Railway = Hailwny | 








Target : 100 wz TOD weyee (400 woe 

Jatwary “6 loatian risk 1657 6 
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dtuitfall = OG 25 + ob 




















Railway : Railway 
March ‘69 leowel brags tated 1643. 6626 
whurtfall = «Be 23 + % 
April Titedirrg 474] 16a6 a7 
shortiall =} at “24 73 
May “69 Level kenge ana 1695 er 
June “69 heading a1 Léte,. a2 
shortfall “ — 318 
July ‘69 fading vam app £266 
shurttall 6 “278 e) 
August 4 — ‘laading 4601 1614 6215 
shortfall 7) 5 2S 
Beptemier 60 toading A545 174 6579 
shortfall = ga5 “166 at 
etnter ‘6 — hmding ar78 1AD sun 
chuetfall = + 78 376. “28 
November 60 loading $313 in 6522 
shertful) = ag Con ta 
Diectenber “60 hinding 4618 1555 6173 
short fall "32 S “aa? 
Avenger Leva tHisnig aay Tha) bars 
thortfall =} @B eT 3 


Owing to the shortage of wagons there has been a very 
large accumulation of stocks ar the pit-heads which are esti- 
mated at more than 6.0 million tonnes at the end of the 
talendar year 1960. 
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B. ASSESSMENTS OF DAILY REQUIREMENTS oF WACONS 
IN VARIOUS FIELDS DURING THE FOURTH PLAN FERIOD, 


A mecting between the Coal Controller and the repre- 
sentative of the Industry was held on 7 October 1969 im the 
Coal Controller's Office to examine the following: 


it) The daily wagon target as allowed by the Railway 
currently and the extent to which this fall short 
of the requitement, as envisaged by the producers 
and the consumers, if any. 


(ii) The daily wagon target that will be required for each 
field during the 4th Plan period based on consump- 
tion pattern, demand and cowl target. 


(iil) Creation of some sort of cushion for transport of 
coal hy Rail in emergencies, and the extent to which 
this should be made for various fields over the daily 
wagon target thar will be required during the 4th 
Plan period. 


The above subjects were discussed ar a meeting af the 
Federation Sub-Committee on matters pertaining to trans 
port and State of West Bengal (Royalty, Law and Order, 
Mining leases, Taxes, etc.) and the following note prepared 
by it was forwarded to the Coal Controller for his considera- 
tion at the meeting: 


The daily targer and the loading as per the figures 
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available to the Federation for various fields- for May, 1969, 
is as under: ; 


Fields Target Loading 
Bengal-Bihar 6600 6284 
Korea-Rewa B50 aay 
Talchar Loo 59 
Pench-Chanda 500 529 
Singtarcni: 500 442° 
Assim 50 45 

8690 | Bib 


ft woulil be evident from the above that the actual loade 
ing falls short by 544 wagons per day in the various fields 
against the targets fixed by rhe Railways. 


So far the current loading targets are concerned. it 
should be noted here that due to acute recession in the 
country during the preceding two years (1967 & 1965) the 
actual demand for coal did not materialise accomling 10 
anticipation, Lately on account of revival of economy there 
are définite signs of increased demand for coal and if the 
Present tempo in the economic activity is maintained, it can 
safely be envisaged that demand for coal in all’ sectors would 
rise continuously in the next five years. It can be assumed 
therefore thar the targets fixed for the third plan would 
materialise in the Fourth Plan positively, As such, the 
planning for transport to meer the coal demand is to be made 
on priority basis without the feast delay. It has been sup: 
gested by the highest level that Railways capacity should be 
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a little ahead of the actual! demand and in view of the fact 
that there are delinite trends in the demand for coal urgent 
Sleps are necessary (0 create the required capacity. 


So far-as the daily wagon loading target that would be 
required, it would be prudent Gn our parm to make arrange- 
tient for transport on the basis of the third plan which has 
been spilled over to Fourth Min so. far as non-coking coal is 
concerned. [In coking coal s¢ctor there would be some 
increase over the third plan targer hut this should be decided 
it clase consultation with the Ministry of Steel and coking 
coal producers, 


The Third Plan envisages production of ahout 72 million 
tonnes of coal in Bengal-Bihar coallields tut allowing for 
domestic consumption, beiler consumption and road move: 
Mieht, transport requirement by rail would be minimum 62 
to 64 million tonnes per annum, On the above estimate the 
daily requirement of wagons in West Bengal and Bihar- 
coalfields would be Sooo wagons per day. 

The target of production for Pench-Chanda, Kore-Rewa 
was 13.50 million tonnes and as- there is very litle road 
Imovement in this area ir would be mectssaty to plan rail 
capacity ro the extent of 13 million tonnes. which would 
require about 1625 wagons per day, In other coalfields in 
Singrauli, Singareni, etc. which are in the Public Sector, no 
assessment is being made by the Federation about their 
requirements, 





As regards creation of some cushion, wherever there is 
matural calamity or earth<juake or junctional or seasonal 
shortfalls in allotments, the Railways invariably explain the 
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shortfalls on account of the abovementioned factors: On 
account of this there is wide variation in day to day allot- 
ments and purticularly in the busy season from October to 
June the Railways plead their helplessness to-meet the wagon 
Fequirements of the consumers. It is. evident that ar present 
for g months in a year. there is no cushion existing whatec 
ever which would take care of additional demands on the 
transport during he busy season. Although there is nor much 
spare capacity during the lean months of July, August and 
September, it is a fact that transport position is easy during 
these three months and: the Railways can in co-operation 
with the producers and consumers have better utilization and 
turn round of wagons during these three motiths.. Ir would 
he in the interest of the Railways and the lower priority con- 
sumers which are a vital sector of the economy that essential 
consumers like the Railways, Steel Plants, Power Houses, 
Cement Factories ete, build up additional 5 ta to days stacks 
within these three months so thar the other users can. take 
advantage of wagons offering during the husy season, For 
these three months the Railways must give some incentive 
by way of longer credit and reduction in freight if the con- 
sumers. bnild: up additional-stocks. ‘This suggestion has heew 
given by the Industry during the lasr 2/3 years and in view 
of the fast tempo of development and pressure on the Rail- 


ways, it is not yer wo late for the Railways to evolve o 
scheme which would give an incentive to the consumers for 


the purpose of movement Of additional coal. 


During the Inisy season the lowest phoriry consumers 
“ich as brick humming industry and soft coke deserve some 
consideration from the Railways as these priorities siiffer most 
on account of miadequate allotment. They ate vital section 
On account of inadequate allotment, They are vital sections 
of the community and create job opportunities: for millions 
of people in construction of houses, roads, ete Tr will be 


+4 
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most unfair on the part of the Railways to ignore these vital 
sectors when their demands for coa! are nor met. As this 
section of the Industry has been managed by small and 
medium class people it would be fair to persuade such prio- 
Fities 10 block their valuable capital in coal stocks during the 
lean season and it is of paramount importance that their 
demands which are essential should be met as and when they 
require coal. As such a cushion or a minimum quota. of 
wagons should he reserved for brick buming and soft coke 
during the period October ro June and their actual requir 
ment should be planned in consulration with the Stare 
Governments of Utrar Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab and Haryana. 


Qn a rough estimate requirements’ of soft coke should 
be planned on a minimum requirement of 450 wagons a day 
With 7 to 10% increase every year, Minimum requirements 
of hrick burning coal in the above Muchalsarai direction 
from Bengal-Bihar coalfields during the busy season would 
be S00 to 1900 wagons per day. 


C. Waconx Surriy Postnow 


There wat a marked deterioration in the wagon supply 
OSI HON, particularly on the South Eastern Railway, during 
the months beginning from April to September. [¢ will be 
observed from the following table thar in the case of the 
South Eastern Railway, there was a progressively increasing 
Shortfall in the wagon supply against targer until Aupusr 
1969 when the shortfall was 286. Tn spite of a slight im- 
provement in the supply in September 1969, there was still 
a shortfall of 166 wagons on the South Eastern Railway, 
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Period Loading Shortfall over Lacpat. 


E Hly. SK Bly, Tot) Ei Rly. S. i Rly: Total. 
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May ~~ 439 165 62) -lit -25 —abb5 
Hane . 4% 166 82 -oh 8 9570 ate 
July = 4644 1622 cate be — § — 2a —3é 
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In the case of the Eastern Railway, which usually meets 
the targetted figure of 4,700 wagons, fixed as long ago as 
1960, the supply ‘position from May 1964 CHwards was wholly 
matlediinte as the above fiures show, Owing to the short 
supply of wagons, the stocks of coal at pitheads Rave consi 
derably increased, The Joint Working Committee made a 
represcnitation to Shri K. §. Banerjce, Director, Jeniite 
{Transporration), Railway Board, New Delhi, drawine 
attention to the acute shortage of wagon eupply position aa 
requesting him to take immediate Steps fo meet the incress- 
ing cos] requirements of the country, Ir wus also pointed 
ut that more coal could not be moved durmg the months 
of July, August and Soprember, ic. even during the slack 
senson, But to the Industry's disappointment, instead af 
taking any effective Steps tO improve wagon supply, the 
Director, Traffic (Transportation), Railway Board, in his letter 
No, 6¢-TTI/60/BB/1 dated 29 Ocwier 1969 merely: asked 
for figures of pithead stocks of collictics whose - 


stocks had allegedly increased as mentioned in the inca af 
the iW. C. 








(| 163°) 


D. Movement or Coat rrom Ourixine Freups 


The Committee of the Federation. is greatly perturbed 
over the unilsteral decision: of the Railway Board to permit 
Movement of coal ona trial basis in December from OUT 
lying coalfields to North India via Dethi area and Ferozepur 
in toni disregard of the previous assurance of not disturbing 
the existing linkage of consumers of diilerent coal producing 
areas and also of the assurance given by the Planning Com. 
mission thar the present installed capacity and the resources 
Should be fully utilized and that every assistance would be 
given to the units to raise production according to their 
installed capacity, 


In a memorandiam dated 12 December 1969 sulbmitred 
to Dr. Triguna Sen, Minister of Petroleum & Chemicals and 
Mines & Mortals. by the Pederation’s Chairman, Sri V- K. 
Poddar. with -a copy to the Chairman, Railway Board, 
Ministry of Railways and ro. Sri Jyot Basu, Dy, Chief 
Minister, Wesy Bengal and Sri Sushil Dhara. Minister of 
Commerce & Industries, Government of Weat Bengal, 
Calcutta, ir was pointed out thar if such a movement was 
allowed to continue the collieries in West Bengal, which were 
Suffering from labour’ trouble and insufficient demand would 
further lose their existing markets resulting in complen: 
dislocation on_ their coonomy. He therefore emphusized the 
need for the Ministry's intervention: and immediate action 
‘oO stop mhy further movement from the outlying fields to 
North India. | 


_ The memorandum. also pointed out that when the. ard 
Five-Year Plan was drawn up by the Government, various 
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targets were laid down for different coalfieltts, with linkage 
of consumers to the coal-producing areas. On this basis, 
the collicrics in different zones planned pheir production so 
as to suit the demand for the areas linked to their produc 
non. The Railways also invested enormous sums of money 
hy way of electrification, dieselization, doubling of tracks 
and modernization of yards in the entire Calcutta Mugal- 
saral sections, extending over 650 kms, West Bengal coal- 
fields produce more than 20 million rons of coals, and the 
bulk of this coal could nor be consumed in West Bengal and 
has to move in up-country directions above Murgalsarai. 
While coal prices had been deconrrolled, it had been stated 
that there had been no general distribution decontrol so far 
ts transport of coal was concerned. The Railway had farmed 
a scheme of rationalized (raniport MOVEeMent, s0-as to move 
coal from different coalfields: to: certain areas: taking into 
consideration the installed cupacity, the proposed production 
and the wellestablished linkage between the producers anc, 
consumers, Tt was highly improper, particularly for West 
. Bengal cualfields; thar without consulting the industry a very 
major deviation was proposed to he made hy allowing onal 
from outlying fields to move in Dethi area.. (Coal from West: 
Bengal coalfields moved to the Delhi area and certain lower 
prades of -coal are being supplied to Delhi Power Station. 1. 
With: the proposed changes, the economy of the collieries 
would be disturbed and the existing linkage would also he 
jeopardized. The Planning Commission had accepted the 
view that the present installed capaciry and the resources 
‘should be fully utilized and e ‘ery assistance given to the 
units to raise production according to their installed capa- 
city. While the industry would have no complaint with 
regard to the linking of new consumers to the nearest supply 
sources, it should not be the Government's policy to disrispt 
suddenly the existing channels of the movement. “his war 
in variance with the Government policy and the investments 
made by the Railway: and the coal industry will prove 
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The Memorandum went on to state that the fationali- 
zation pattern of transport could not be changed to suit 
certain coalficlds, It was a well known fact that large num 
ber of consumers situated in West and South India were 
prepared to pay higher freights for coal purchases from Weer 
Bengal coalfields, and the «quality of coal available in South 
and Western India was much inferior to that of West 
Bengal coalfields. In spire of this, there was no general 
telaxation for movement of West Bengal coal to these areas, 
and the Industry had accepted this, and to that extent the 
West Beneai coalfields market was limited. So, when there 
is control, there was no reason why the Railway should start 
hew experiments at a critical juncture and. distur the col- 
herics in’ West Bengal, 


The ].W.C also, in its letter No. 73/71/1203 dated 
18 December, 1969. addressed ro Sri CG. D. Khandelwal, the 
then Chairman. Railway Board and to Sri B. M, Kaul, 
Director, Trans, (Traffic), Railway Board, made a similar 





E. Loco Coa, Texper (Texpex No, Fue. 6 or 1969) 
ISSUED ny THE Ratwar Boao. 


The Government of India, Ministry of Railways (Rail 
way Board) published a notification in several news papers 
inviting tenders from the producers of coal/eoke for the 
supply of Selected *A’ & "B’, Grade T and Grade I] non-cok- 
img coal produced in Bengal, Bihar, ane outlying coal- 
fields, coking coal of Gride HH and higher grades (which. 
are not required by stec] plants), ungraded coals. of Singareni, 
satt coke, rubbie coke, slack coal, nut coke, pearl coke, B. P. 
Hard Coke and Bechive Hard Coke for the period 1,10.1969 
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to 309.1970. Tt was stated in the said notification thar offers 
of only those tenderers would be considered— 


(a) who are producing coal from their own mines and 
whose average production duting the last six months 
viz, December, 1968 to May 1969, is mor less than 
3000 tonnes per month for ail grades tendered - 


(6) who are producing coke from theit own tokeries, 


Tt was further stared in the notification that the last date 
of submission of tenders was +¢ August 196g and that tender 
documents have to be submitted this time to the Joint 
Director Mechanical Engineering (Fuel) Railway Board, 
New Delhi instead of the Chief Mining Adviser, Railway 
Bourd, Dhanbad as was hitherto being donc. A new clause 
Was incorporated in the tender document to the effect thar 
in the case of collieries who failed to obtain certificates from 
the Regional Labour Commissioner (C) regarding the imple 
mentation of the Wage Board recommendations within 
two and a half month's time the security money for the 
tender might be foricited and the order for the supply of 
coal might also be cancelled. 


The need for concerted action in the matter as empha- 


sized at yarious meetings of the Joint Working Con mire 


and the Federation also impressed upon the members the 
need for payment of variable dearness allowance a the in- 
ereastd fate of Rs 09 PL per day with effect from the month 


of August and of Rs. t.29 P. per diem from the month of 


Gctober, 1969 so as to make it possible for the Industry to 
strongly urge the mitistries of Labour, Mines & Metals and 
also the Railways to allow adequate price increase for such 
payment. It was considered at 2 meeting of the Joint Work- 
ing Committee that failure to give an undertaking to pro- 
dice certificate from the RLC(C) as to the implementation 


‘ 
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of the Wage Board recommendations would be regarded by 
the Government as a refusal to increase variable dearness 
allowance and this would have adverse consequences. It was 
therefore suggested that no colliery should submit certificate 
from the RLC(C) that it had fully implemented the Wage 
Board recommendations. Subsequently ata meeting of the 
major com! producers held in the rooms of the Bengal Cham- 
ber of Commerce & Industry on 1 Auyvusr 1969 it was con 
sidered that the industry bad been able ro obtain price increase 
to meet the impositions on the Industry only because the 
Industry had taken a unified stand. Jr was reealled that the 
We had earlier taken a decision to recommend: a price 
increase of Rs.3/- per tonne from July 1969 which was based 
‘onthe need to neutralize the cost of dearness allowance, in- 
creased cesses, royalties and other impositions and to imple- 
ment the directives of the Director General of Mines Safery 
regarding footwear, uniforms and other matters. After a 
full discussion it was finally agreed thar efforts should be made 
to pay variable dearness allowance: subject to price increase 
being granted. Tt was unanimously agreed at the meeting that 
the procedure should be the same as had been adopted in 
the previous year and that the price should be teft ro the JWC 
Commitree::to determine. Ir was also agreed that tenders 
should also be submitted through the JWC representatives 
notwithstanding the provisions of the tender. 


165 colliery units offering 37094 m/tonnes of Selected A, 
1.55.470 m/tonnes of Selected B, 7.546.517 m/ronnes of Grade 
T, and 1.96.98: m/tonnes of Grade [1 submitted tenders 
through JWC. All these collieries submitting tenders through 
PWC quoted the following prices: 


Selected "A’ — Rs, 42.50 (Rs. grt above the previous price) 
Selected “B' — Rs. 29.40 (Rs. 2.48 above the previous price) 
Grade T — Rs, 36.00 (Rs, 2.44 above the previous price) 
Grade I — Rs, 30.85 (Rs, 3/- above the previous. price) 
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At a meeting held on 19 August 1969 in Rail Bhavan, 
New Delhi between the representatives of the industry and 
the Railway Coal Tender Committee to negotiate the loco: 
coal prices prolong discussions were held on the break-up 
figures on cach item of additional cost of production. the 
impact of which on price was assessed at Rs. 3.35 per tonne 
as set our in the detailed memorandum submitred by the 
JWC tothe Goverament. In pursuance of an earlier arrange- 
ment a further meeting was held ar New Delhi on 26 
August 1969 to hold further discussions on the matir, On 
27 Auguer 1969 at the above mecting the Railway Board dis- 
puted the industry's claim for higher prices for which a 
Supplementary memorandum explaining the incidence of in- 
crease In the various items of cost of production was sub 
mitted by the Industry at New Delhi. After a series of dis- 
‘cussions thar took place on various dates between the repre- 
sentatives of the |WC and the Loco Coal Tender Committee 
‘at New Dethi in the months of August and September 1969 
it was indicated by the Railways that they would be prepared 
to consider a price increase wpto yo Paice per conne: for all 
grades of coal including Grade I] coals. It was however 
pointed out by the representatives of the Industry that mini- 
mum increase Of Rs, t-75 per tonne with effect from 1 October 
i969 was necessary to enable the collieries to obtam. cert 
ficate of implementation of Wage Board recommendations as 
required in the Loco Coal Tender, Meanwhile the Railway 
Board issued a communication w individual collieries offer- 
ing a Maximum price increase of 7o paise per tonne for all 
grailes of coal over the current loco coal prices. 





Further meetings were held in the third week of Septem- 
ber 1969 with the representatives of the |WC, Railway Coal 
Tender Committee and Dr, Ram Subhag Singh and also -the 
representatives of the Ministry of Mines & Metals in con 
nexion with the prices to be paid for supplies of coal to the 
Railways with effect From 1 October i969 with ‘the result that 
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ithe representatives of the ]WC had no option but to accept 
with utmost reluctance a price increase of 7o Patse per tonne 
for all grades of coal under compelling circumetances. It 
was however made known to the Government that the price 
increase was not adequate ro meet the statutory and other 
impositions and. many collicrics would: find it impossible to 
implémenr in full the recommendations of the Wage Board 
with this meagre price increase and that as a result there 
anight be serious labour unrest owing to uneven implemen- 
tation of the Wage Board recommendations. 


F. Apjustmenr or Ovexuoanen Box Wacons Loanep 
witH Coan anp COKE 


The Divisional Operating Superintendent and the Coal 
Area Superintendent, Dhanbad, in their letter No, XG.3051/ 
53 dated 22 August 1969 addressed to United Karanpura 
Collicries Lrd., Churi & Dakrabukbuks Colliery and also to 
Manki/Ray Colliery advised thar “with effect: from. 8.9.69 if 
any box wagon loaded by the aforesaid two collicrics is found 
overloaded beyond uo tonnes of the marked carrying capa- 
ity, the entire. rake including the overloaded box wagon/ 
wagons, will be returned to the collicry siding for adjustment 
of the overloaded quantity of coal or coke and for which 
demurrage for the entire mke will be levied.” Although the 
collieries were exercising utmost caution in the loading of 
coal in the permitted quantity overloading cannot be avoided 
on occasion, a fact clearly admitted even by the Railways 
as would be evident from the relevant Coal Tariff Penalty 
Rules, In a representation, made by the Federation in its 
fetter No. tra/1286 & 1287 dared 2 September 1969 to the 
Divisional Operating Superintendent (Tj and the Coal Area 
Superintendent, Eastern Railway, Dhanbad, it was pointed 
Out that such drastic penal action to return the entire rake 
to the colliery siding for adjustment of the overloaded quan- 
tity of coal and to charge demurrage for the entire rake which 
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was nowhere provided many rile of the Coal Tariff was not 
at all necessary, since the Coal Tariff Penalty Rules fully pro- 
vided for adjustment of overloaded coal in the Railway yeards. 
Tt was further pointed out thar such facilities for adjustment 
of overladed coal at the weighbridge existed both for four- 
wheelers and for hox wagens on the South Eastern Railway 
whereos similar facilities existed only for four-wheelers on 
the Eastern Railway and not for wagons. The Committee 
of the Federation therefore considered the letter stated, that 
the Eastern Railway should also provide similar facilities for 
adjustment of box. wagons in the. Railway yard instead of 
imposing a heavy penulty by requiring the return of the. full 
rake and charging demurrage for it. 


This matter was also taken up by the Federation at the 
quarterly meeting held on 11 September 196g between the 
representatives of the Industry and the Direetor, Traffic 
(Transportation), Railway Board, who informed the Federa- 
tion's. representative that. as the collieries concerned were 
situated yery close to a weighbrider and as their performance 
had been very unsatisfactory in the past the Railways issued 
instructions ta seturn the entire rake to the colliery siding 
for adjustment of overloaded wagons, Ir was further stated 
by the Railways’ representatives that after issue of these ins: 
tructions the collieries’ performance was found to be much 
better-and if they kept overloading within the permissible 
limit there would be no necessity for taking any action, 
The Railways’ representative informed the Industry that a 
meeting would be held at an carly date cither ot Dhanbad 
or Asansol and the representatives of the collieries concerned 
would he requested to attend rhe meeting and explain matrers. 
Further, the Federarion’s representative was assured by the 
Railways that if overloading was reduced they would nor 
insist upon returning the rake to the colliery siding and the 
collieries should therefore he requested to improve their per- 
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In the name of “rationalization” of freight rates that 
came into effect from 1 November 1968 the Railways effected 
a very substantial increase in the Railway transport charges 
which have gone up anywhere from Rs, 2/- to Rs, 9.30. per 
tonne. It will be observed from the following wble that the 
cost of coal delivered to consumers at long distances 1s more 
than double the cost of coal at the pithead, In some cases in- 
crease in the rate of transport charges for carrying coal works 
out to a# much as 25%,, For instance till rg June 1967 coal 
freight inclusive of surcharge for a distance of 1Bs0 kilometres: 
was Rs, 41,82 per tonnc. With elfect from + November 1968 
it is Rs. 52.36 per tonne for the same distance. 


Coal freight paid | Coal froight 
Distance Kilometre with mircharge payable on or Incroune, 
hefore 3.10.68. after 1.11.68, 


500 10.02 21.00 1.98 
1oo0 31.50 34.16 2.66 
1500 $1.09 44:56 347 
2000 49-27 $4.96 5.69 
2500 53-91 60.96 7-05 
3000 57-45 66.96 9.51 


It may be of interest to know that while railway freight 
charges in i959 in respect of a distance of 1000 miles have 
increased to 238 per cent coal prices during the same period 
have increased by only 133 per cent. One tonne of coal 
from Raniganj to Mazras, if despatched by rail, will be sub 
jected to freight payment of more than Rs. si/- and if jt is 
sent by rai-cum-sea route, the freight will be more than 
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Rs, 69/~ For coal desparches from Jharia the freight charge 
per tonne will come to more than Rs, so0/- by rail and mare 
than Re, 7)/- by raileum-—-ea route. For Bombay the freight 
for despatches per toone of coal from Ranigan will be 
Rs, 32.36 P. by rail and Rs. 8.96 P. by rail-sum-sea route; 
from Jharia to Bombay these charges will be Rs. 52.36 P. 
and Rs, 84.63 P. respectively, But the price per tonne of 
the best grade coals ranges from Rs, 35/- to Rs. 38/- As a 
result, the consumers of coal are Satie subjected to great 
hardship and the cost of production of the coal4dased com- 
moditics has also correspondingly shor up. 





toducers. have often heen most unreasonably 
blamed for mounting increase in the price of coal withour 
perhaps knowing that the major share in the price goes to 
the Railways in the form of Railway freight. The major 
¢lement-in the cost of production of coal is admittedly the 
wage cost which is continually going up and the price of 
coal is also correspondingly on the increase owing to factors 
over which the Industry has absolutely no control. The 
Committee of the Federation therefore feels that a national 
fuel policy should be formulated as carly as possible to 
stabilize production cost of a basic commodity like coal fail- 
ing which a time may come when the major consumers 
might consider the cost of coal as prohihitive and switch over 
to other firel. 


The Federation of Indian Chambers. of Commerce & 
Industry in its letter No, F. a8qo/TC/7 7 aaied 13 March 1969 
Mide a representation to the Chai . Railway Board 
pointing out the high increase in the tailway freight rates 
on coal and urging speedy cxamination of this matter with 
a view to ensuring thar the industrial consumers were not 
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made to pay freight rates which had proved patently un- 
economic. The Railway Board, in reply to the above letter 
of the FICCI stated in its lerter, No. TCR/1172/69/Coal 
dated 14 April 1969, thar the increase in the rates of coal 
with effect from + November 1968 was a result of the examt- 
nation of the adequacy of freight charges, inter alia, in rela- 
tion to the cost of haulage. It was further ¢tated that the 
ratea for transport of coal had been low compared to. costs 
of haulage and that in view of the continuing rise in costs, 
an upward revision was found necessary. It was further 
stated in the letter that even the revised freight for coal did 
net cover fully the cost of haulage for long distance over 
which coal generally moved. 


Iv. LABOUR 


A. Cover or Isourmy: Coxrmacr Lanove 


As mentioned in the Report of the previous year, the 
Government of India in the Ministry of Labour, Employ: 
ment & Rehabilitation (Department of Labour & Employ- 
ment), constituted a Court of Inquiry with Sri Benayak Nath 
Banerjee, Presiding Officer. Central Government Industria! 
Tribunal, Calcutta asthe sole member to consider:— 


(i) Whether the managing and raising-cum-selling con- 
tracts zhould be abolished or not, and 


(ii) Whar steps should be raken for the progressive abolt- 

"thon of the contract system in the 7 categorics which 
were exempted under the bi-partite settlement 
go October 1961, 
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“As stated in the previous year's Report, the Joint Wark- 
ing Committee adopted the written statements filled by the 
Indian Mining Association, Indian Mining Federation, 
Indian Colliery Owners’ Association and Madhya Pradesh 
& Vidarbha Mining Association. Sri 5, S$. Mukherjee, Ad- 
vocate, appeared on behalf of all the Associations/Federa 
tion of the employers and also of NCDC. A summary of 
the recommendations dated 3 September 1969 made by Sri B. 
N_ Banerjee, sole member of the above Court of Inquiry, was 
published under Notilication No. 8/93/68-LRIL in $0. 
No. 3875 in the Gazette of Inilia, Part II, Sec, 3(iii) dated 
27 September 1969 a copy of which is being reproduced 
below. 


The recommendations of the Court. of Inquiry are as 
follows; 


(a) There has not been substantial progress made in 
the abolition of raising contract avstem in collierig. Whe 
system in continuing. some in their nascent form, some in 
their reoriented or revdited form known as raising-cum 
Sclling-contract and most of them are now oril contracts of 
Secretive mature. 


(b) Raising-cum-selling © contract, is mostly another 
name for raising contracts excepting a few, which may be 
genuine anes. This system should be wholly: abolished. 
Collieries may have liberty to appoint selling contractors hur 
not raising-cum-celling contractors. | 


‘Recommendation (b} is subject 10 the proviso thar if for 
Some unforeseen exigencies it becomes hecessary to employ 
is m-selling contractor for the time being, permission 
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in writing from the’ Regional Labour Commissioner shall be 
taken, He rivet thoroughly satisfy himself about the neces- 
sity of the ajpointment before’ granting permission. 


(c) Managing contract system may continue for the 
present provided always: 


(i) The Government should implement the recom- 
mendations of the Dave Court of Inquiry Report 
contained in paragraphs 33 tj 36 of the Report 
forthwhith regarding suitable amendments in the 
Industrial Disputes Act and the Paymenr of Wages 
Act. 


(ii) Licencing awthoriry under Rule. 37 of the Mineral 
Concession Rules must thoroughly satisly itself 
about the financial solvency of the Managing Con- 
tractor and protection of interests of workmen be: 
fore grantiig permission fo appoint a particular: 
Peran. OF concern as Managing Contractor. Ap- 
‘ees of bier aS CORTERCTORS and in the 





reviewed! very daily ‘hy the epartnesie of Labour 
in cach region, 


(i) So fir as exempted categories are concerned, care- 
gories No, (ii), (iv), (vi) and (vit), Sand loading. Coal loading 
and unloading, Over-burden removal and earth Seat anid 
fait coke manufacturing should he taken owt of exempted 
categories and collieries. should perform these works depart- 
mentally. This is subject always to the provision that when 
it Hecomes absolutely necessary on any particular occasion, 
in & particular colliery, to appoint contract Inbour for any of 
these categories of work, for the time being, permission of 
the Regional Labour Commissioner shall be had and ob- 
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tained, in writing, before appointing such a contractor for 
a time being. The Regional Commissioner must thoroughly 
satisty himself about the necessity before granting the 


(c) Easicr type of pit sinking and driving of inclines 
should be managed by collieries with local departmental 
lnbour employed, if mecessary, for a temporary period. Diffi- 
cult sinkings and driving of inclines may be entrusted in the 
hands of expert contractors, with previous permission of the 
Regional Labour Commissioner obtain in writing. The 
Regional Labour Commissioner shall thoroughly satisfy him- 
self about the nature of the difficulties and the necessity for 
particular work only, who must he satisfied about the require- 
ment. 


({)} Driving and stone drifts and miscellaneous stone 
cutting underground may be done departmentally unless of 
course the wature of the curting or driving is such which 
require expert assistance. In such case contractors may he 
appomnted with the previous permission: of the Regional 
Labour Commissioner for that particular work only, who 
must be satisfied about the requirement. 





_ (g) So far as miscellancons civil engi or 
intermittent miscellaneous work: are the 





et be left ar the hands of 


The abolition of raisingcum-selling system, and 
taking over of some amongst the exempted! Categories of 
work shal] be done an goon as possible bur not liter than 
goth September, 1970. 
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The Committee of the Federation considered the Report 
of the Court of Inquiry-and the Summary of its recommenda- 
tions at its meeting held on to October 1969 and considered 
thar the purport of the recommendations is to effect the 
abolition of raising-cum-tclling contract and to take other 
matters of the exempted categories from Contractors labour 
by 30 September rg7o, The Committee therefore considered 
char the recommendaions if given effect to by the Govern: 
ment will materially affect the normal ws king of the col- 
licries. In pursuance of the decision of the Committee the 
Joint Working Committee was asked to make a representi- 
tion to the Government urging it not to accept the recom: 
mendations of the Court of Inquiry which are unrealistic 
and retrogressive in nature. Accordingly the following 
representation was made by the JWC to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, Ministry of Labour, Employment & 
Rehabilitation (Department of Labour & Employment), New 
Dethi in its letter No. 1/101 dated 12 November 1969: — 


“The Central Government Court of Inquiry (Coal Min- 
ing Industry) presided. over by Shri B. N. Banerjee (Sole 
Member) submitted a Report regarding the abolition of the 
Contract system prevalent in the Coal Mining Industry a= 
per terms: of Reference.” 


s. The Report dated the 3rd September, 1999 of the 
siid Court of Inquiry was published in the Gazette 
of India, dated) September 27. 1969 (Part Ti—Seetion 5—Sab- 
section (ii) (Vile Notification No. 6.0, 4875 dated the 20th 
September 1969 of the Ministry of Labour, Employment & 
Rehabilitation).” 


“3. In brief, the said Court of Inquiry recommended 
thar the Managing Contract System may continue for the 
present with certain proviso. ~The Raising-cum-Selling Con- 


iz 
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tract as alto the Sand loading, Coal loading and unloading, 
overburden removal and earth cutting and soft coke manu- 
facturing should be abolished and taken up departmentally, 
The Court also recommended that the casier type of Pir— 
Sinking and driving of inclines as alse driving of stene drift 
amd miscellaneous stone cutting underground work may be 
done departmentally.” | 


“4 The recommendations of the Court of Inquiry if 
accepted will greatly hamper and handicap the production of 
the Collieries. It may kindly be appreciated that the 
Government and Semi-Government departments have en- 


“5 The Hon'ble Court of Inquiry failed to appreciate 
that the Raising-cum-Selling Contractors are ‘in possession 
and control of the workings of the collieries and are also 
Tequired to discharge the same starurory obligations aa the 
owners of the collieries themsclyes. The Raising-cum-Selling 
Contracts are given either when the properties are not in a 
Position to work the entire area or are financially handi- 
capped. Under the Mineral Concession Rules tg6o, the 
Rasingcum-Selling Contractors have got 1 obtain necessary 
certificate and approval of the appropriate Government. The 
recommendations regarding the abolition of Raising-cum- 
Selling Contract system will, therefore, be a severe blow 0. 
the Coal. Mining Industry and the certificate and approval 
for the same under Mineral Concession Rules will have 
Practically no: meaning.” 


“6. The abolition of other categories of Contract 
loading contract will also have scrious repercussions. Ik may 
be appreciated that the supply of wagons, their number and 
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time are not under the control of the colliery owners, and 
it will, therefore, be impossible to keep large contingent of 
wagon loaders on the roll of the colliery companies, to whom 
Ho Continuous work could be given. The services of Wagon 
loadin Contractors are required only during emergency 
when more wagons are placed on the siding. These con- 
tractors shift their men from colliery to collicry according 
to their necessities and thus can. ensure permanent work \o 
their workmen,” 


“7. It may please be further noted that in the said 
Report, the Court of Inquiry has suggested approval of the 
Regional Labour Commissioner (C) in certain cases of con- 
tracts, It may be stated that the Regional Labour Commis- 
sioner (C) is neither a technical personnel por has any eXx- 
perience of any colliery works. ‘This authority piven to him 
is likely to be misused or abused.” 


"8. The dearned Court of Inquiry failed to take a 
practical view of the utility of the Contract system in) prac- 
tice in the collieries. ‘The Hon'ble Court should have laid 
greater stress on the witnesses having practical experience in 
the workings of the collicries including the high Govern- 
ment Olficials connected with Coal Mining Industry, namely 
the Dy. Director General of Mines Safety, the Chief Mining 
Engineer, Coal Board. instead of relying on theoretical 
considerations only,” 


“g- The rémedy for removal of any evil in’ the \Con- 
tact System did nor lic’ in abotition of the Contract System 
itselE bit to suggesrremedial methods in shape of legislation.” 
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“yo. It may be mentioned that there are already com- 
prehensive and adequate legislation to cope with the pay- 
ment, mismanagement, and security of service which are 
applicable to the Contractors as also to the Coal Mine Owners 
with equal force.” 


ii. ‘It may also be mentioned thar a comprehensive 
Bill (namely, Contaact Lanovn (Asoumoy & Recutation) 
Biz) ro regulate employment of contract labour is already 
on the legislative anvil and when passed into Act will apply 
to all industries, The Coal Indusry should not have been 
singled out for abolition of the Contract System and the 
Report of the Hon'ble Court may go contrary to the pro- 
posed Act. Therefore, there was no ground to discriminate 
between the Coal Industry and other Industries in the 
country, caesar the dealing of the Contract Labour 
System.” 


iz, In view of the above considerations, it is. humbly 
suggested that the recommendations of the said Coun of 
Inquiry be not accepted by the Central Government and the 
Central Government should await the passing of the pending 
Central Labour (Abolition and Regulation) Act.” 


B. Tre Naronar Comsission on Lanovr—Marm concn. 
SIONS AND HECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE 
367m Sesstow or tie [otax Lanoun Coxrerexce. 


The Government of India in the Ministry of Labour, 
Employment and Rehabilitation (Department of Labour &: 
Employment) by a Resulution, No, 36/14/661 & E dated 24 
December 1966, 9 appointed a: National Commission on Labour 
unde Chairmanship of Dr, Gajendragadkar, PB, 
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(1) To review the changes in conditions of labour since 
Independence and to report on existing conditions 
of labour; 


(2) To review the existing legislative and other provi- 
sions ‘intended to protect the interests of labour, to 
assess their working and to advise how far these pro- 
visions serve to implement the Directive Principles. 
of State Policy in the Constitution on labour matters 
and the national objectives of establishing a socialist 
society and achieving planned economic develop- 
ment; 


(3) To study and report in particular on— 


(if) the levels of workers’ carnings, the provisions re- 
lating to wages, the need for fixation of minimum 
wages including a national minimum wage, the 
means of increasing productivity, meluding the 
provision of incentives to workers; 


(ii} the standard of living and the health, efficiency, 
safety, welfare, housing, training and education of 
workers and the existing arrangements for admi- 
nistration of labour welfare—hoth ar the centre 
and in the States; 


(iil) the existing arrangements for social security; 


(iv) the state of relations between employers and 
workers and the role af trade unions and ¢mplo- 
yere” organizations in: promoting healthy industrial 


relations and the interests of the nation: - 
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(v) the labour laws and voluntary arrangements: like 
the Code of Discipline, Joint Management Coun- 
cils, Voluntary Arhitration and Wage Boards and 
the machinery ar the Centre and in the States for 
their enforcement; 


(vi) measures. for improving conditions of rural, labour 
and other categories of unorganised labour; and 


(vii) existing APH eCMmienes for labour intelligence ancl 


(4) To make recommendations on the above matters, 


_ The Commission submited its zoopage Report to the 
Government of India on 28 Auguat 1969, The recommenda- 
tlons were considered at the 36th Session of the Indian 
Labour Conference held on 12-14 November 1969 at New 
Delhi 





The Federation Sub-Committee on Labour Laws and 
Welfare seuss the recopmmemiations of the National 
Commission om Labour, pe y those vitally affecting 
the Coal Industry, The Committee of the Federation, ar its 
meeting held on 31 October 1969, confirmed the following 
Views formulated by the Sub-Conmmittee, a copy of which was 
forwarded to the All-India Organization of Employers, under 
cover of a letter No, 4844/1509 dated 29 October 1949, for 
discussion at the 2fth Sesion of the Indian Labour Con 
ferenesy 
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Clause 39 (9.43): Natronal and festival holidays: 


Tt has been suggested by the National Commission on 
Labour that the total number of paid national and festival 
holidays should be 8, oat of which 3 should be national and 
5 festival holidays. As awarded by the All-India Industrial 
Tribunal (Colliery Disputes) the Coal Industry is allowing 7 
paid holidays, out of which the Republic Day, the Indepen- 
dence Day and Mahatma Gandhi's Birthday ate treated as 
| holidays without any kind of option to the parties, the 
rest of the holidays are being fixed by agreement according 
to the local customs which vary from place to place. The 
Coal Industry being a basic one and also a Punblic Utility 
Service, any further increase in the number of paid holidays 
would adversely affect coal production and. result in national 
loss. 


Clause 45 (10.32 & 10.33): Creches: 


In view of the fact that the National Commission on 
Labour has recommended for reduction of the limit of 50 
women workers to zo cligible children of working mothers 
for obligatory provision of a creche there is no reason why 
the Coal Industry should be discriminated and similar provi- 
sion should not also exist in the Coal Industry in which the 
setting up of a creche has been made obligatory even in the 
case of an employment of single woman worker, [t is there- 
fore urged that Mines Creche Rules, 1966 is amended on the 
lines of the recommendations of the National Commission 
on Labour. 


Clause 26 (2095 © 10.35): Canteens: 


As provided under the Mines Rules, tg55, minc® em- 
ploying 250. or more persons have to make provision for 
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canteens: The National Commission on Labour has suggest- 
ed that the number of employment should be brought down 
to 200 Where there is an established demand for a canteen 
from a majority of workers and also that the canteens 
should provide at least one balanced meal a day, As Tost 
of the workmen resides in the areas adjoming the colliery, 
they are not found to utilize the provision of canteens and 
test shelters and the reduction in the required number from 
250 to soo and the provision of one balanced meal a day 
would put an additional burden on the Industry, the econ 
omy of which is already debilitated. The cost of production 
of this basic commodity has already gone up recently by 
leaps and bounds owing to cnhanced labour amenities and a 
number of statutory impositions and in order to stabilize the 
level of prices in the country all efforts should be made to 
arrest its upward trend. 





Clause po (13-22): Workmen's Compensation : 


It is recommended by the Commission thar all workmen 
including supervisors should be cligible for compensation for 
work injury for which it has been sugpested thar wage limit 
for cligibility should also be removed. The suggestion made 
by the Commission for the inclusion of supervisors in the 
category of workmen would do away with the distinction be- 
tween the workmen and the supervisory staff hitherto being 
recognized under all Icgislative cnactments in almost all the 
counties in the werld. The inclusion of supervisory staff 
for entitlement of workmen's compensation will bring in 
severe complications and would give rise to constant disputes 
on dubiows interpretation of the definition of supervisory 
stuff. | 
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Clause VI (13-24): 


It is suggested by the Commission that arrangements for 
periodic cash payments might be made to the injured 
‘workers and their dependents und thar medical aire should 
also be provided to injured workers of coul, mica and iron 
‘ore MINS. 


While welcoming the above suggestion, the Federation 
would like to draw the attention of the Industrial Committee 
regarding the difhcultics which the workmen are experienc 
ing in obtaining in time the amount of compensation depo- 
sited by the collieries with the Workmen's Compensation 
Commissioner. Inordinate delay is caused in receiving pay- 
ment from the office of the Workmen's Compensation Com- 
missioner and the workmen and their dependents are cons 
tantly harassed from day to day and for months together i 
the way of obtaining payment from the office. Similar diffi- 
culties are very often experienced by the workmen in the 
withdrawal of provident fund accumulations from the Asan- 
sol and Dhanbad offices. Government should take strong 
and effective action to remove such hardship so that the dis- 
‘tressed workmen do not find any difficulty in receiving. pay- 
ment of their dues regularly and in time. 





Clause 82 (13.60 & 13.62): Provident Funds; 


The Commission has suggested ro raise the rate of con- 
+tibution from 8% 1 10%, Under the Coal Mines Provi- 
dent Fund Scheme the rate of contribution is 8% and a 
further increase in the rate of contribution would pur an 
additional burden and pre tanto increase the cost of pro- 
duction of a basic commodity which is not at all desirable 
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ata time when the avowed objective of the Government ts 
to stabilize the existing price level of all commodities, in 
particular of coal which is a basic commodity, 


C Surety or Uniromms to Workers 
Es@toven ts Coat Mines. 


It may be recalled that the Government of India in the 
Ministry of Labour & Employment constivuted in the year 
1966 a Tripartite Committee to go into all aspecre of eupply- 
ing iniforms to workers employed in coal mines, A ques- 
tidnnaire was issutd by the Tripartite Committee to the 
Federation/ Associations of the Industry to fix the basis and 
criterion and also condinons for supply of uniforms to the 
workers. ‘The Committee of the Federation in reply to the 
questionnaire stated amongst others that in view of the 
alarming cconomic situation prevailing in the country as -o 
result of inflation and spiralling price increase and the eco- 
nomy of the Coal Industry being at its lowest ebb, it would: 
be most inappropriate to saddle the Industry with further 
liability in any form which would add to the cost of produc- 
tion and lead to a rise in the price of this basic commodity, 
the price structure of which was rigidly controlled) The 
Committee therefore: suggested that 50%, of the value should 
be tealizer! from the workers and the balance of 50% should 
be subsidized from the Coal Mines Welfare Fund. 


A number of meetings of the Tripartite Commitee were 
held during the year ‘and a Sub-Committee was constituted. 
at a meeting of the Tripartite Committee held on 12 June 
969 under the Chairmanship of Shri 5. N. Pande, Coat 
Mince Welfare Commissioner, with Sn RK. .G. Deo, the 
Director General of Mines Safety, as Chairman, Sr, Rasiklal 
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Worah, ‘a representative of the employers and Sri R. N. 
Sharma, a representative of Labour, to study the various as 
pects of supplying uniforms to coalminers and lay down a 
phased programme for the supply of uniforms to different 
categories of workers with an order of priority for supply to 
the various categories. 


The Sub-Committee met on 17 September 1969 in the 
office of the Director General of Mines Safety when it was 
decided to seek the views of the central organizations of 
workers and employers regarding whether the following 
basis was acceptable for supply of uniforms to mine 
workers > — | 


(i) Face workers employed underground should get the 
first priority and they should be supplied with the 
uniforms forthwith; 


(ii) Orher workers employed underground and all 
workers employed in opencast workings should have 
the second priority; 


(ii) All workers employed above ground should have the 
third priority. 


44s ascertained from the records of the Director-General 
of Mines Safety (a) the face workers employed underground 
constituted 40%, (b) other workers employed underground 
and all workers cmployed in the opencast workings consti- 
tuted 32%, (c) all workers employed above pround consti- 
tuted 23% of the total workers employed in the Coal Mining 
Tndustry. 
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The matter was considered by the Joint Working Com- 
‘mittee and the Industry's views were communicated to the 
Director General of Mines Safery in a letter, No. 3/1014 
dated 9 October 1969, addressed by the Joint Working Com- 
mittee to the Director General of Mines Safety. It was stated 
in the letter that since the Industry had agreed to supply 
uniforms at concessional rates the position had. considerably 


Firstly, the letter pointed out, the Mazumdar Award 
was issued in the context of the Industry nor being in a posi- 
tion to pay a neer-based wage despite the fact that an in- 
-trease of Rs, 4/- per tonne in Bengal & Bihar was necessary 
to cover the cost of implementation of thar Award. 


Secondly, the wage structure had undergone a very subs- 
tantial upward revision by the Wage Board for the Coal In- 
dustry which accepted the norms evolved at the rsth Labour 
‘Conference and hacl included the cost of clothing as an cle- 
ment in the minimum wage for coal workers. 


Thirdly, uniforms were not and cannot he ¢onsidered to 
be in the category of “safety equipment” and must therefore 
be treated on an: entirely different basis. 


Fourthly, in view of the steadily deteriorating finance of 
coal companics as boric our by the Reserve Bank and other 
independent authorities. coupled by consumer resistance to 
increased prices as borne our by the attitude of the Ralyways 
in the recent prices negotiations and the refusal of steel plants 
to raise prices further, the Industry did not have the re 
‘sources to mect any liabilicy in this regard. 


a 
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Finally, if uniforms were to be provided the following: 
conditions must be fullfilled: 


(a) the workers must pay the full cost; 
(iy) the workers must be obliged to use the uniforms; 


(c) the uniforms should only be supplied on a written 
requisition from the workmen; 


(d) managements should not be burdened with any lia- 
bility for purchasing uniforms ond stocking them, 
thus trying up finance desperately needed for deve- 
lopment and improvement of safety measures cte, 


Alternatively, it was suggested that the Coal Mines Wel- 
fare Organization should make the necessary arrangements 
for the supply of uniforms either at cost or at subsidized 
rates, the subsidy to the workers being borne by the Fund. 


The. Joint Working Committee asked the Sub-Committee 
and also the main Tripartite Committee to consider the above 
views and make recommendations on the above lines if 
practical shape was to be given to the proposed scheme for 
the supply of uniforms t the mine workers. 


"The question of supply of uniforms and also of miners’ 
footwear was discussed at the tith Session of the Industrial 
Committee on coal mining held on 6 November 196g at New 
Delhi and the representatives of the industry. reiterated its 
Views communicated earlier to the effect thar it did not have 
the financial capacity to supply free of charge footwear and 
uniforms to miners within the scope of ite present price 
structure dictated by the Railways and other Government 
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consumers. Ir was further emphasized by the Industry that 
the recent negotiarion with the Railways had amply demons 
trated the impossibility of obtaining any relief on this or 
any other account. It was therefore urged chat until such 
time as the Industry was financially in a position to supply 
uniforms and boots free of charge, the question should be 
held in abeyance. 





D. Recovery or Proyipent Fuxn 
AT Fixep Frat Rares. 


The Central Government and the Board of Trustees of 
the Coal Mines Provident Fund had been considering for 
some time past the feasibility of substiniting the present ad- 
valorem rate of contribution to the Coal Mines Provident 
Fund by different fixed flar rates for different categories of 
workers. The outline of the scheme for recovery of Provi- 
dent Fund contritation ar fixed flat rates is as: follows: 


(i) All the members of the Fund should be «divided into 
a number of categories: 


{ij A member's: daily earnings (total emoluments) on 
‘the first: day of the year should be the basis for his 


(ii) Fixed flac mtew of Provident Fund contribution 
should be prescribed for each category on the basis 
of assumed weekly/monthly earnings determined by 
multiplying the daily eamings by six or thirty, as 
the case may be. 


(iv) Categorisation once made shall remain unchanged 
throughout the year and recategorisation would be 
permissibie-ar the beginning of cach year. 
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The €.M_P.F, Commissioner in his letter No, CPF/113/ 
Gr dated 4/5 April 1969 invited the views of the Federation 
on the above scheme, The Committee of the Federation daly 
considered’ the proposed scheme and found it totally um 
acceptable to the Industry in view of the gross inequity in- 
volved in the system and also on the following grounds:— 


(1) Division of workers into several categories on the 
basis of different slabs of carmnings for the purpose of Pro- 
vident Find ar fixed flat rates would confer. benefit on one 
group of workmen at the cost ef others, Categorization on 
the basis of slabs of carnings would therefore be strongly 
resented by those workmen whose carnings would be near 
the maximum of the slab, 


(2) The proposal to fix the basis of categorrzation on the 
members’ daily earnings on the first day of the year would 
be far from fair and equitable in view of the fact that the 
workers’ daily carnings are not uniform on all the days and 
months. As o. result, the interests of those workmen who 
failed to earn the maximum amount owing to some adverse 
circumstances and earned only a bare minimum an the day, 
would be senously prejudiced if this inequitious system is 
given. effect to. Morcover, if, owing to fortuitous circums- 
tances a workman carns the maximum on the first day of 
the year and his earnings are reduced duting the subsequent 
period of the year, the employer will have to make a higher 
contribution at the rate speciicd for a higher category -and 
thus. suffer a lose. Tt may further be poiriterl out that the 
earnings of many of the workmen members on the first day 
of the year may not at all be available on account of vari- 
ous factors beyond the contro! of the workmen, namely, a 
half day's work, leave, sickness, absence and, further, the 
weekly day of rest might also fall on the first day of the 
year, TE this system is implemented it is feared thar there 
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would be much dissatisfaction amongst the Wee EDs parti- 
cularly those who are at the highest level of earnings during 
the rest of the year would be deprived of shyly provident 
fund contribution and they would be compelled to lose 
the maximum benefit of the CMLPLF. 


(3) The proposal to fix a flat rate of provident fund 
contribution on the basis of assumed weekly or monthly 
erarnings would also result in gross inequity in view of the 
fact that the amount of monthly salary and weekly wages 
of workmen vary frequently as a result of increment or 
promotion and additional earnings for overtime work. In 
the case of piece-rated workers, the quantum of earnings or 
weekly or monthly earnings would also widely vary. Tt will 
therefore neither be fair and just nor equitable to fix flat 
rares of provident fund contribution on the basis of weekly 
or monthly carnings as suggested. 


(4) The proposal that categorization once made should 
remain unchanged throughout the year ts not equitable 
because the earnings of workmen, particularly of picce-rated 
workmen, widely vary, and it will be against all canons of 
justice and equity to fix the category on the basis of wages 
on the first day of the year which is calculated to give rise 
to a tendency amongst the workmen to carn more by extra 
effurts hefore categorization, subsequently slowing down their 
work with the result thar the employers would have to com- 
pensate the contributions throughout the year on the hasis 
of flat rates. once fixed on the firsr day of the year, 





The above proposal would saddle the colliery staff with 
quiditional work and much confusion and difficulty would 
arise aso result of categorization of workmen on a fictitious 





under Fi pS Mirae of the Wage Board. 


Tt is understood thar no decision has yet been taken on 
the proposed scheme, 


E. srrn Session of tite INpustatan Commitrree on Coun 


The sith Session of the Industrial Committee on Coal 
Mining was held on 6 November igi) in the Committee 
Room (1st floor), “C Wing", Shram Shakti Bhavan, New 
Delhi. Sri V. K. Poddar, Chairman, attended the Session 
as a delegate accompanicd by Sri H. N, Mookherjee, Vicc- 
(Chairman, as adviser, 


The following items on the agenda were discussed at the 
above Sessions 

(1) Action taken on the Main Conclusion of the roth 
Session of the Industrial Committee on Coal Mining 
held at Dhanbad on the 30th January 1967. 

(2) Further action on the recommendations of the Coal 
Wage Board relating to gratuity, houserent, leave, 

(3) Implementation of the recommendations of the Coal 
Wage Board. 


(4) Amendment. of Coal Mines Regulations, 1957, to 
provide for retirement age of managers, officials, etc. 


(5) Injury Leave, 
13 
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(6) Imposition of Electrical Supervisor and Surveyor by 
the Department of Mines (Directorate General Mines 


Safety). 
5) Supply of Uniforms and Footwear. 


(5) Coalfield Recruiting Organisation. 


The views of the Federation Sub-Committee on Labour 
Laws and Welfare on the various items on the agenda of the 
above Session and confirmed by the Committee are given 
below: 


litem No. 7: Action taken on the main’ conclusions/recom- 
mendations of the th Session of the Com- 
-mittee—Calcutta—Aupust 1964. 


(i) Quick implementation of water supply schemes. 


Although it was decided to set up 4 three-man com- 


the coalfield which should meet at least once every 3 months 
“for the purpose, no effecive steps appear to have been taken 
so fiir excepting the recommendation said to have been made 
at_a meeting of the Sub-Committee on 3.1.69 for expediting 
implementation of water supply schemes. The recommen- 
dations of the Sub-Committee have nor been made known to 
‘the industry. The Federation therefore considered that the 
matter should be vigorously followed up to avoid inordinate 
delay in implementing water supply schemes in the coal- 
field. 
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ii) Abolition of C.R.O. 


It had been made clear in the nore of the Labour 
Ministry that there was no discrimination at present between 
Gorakhpur labour and other Jabour im any matter. 


fii(e}: Abelition of contract labour; 


The report of the Court of Inquiry constituted by the 
Government in. August 1968 under the Chairmanship of 
Sri B. B. Banerjee had already been published in the Gazette 
under 8.0. 3875 dated 28.969 and the Contract Labour 
(Abolition and Regulation) Bill 196; was likely to be taken 
tip at the next session of Parliament which provided for the 
setting up of tripartite advisory Boards and the registration 
of establishments employing contract labour and gave power 
to the Central/State Governments to prohibit employment 
of contract labour in any establishment ¢tc, ete. 





Jiem No. 3: Compensation to workers dismissed 
modically wnfit: 


for being 


{tem No, g: Termination of services of workmen in the 
coal mines on medical grounds: 





The report of the Committee under the Chairmanship 
‘of the D.G.MLS. to provide rchabilitarion facilities to cit 
Sbled miners was beng awaited. 


tiem No, 5: Employment situation in Coal Mining -In- 
dustry: 


Employment Exchanges are already functioning in the 
coalfields of West Bengal, Bihar and Madbya Pradesh, 
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Tiem No. 6: Study of the implementation of the Bi partite 
Agreement and the Report of the Court of 
Inquiry on Abolition of Contract System it 
Coal Mince: 


As the Contract Labour (Abolition and Regulation) Bill, 
1967 was likely to be taken up in the next session of the 
Parliament, the recommendations of the Court of Inquiry 
regarding abolition of contract labour would. hardly receive 
any consideration of the Government. 


Item No, 7> Report of the Technical Committee on Miners’ 
Boots: 


ltem No, 8: Report of the Tripartite Committee on Miners” 
Boots : 


The cost of providing footwear had been assessed at 
31 P. per tonne. After decontrol of the Coal Industry it was 
hardly possible for coal producers to realize this extra 
amount in the form of higher pice from the consumers. 
The liabiliry of supplying footwear should be borne by the 
workmen whose average weckly cash earnings had increased 
from Rs. 15.00 in 1956 to Rs. 48.44 in September 1968. 


ltem No. g: Progress in payment of bonus under the 
Bonus Act: 


Most of the collieries in the organized sector were pay- 
ing bonus according to the Bonus Acr, 
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item No, 2: Further action on the recommendations of the. 
Coal Wage Board relating to gratuity, house 
rent, leave, attendance bonus, etc. 


(1) Gratuity: 


The Wage Board was unanimously of the opinion that 
the object of a gratuity scheme would be better and more 
effectively served if a separate fund was created from the 
proceeds of a cess from the consumers and the Fund should 

ack inistered by the Board of Trustees of the Coal Mines 
Provident Fund or a similar tripartite autonomous body. 
The Government’s decision was that the Board's recom- 
mendations regarding introduction of a gratuity scheme 
should be examined by the Government and a decision 
would be taken thereon in due course, The balance under 
the subheading, “Unclaimed Bonus" as on 31.7.65 was 
Rs.-1,53.517-43. The Provident Fund Act might be admencd- 
ed accordingly, 





(2) House Rent Allowance: 


The recommendation for the payment of house rent 
allowance was not unanimous. It should however be pointed 
out that the Coal Mining Wage Board in assessing the mini- 
Mum was of Rs. 144,82 calculated the cost as follows: 


Food ae .. Rs. 96.00 
Clothing =... a Es.) 4.56 
House rent - Rs. .92-50 





Rs. 28.96 
Rs. 144.82 
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Tt will thus be observed that the element of house rent was 
taken into consideration while fixing the minimum wage 
and as such the-scheme for extra house rent did not all 
stand td reason. 


Absenteeism is proverbial in the Coal Mining Industry 
gd the granting of further leave was not unanimously te- 
commended by the Wage Board, If it is accepted hy the 
Government it would only promote indolence and hamper 


(4) Attendance Bonus: 


As already stated, the existing condition of minimum 
attendance to qualify for bonus should be retained and) not 
dispensed with in view of the fact that it would take away 
the workmen's incentive to regular attendance and work and 
would encourage indolence and absenteeism. 


Item No, 3: Implementation of the Recommendations of 
the Coal Wage Beard: 


It was recommended by the Wage Board that the ex- 
penditure incurred ‘on account of Tuberculosis, cancer, lep- 
rosy and occupational diseases should be made from the 
general fund at the disposal of the Coal Mines Welfare Or- 
ganization and that paid leave facilities should also be appli- 
cattle to the workmen suffering from occupational diseases, 
The Coal Mines Labour Welfare Fund is to implement the 
recommendations accordingly. 
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em No. ¢: Amendment of Coal Mines Regulations, 1957 
to provide for retirement age of managers. 
officials, crc. 


The proposal was earlier considered by the Committee 
of the Federation when the draft of the proposed amend- 
ment was Circulated for comments by October 1968. The 
Committee earlier considered that the proposed amendment 
would deprive the Industry of the valuable seryices of experi- 
enced mine managers many of whom after the age of Go 
were found to be physically fit and mentally alert and that 
if the Government considered it expedient to enforce the 
regulation to ease the problem of unemployment, the Federa- 
tion considered why employees of all undertskings should nor 
be compelled to retire at the age of 60, 


Tiem No. 5: fnyury Leave: 


There is adequate provision for facilities of leave ete. 
under the Workmen's Compensation Act and there is hardly 
any justification for granting further leave in addition to what 
has been provided under the Workmen’s Compensation Act. 


Item No, 7: Suply of Uniforms and Footwear: 


As earlier decided by the Federation as well as the 
Joint Working Committee on the basis of which a repre 
‘entation had already beed made to the D.G.MS, to the effect 
that the. Coal Mines Labour Welfare Organization should 
make necessary artangements for the supply of uniforms: at 
coat price or at subsidized rates, the subsidy should be borne 
by the Fund, 


| 2: ) 
Item No.8: Coalfield Recrmting Orgentsahon: 


As already stated no discrimination was being made 
between the C.R.O. labour and other labour recruited locally. 


A summary note on the discussions held at the above 
session is given below: 


i. Gratuity: 


This was supported by the Industry on the clear conde 
tion that it would be made applicable as per Wage Boar 
recommendations, which meant by levy of a cess on con- 
‘gumers ahd would be disbursed through the Coal Mines 
Welfare Fund. 





x, VDA: 


ft was pointed out and appreciated by the Government, 
that the majority of the companies. had started paying 
Rs. 1.29 in West Bengal and others were on the point of 
doing 80. The whole discussion centred round the collieries 
in Bihar, specially belonging to such groups as Birds, 
Tumers, Chanchani-Worah, who had implemented this 
recommendation in Bengal but not in Bihar. There was a 
lieated discussion and the Minister wanted a defmite com- 
mitment from the Industry thar the Bihar collieries would 
pay. The Government turned a deaf ear to the Industry's 
plea’ of practical difficulties in price increase of coking coal 
hy stating that prices were none of their concern, The 
Industry assured them of its intention to pay to the labour 
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and undertook ro urge the members to make increased pay- 
ment, but, naturally, could not definitely commit itself. The 
Minister stated that he would not he responsible for any 
violence or strikes that might take place since the Industry 
was not: heeding the Government's appeal. 


The Minister however did mot state that the strikes 
would be considered legal, though the labour representa- 
tives did say that in such event the strikes should be treated 
-as ‘legal’. 


3. Abolition of C.R.O.: 


As regards Gorakhpur Labour Organization, there. waa 
already a decision taken to abolish it as far back as 1963 
and was subsequently reconfirmed in August 1964 in the In- 
‘dustrial Committee meeting. In the Indian Labour Confer- 
ence held in February 1967, Sri Hathi made a categorical 
statement that it would be abolished before the end of 1963. 
The Industry was therefore not in a position to oppose it. 


The Minister however did not commit to abolish ir, but 
stated that he would let the labour representatives know the 
decision in 2/3 days since the U. P. Government had to be 
consulted, who had been opposing abolition on the ground of 
unemployment of labour. | 


4. Mine Managers’ Retirement: 


On. this: point, there was not much discussion since the 
representatives of mine managers themselves: stated that if 
the gratuity scheme was made applicable to the managers, 
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they were not keen to continue after the age of 60. The 
Minister confirmed that the gratuity would be made appli- 
cable in. their case also, 


5. The Industry pointed out that some of the Wage 
Board” aero Ie for relief on leprosy, tuberculosis, 
silicosis, ete. had not been implemented till now by the 
Government itself, even though the Coal Mines Welfare Or- 
ganization had sent the papers to the Government, Sri Naik 
pointed ont that if these were implemented the expenses of 
Coal Mines. Welfare Organization would go up by Rs. af lace 
per year, The representatives of the Industry stated in reply 
that when it came to implementation by the Government 
they talked of financial difficulties bur they were not pre- 
pared to consider the Industry's fmancial difficulties, Sri 
Bhagwre: Jha Azad gave a lame reply saying that the Govern- 
ments money was public money whereas the private colli- 
erics were making huge profits and were nor fulfilling their 
obligations to labour, 


6 AlNendance Bonus: 


Lahour made a strong plea for abolition of this bonus 
Stating that there was no rationale behind this and it also 
did not exist in any other industry except coal. Sri Hathi 
stated that though the Wage Board had recommended 
abolition of attendance bonus, he had not agreed because 
‘absentecism would go up and attendance would act as an 
incentive, He sal that he had now been told that absentee 
ism had gone down and therefore he felt inclined to believe 
differently. The representatives. of the Industry pointed our 
thar according to their own figures, absentecism had gone up 
from 12 and odd per cent to 13 and odd per cent. The 
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Industry strongly opposed: the abolition of attendance bonus. 
The Press Reports that the Committee took the decision to 
abolish was therefore absolutely incorrect. 


The statement of Sri K. P. Ghosh, West Bengal Labour 
Minister, was not at all correct. He did not speak a single 
word at the meeting and it was established beyond doubt 
that as far as West Bengal was concerned, there was no com- 
plaint of non-implementation, It was borne out even by the 
‘statemen of Sri Deven Sen. In fact, towards the end of the 
meeting the Industry commented on Sri: Hathi's opening 
remarks and asked him what he wished to do about the law 
and order situation, He stated that he called Sri K. P. 
Ghosh, particularly, for this but considering the unco-opera- 
tive attitude of the employers on V.D.A, payment, be could 
tiot say anything to the State Government or the labour, 
Sri V. K. Poddar asked him ‘pecifically whether he was 
really convinced himself thar all the trouble was duc to non- 
implementation, to which he replied that it was mostly due 
to nonimplementation. The Industry, af course, did not 


fr was felr thar the attirude of hoth the Government 
and the labour had been not very cooperative ar all and 
‘in fact they were unfair in siding with labour even when it 
Was nor necessary. 


The main conclusions of the sith session of the In- 
dustrial Commitee on Coal Mining held on 6 November 
ng6g, at New Delhi, are given below: 
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“Conctusions Rererxen To: 


Hem 1: Action taken on- the Main Conclusions of the roth 
Session of the Industrial Commitiee on Coal Munng. 
held at Dhanbad on the 3oth January, ro6>. 


_ The Statement of Action taken was noted subject to the 
following : — 


(a) It was urged by the workers’ representatives that the 
problem of water supply should be tackled in an expeditious 


manner; 


(b) It was noted thar the progress in regard to housing of 
workers was very slow. The percentage of workers housed 
was quite low even in the case of some of the best companics 
Where availability of land did not create any problem: 


(c) The Chairman urged that at feast bigger: collieries 
should revise their Standing Orders on the basis of Model 
Standing Orders within three months: 


(d} It was pomted out «that very few cases of milafide 
smissal on medical grounds were reported to Government. 
As regards hennfide termination on medical grounds, compen- 
sation should be paid tw workers concerned. Introduction of 
a scheme of gratuity which in principle was accepted, would 
be a good solution to the problem; 





(e) Tt was stated thar Contract Labour (Abolition & Regu- 
Jation) Bill wae before Parliament and was likely to be taken 
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up in the next session, The Special situations brought out: 
by the Court of Inquiry and which could not be covered by 
the Bill may have to be covered through special Jegislation. 


ftemt 2: Further action on the recommendations of the Coal 
Wage Board relating to gratutty, house-rent, leave, 
atiendance bonus, ete. 


The Chairman announced that the Government of India. 
had accepted, in principle, the need for a gratuity scheme for 
Coal Mines workers anil that the details of the scheme would 
be finalised shortly, 


The Chairman stated that the existing condition regard- 
ing minimum attendance qualification for payment af atten- 
dance bonus needed to be reconsidered with a view to this 
requirement heing dispensed with. 


item 3: Implementation of the recommendations of the 
Coal Wage Board. 


The Chairman stated that there was no justification for 
the employers to withhold payment of variable dearness allow- 
‘ance at the rates recommended by the Wage Board. He 
‘hoped that all employers would pay variable dearness allow- 
ance of Rs, 129 from October, 1969, 


As regards the grant of special long leave with pay to 
workers suffering from T\B., cancer, etc. the Chairman ex: 
plained thar it would not be possible for the Coal Mines 
‘Labour Welfare Fund to pay the leave salary. The payment 
of leave salary is a matter for the employers. 
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diem 4: Amendment of Coal Mines Regulations, 1937 te 
provide for retirement age of managers, officials 
ele, 


This item was postponed. 


diem 5: Injury Loave, 


No conclusion was arrived at. The employers were 
opposed 10 this on the ground that the industry has no finan- 
cial capacity to bear this additional burden, 


Jiem G: Impostion of Electrical Supervisor and Surveyor 
by the Department of Mines (Directorate General 
Mines: Safety). 


The employers suggested thar there should be a joint 
Supervisor and Surycyor for a number of stnall mines. The 
workers did mot agree to this suggestion. It was agreed that 
the D.G.M.S. will examine the matter further. 


tiem 7: Supply of Uniforms and Footwear, 


It was emphasieed that employers should be prepared cw 
supply: sags as this was a starutory obligation, Should there 
iculty in precuring supplies, attempts would be 

made to seat the employers to obtain thom.. Where workers 
were unwilling m use them, trade unions would use their 


good offices to persuade them to do so, 
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diem 8: Coalfield Recruiting Organisation, 


The employers stated that they had no piste to the 
abolition of the Coalfield Recruiting Organis 
field Recruiting Organisation is an Sin ponent Otguntaatinii} 
The Chairman then announced that the Government of 
India had decided to withdraw from this whole recruiting 
activity of Gorakhpur Labour. 





F. Comacrizx To co mo tim Proauesss 
or Drsastep Miners 


The Government of Inia, Ministry of Labour, Employ- 
ment & Rehabilitation set up a Committee carly in 1968: to 
go into the problems of disabled miners under the Chairman: 
ship of Director Generil of Mines Safery, Dhanbad. The 
terms of reference of the Committee are as follows :— 


(1) to examine the extent of benefirs ar present available 
19 mine workers declared medically unfit under the 
Regulations. or otherwise, or disabled by accidents, or 
by pneumoconiosis as defined for purposes of the 
Workinen’s Compensation Act, and to recommend 
what further benefits could be given: 


(2) to examine in all its aspects, the question of rehabi- 
liration/re<mployment, of such persons and particu- 
Jarly to consider and make recomendations jn this 
regard for— 


(3) the serting up of one or mote production-cum-ttain- 
ing: institutes for disabled persons producing such 
equipment and materials ss could be absorbed by the 
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mining industry assessing the requirements of the in- 
dastry for such produce; 


(i) the setting up of such industries as may absorb the 
persone trained in the production-cum-training ims- 
titutes : 


(i) to suggest arrangements for the imparting of ade- 
quate traming to the doctors for purposes of diagno- 
sis of *pneumoconiosis as defined for purposes of the 
Workmen's Compensation Act: and 


(4) to consider how managers and mine officials not at 
present covered by the Workmen's Contpensation Act. 
oF any insurance Scheme could be compensated in 
case of accident and to make suitable recommenda- 
tions. therefore. 


* (“Pneumoconiosis’ means silicosis or coal miners Pneumo- 
coniosis or abestosis or bagassosis or any of those diseases 


accompanied by pulmonary tuberculosis). 


The Committee of the Federation noted with concern the pro- 
posal for payment of compensation in case of accidents to 
the managers ‘and mine officials and also for payment of pro- 
portionate compensation to them for partial and permancnt 
disability. The Committee failed to understand how the 
above body described as “The Committer to go into the pro 
blems of disabled miners” could consider matters with regard 
ta payment of compensation to managers and mine officials 
in case of accidents causing partial and permanent disablity. 
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In the first meeting of the above two Sub-Committes were 
formed. Shri 5. KE. Agarwalla, Jr. Vice-Chairman of the 
1C.O.A. and Shri S, NN. Mullick, represents the J.W-C. on the 
first and second SubCommittes respectively, The first Sub- 
Committee is to consider items 1 and 4 of the terms of re- 
ference of the main Committee, The first Sub-Committee: 
mecting was held on 29.4.68 at which the following members 
were present:— 


(1) Mr. V, C, Varma, Convenor. 
(2) A Representative of the Coal Mines Welfare Organi- 


(3) Shri Sunil Sen of Colliery Mazdoor Sabha. 


tition of 





(4) Mr. T. C. Anand of the National 
Colliery Managers, 


(5) Mr, A. V. Brahma of Indian Mine Managers Asso- 
ciation. 


(6) Shri S. K. Agarwalla. 


In the meeting it was decided as under:— 


{t) The present benefit available to mine workers de- 
clared medically unfit or disabled by accidents or by occupa- 
tional disease is. sufficient, 


Mr. Sunil Sen did not agree to the above, 


(2) With regard to the workers who were declared medi- 
cally unfit for narural diseases such as cancer, T.B. etc., the 
labour Tepresentative insisted that if the: ¢ervices of such: 


14 
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workers were terminated, they would get retrenchment bene- 
fitto which Shri Agarwalla did not agree. 


Tt was ultimarely decided that compensation, if any, 
would be paid by the Coal Mines Welfare Organization on 
the merit of each case, Shri Agarwalla vehemently. opposed 
the decision on the ground that the collieries were not in a 
position to pay amy compensation in such cases, 


(3) With regard to item = i.e. compensatiun in case of 
accidents of managers and mine officials, Shri Agaurwalla did 
nor commit anything cmd he had asked for a week's time to 
submit the views of J.W-C. on the subject. The members of 
both the Mine Managers Associations had suggestert th: 
following compensation in case of death of mine officials 
owing to accidents which was also supported by the labour 
representative: — 


(a) Officials above the rank of Agent ... Rs. t,00,000/- 


(d) Second Class Managers Bs 5,000/- 


to Rs. 50,000/- 
according to the 
MTOTITY, 


Pekides the above compensation, Mine Managers’ Asso 
ciation» had also asked proportionate compensation in respect 
of partial and permanent disability. 
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The matter was referred to the J.W.C. which strongly 
felt that asa matter of principle, the Industry’s representa- 
tive on the Committee should refuse to discuss this question 
since it would be tantamount to discussing the terms of 
service of managerial staf together with labour and junior 
ata, The J/\W.C. further considered that the stand should 
be taken by the Industry's representatives irrespective of the 
fact that individual companies had already covered their 
managers and senior staff through Personal Accident Insur- 
ance polici¢s. which, im many cases; provided better cover 
than the rates of compensation suggested by the representa: 
tives of the Association of Mince Managers. The J.W.C. was 
strongly of the view thar with regard to disabled miners, any 
attempt to extend the defmition should be resisted. What 
was generally understood throughout the world hy “disabled 
miners” was miners whose disablement was caused by acci- 
dents or by Pneumoconeosis, etc. The rerm “disablement” 
should not, therefore, cover persons suffering [rom tubercu- 
losis, cancer or other diseases which were common to. man- 
kind and were not connected with a person’s work and were 
primarily the responsibility of the State or of the Coal Mines 
Welfare Organization but certainly not of collieries, 


V. MISCELLANEOUS 


The following applicants were enlisted as members of the 
Indian Mining Federation during the period covered by this. 
Report and up to the time of writing the Report subject to 
confirmation at the Annual General Meeting in terms of 
Arncle g of the Articles of Association of the Federation 
bringing the total membership of the Federation to 2075 — 


6, 
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M/s. Eses & Co,, 
Mohanpur Colliery, 
P.O. Kharkharee (Dhanbad). 


M/s. New Katras Coal Co. 
New Katras Colliery, 
P.O. Katrasgarh (Dhanbad), 


M/s. Selected Govindpur Coal Concern. 
Selected Govindpur Colliery, 


P.O. Katrasgarh (Dhanbad). 


M/s, Mustafec & Co., 
Khas Katras Collicry, 
P.O. Katras Bazar (Dhanbazl), 


M/s. Eastern Mining Syndicate, 
Domnara Colliery, 

North Alambazari Road, 
Nogpur-t- 


M/s. Banerjee Trading Co. (PF) Led. 


Kasta Bengal Colliery, 
P.O, Barakar (Burdwan), 


M/s. Selected Dalurhand Coal Co. (P) Lrd. 
Selected Samla Colliery, 
P.O. Pandaveswar (Burdwan), 


M/s, Jealgora Gobindpur Coal Trading Co. 
Jealgora Gobindpur Colliery, 
Post Box No. 3, 


9: 


70, 


1. 


a3. 


14: 


as. 
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M/s. Industria! Supplies ‘P’ Led. 
(Kutchi) Balihari Colliery, 

F-z, Gillander House, 

8, Netaji Subhas: Road, 
Calcurta-r. 


M/s. New Standard Coal Co, ‘P’ Ltd., 
Lodna & Suratand Colliery, 

27 Palace Court, 

hi Kyd oirect, 

Calcurta-16, 


M/s. South Goluckdih Coal Co., 
South Goluckdih Colliery, 

105, Park Street, 

Calcutta, 


M/s, Pure Joyramdih Colliery Co., 


Pure Joyramdih. Colliery, 
ios, Park Street, 
Calcutta. 


M/s. Searsole Mining Industries "P’ Lid., 
North Searsole Colliery, 
P.O. Searsole Rajbari (Burdwan). 


M/s, North Dhemo Coal Co, Ltd. 
Burra Dhemo Colliery, 
P.O. Sitarampur (Burdwan), 


M/s, Khas Joyrampur Colliery Co, Ltd. 
Khas Joyrampur Colliery, 

18, Netaji Subhas Road, 

Calcurtta-1. 


18. 


19. 


=]. 
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M/s, Bharat Mining Corporation Ld., 
Babisole Colliery, 

gt, Stephen Howse (sth Floar), 
Calcutta-t. 


M/s. United Karanpura Collieries “P" Lid,, 
Chiari Colliery, 

gt, Stephen Howse (5th Floor), 

Dalhousie Square East, 

Calcutta 1. 


M/s. J. K. Gorai & Co. 
Sree Lakhimata 
P.O, Chirkunda (Dhanbad), 


The Amalgamated Coalfields Ltd., 
Datla West Colliery, 
18 Rabindra Sarani, 


The Amalgamated Coalfields Lrd. 
Exlehra Colliery, 

18, Rahindra Sarani, 

Calcutta-r. 


The Amalgamated Couilfields Lrd., 
Bhamori Colliery, 

Poddar Court, 

18, Rabindra Sarani, 

Calcutta-1, 
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23, The Amalgamated Coalhelds Ltd., 
Rawanwara Colliery, 
Poddar Court, | 
iS, Rabindra Sarani, 
Calcutta-1. 


23. The Jamai Majri Coal Co, Ltd. 
Sukri Mine, 
Poddar Court, 
18, Rabindra Sarani, 
‘Calcutta. 





Ixptax Mintnc Feneration Braxca E2 
JuaRia. 


Sri Dinendranath Dash continued to be the Honorary 
secretary Of the Jharia Branch Executive for the year 1969. 
A report on the activities of the Branch, as received from Sri 
Dash, 1 given below: 


The Jharia Branch suffered an irreparable loss during thé 
year by the death of its President, Sri M_. Sengupta, who 
passed away suddenly in March. Sri Dinendranath Dash 
continued to be the Honorary Secretary of the Branch Exe- 
cutive for the year, 


During the year the Jharia Branch Executive held two 
Emergency and one Ordinary meetings and it extended an 
invitations to all member collieries in the Bihar field to place 
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their grievances before it with a view to taking them up with 
the authorities concerned. The main among those grievances 
were occasional failure of powers supplied by the Bihar State 
Electricity Board, erratic wagon supply, difficulties of treat- 
ment ity Central and Regional Hospitals and other important 
subjects. These were discussed and necessary action taken. 


The officials of the Branch maintained a close contmcts 
with the authorities, apprising them of the various problems 
of the Coal Industry and offering sugpestions for their solu- 
thon. 


The monthly rent collection from the Pilot Employ. 
ment Exchange was satisfactory throughout the year. 


LM.F, Rastcany Branca Executive 
& Ranicasy Coatrtecp Commarrer. 


Sri N. B. Lall Singha and Sri D, D. Mondal continued 
to hold the office of the President and Hony, Secretary res 
pectively of the LM.F. Raniganj Branch Executive and Rani 
gan) Coalfield Committee during the year wader report. 


A short review of the activities of the LMF. Ratiganj 
Branch Executive and Raniganj Coalfield Committee during 
the year 1969, as received from Si N. B, Lall Singha, is 
given below: 


The members of both the Branch Executive and Coal- 
field Committee took a keen interest in. the activities’ of the 
Branch Executive and Coalfield Committee: In all 8 Ordi- 
nary Joint meetings were held in the year under report. 
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Attendance of the members were very satisfactory, This 
‘Branch kept in close:touch with the collieries in this part of 
the coalficld and rendered useful services and guidance to 
the member collieries. 


The year under report was a year of gherats, clashes 
among workers due to inter-party rivalries, dacoities in the 
coalheld areas. Efforts to stop violent clashes in the collieries 
in the AsansolRaniganj belt by setting up a United Front 
‘Committee comprising several constituent partics of the U.F. 
have come to naught. Tt is felr that the implementation of 
the Trade Union Bill, under which the management will have 
to recognize the most representative union selected by secret 
ballor, would put to an end the inter-party clashes over the 
control of the unions in the collieries. 


in the year under report this Committee in ity differen 
mectings discussed the following among other important 
matters and took appropriate action :— 


t Law and Order struation in the coalfield. 
2. Theft of coal from loaded ‘wagons. 


3- Implementation of the Wage Board recommenda. 
tions. | 


4. The phenomenal increase in the rate of cesses and 
taxes in West Bengal. This matter was represented 
to the Hon'ble Minister Sri Sushil Kumar Dhara 
When he visited this coalfield, 


S$ The draft Coal Mines (Amendment) Regulations, 
i969. This Committee submitted to the Federarion 
elaborate comments on the subject. 
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6. Acquisition of coal-bearing land in the Raniganj 
field by the National Coal Development Corporation 
Lid., under the Coal Bearing Areas (Acquisition and 
Development) Act, 1957- 


The President submitted various notes in regard to | 
Royalty and other matters co the Chairman of the Federa 
tion in the year under review, 


C.. RESOLUTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION (OF THE 
(Commerrree of THE Fenrrarion or Inmlax CHamnras 
or CoMMERcE AND IxnusTry At Irs 43up AnNuAL 
Session at New Detun. 


In accordance with the decision of the Committee the 
following Draft Resolutions on: 


(1) Talk of nationalization of collieries and 


(2) Vielence and. lawlessness in West Bengal Coalfields 
have been sent to the Federation of Indian Chambers of Com- 
merce & Industry (for consideration of Resolution Sub-Com- 
mittee and for inclusion in the agenda of the shove session 
of the Federation), 


No. 1: Tate or Nationatrzarion of Corigsies - 


The Committee of the Federation expresses its great con- 
cern at the talk of nationalization of coking coal as well az 
of selected collieries: producing non-coking coal during the 
recent debates in Parliament. In the context of the pivoral 
role assigned to the private sector collieries in achieving in- 
creased production of coal that would be required by the coun- 
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try at the end of the Fourth and subsequent Plan periods. 
the bogey of nationalization of Coal Industry will un- 

doubtedly shake the entire structure of the private sector 
Coal Industry and destroy the basis of producion of coal 1a. 
be required in the coming years. In view of the fact that in- 
creased coal production can be achieved only under am. as- 
sured atmosphere, the private sector cannot he expected to 
go uhead with its plans for furure expansion and make huge 
investment if the threat of nationalization constantly hangs 
over its head like the ‘Sword of Damocles’, The Federation, 
therefore, urges that a categorical policy decision should be 
announced by the Government to allay and remove the mis- 
understanding and apprehension caused in the Coal Indus- 
try by the recent statement made at the Lok Sabha, 


No. 2: VioLENcE AND LAWLESSNESS In West Brncat 


The Committee Gf the Federation views with serious con- 
cern the spate of lawlessness, indiscipline, gheraos and vio- 
lence particularly in the West Bengal coalfield primarily as 
a result of rivalry between unions owing allegiance to differ- 
ent political parties and often engineered to achieve political 
ends by rival unions and interested parties. The whole coal- 
belt of West Bengal has been seriously affected and coal pro- 
duction has also considerably hampered. It haz been assessed 
thar strikes and gheraos in West Bengal are costing the nation 
on an average at least Rs. + crore daily in lost ourpur. Many 
business houses are reported to Irave already shifted their 
registered offices from Calcutta, Inter-mion rivalry and 
clashes in West Bengal cealfields had disrupted the peaceful 
atmosphere of the area and colliery managers and supervisory 
staff have been living in.a regular reign of terror. The Com 
mittee of the Federation therefore urges that strong and effec- 
tive remedial measures should be taken to put-a stop to the 
present alarming drift. 
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D. Baws or Betas Listren—Moratoatn 


Fhe Bank ‘of Bebar Lrd., being one of the oldest sche- 
‘duled banks mainly operating tn the Jharia epal-belt, having 
heen established §$ years ago and having 25 branches in 
Bihar, 3 in Utrar Pradesh and one in West Bengal, most of 
the small and medium-sized collieries in Jharia coal-belr had 
beet: transacting the major par of their business through 
their accounts with the Bank. Many of such collieries had 
alto arrangement with the Bank in the form of financial 
accommidiation having a duly sanctioned limit of credit faci- 
fities against billk and other securities. As a result of a 
sudden dectaration of a moratorium under a Government 
Notification No, F. 17(10}-BC/ 69 dated & August 196) pub- 
Vished under 5.0. No. 3319 in the Gazette of India (Part TI, 
Sec, g-—subsection (ii) dated 23 August 1969 on the Bank 
of Behar, those collienies which hail longstanding aceounts 
with the Bank and enjoying credir facilities within a specified 
limit were hard hit and it became extremely difhcult for many 
of them to make weekly payment of wages to their workmen 
mor to speak of meeting other financial obligations. Ir was 
not possible for such collieries to make an iminiediate arrange- 
ment for fmancial accommodation with any other bank, as 
‘Tt usually takes a long time, particularly for a new customer, 
to make such credit arrangement with a mew bank. As a 
result of freezing of their accounts and the locking up of their 
finances, member collieries of the Federation, who had ac- 
comnts with the Bonk of Behar, suffered an almost complete 
financial paralysis. A representation was made by the Fede- 
ration to Sri P. C. Sethi, the Hon'ble Minister of State for 
Finance, in its letter No. 1212 dated 1g Angust 1969 empha- 
sizing the need for making some alternative arrangement for 
financial accommodation so that the managements of such 
collicries might nor be compelled to close down their collieries, 


Sri P. C. Sethi was pleased to make a reassuring State- 
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ment in the Rajya Sibha on 14 August 1969 to the following 
efiect: | 


“Regarding colliery owners having accounts in the Bank 

of Behar, Mr. Sethi said that they could approach ‘the 
State Bank which would. within the framework of rules 
try to accommodate them for purposes of payment of 
salarics to the workers,” 


In the light of the above statement a number of collieries 
and a few representatives of the Federation approached the 
State Bank of India to extend financial accommodation 
which were hitherto being allowed by the Bank of Behar 
within the framework of its rules. But as the State Bank of 
India had not received any specific instructions from the 
Government, ic could not help the collieries in any way. The 
Federation therefore sent the following express telegram. to. 
Sri Sethi requesting him to kindly make immediate arrange- 
ments for the issue of necessary directive to the State Bank 
of India in accordance with his statement made in the Rajya 
Sabha on 14 August 1969: 


“MANY COLLIERIES IN JHARIA COALFIELD 
HAVING FINANCIAL ACCOMMODATION AGA- 
INST BILLS AND OTHER SECURITIES WITH 
BANK OF BEHAR ARE FACING EXTREME HARD- 
SHIP FOR FREEZING OF ACCOUNTS AND CONSE- 
QUENT INABILITY TO MAKE LABOUR PAY- 
MENT AND MEET FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS 
STOP INSPITE OF YOUR REASSURING STATE- 
MENT IN RAJYA SABHA ON FOURTEENTH 
AUGUST THAT SUCH COLLIERIES SHOULD AP- 
PROACH STATE BANK WHICH WOULD ACCOM- 
MODATE THEM WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF 
RULES STATE BANK CALCUTTA HAVING RE 
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CEIVED NO SUCH DIRECTIVE HAS REGRETTED 
INABILITY TO DO ANYTHING STOP KINDLY 
ARRANGE FOR ISSUING NECESSARY DIREC 
TIVE TO STATE BANK CALCUTTA ACCORDING 
TO YOUR STATEMENT"™ 





Subsequently, on 18 August i969, a delegation of the 
Federation's representatives, cottsisting of Sri H. N, 
Mookherjee, Vice-Chairman, Sri M. C. Parekh. Sri B, M. 
Varma and the Secretary Sri M. Das, met Sri S. K. 
i ree, Joint Chief Officer, Department of Banking 
Operation & Development. Reserve Bank of India, Calcutta 
to urge the need for immediate steps being taken to give 
interim relicf to the extreme hardship being experienced by 
a large numiber of collicries having accounts and financial 
arrangement with the Bank of Behar Lied. In pursuance of 
the advice received from Sri Mukherjee, Mr. Mongia of State 
Bank of India, Calcutta Brinch and Mr, A. M. Mariappany, 
Staff Officer, State’ Bank of India, Pama were contacted and 
a telegram was also sent to Mr. Mariappan for expediting 
Interim financial jirrangements by the State Bank of India. 
Thanks to the efforts made by the Federation, the State Bank 
of India allowed withdrawal of so% of the deposits of the 
collieries if they were to be used for making payment of 
wages to workers. 





Further, following up Sri S, K. Mukherjec’s suggestion, 
the Federation advised member-<ollicries, having their regis 
tered office in Calcurra and ‘having financial arrangements 
with the Bank of Behar Led. and experiencing difficulties 
owing to the freezing of their accounts, to approach the local 
head. office of the State Bank of India for necessary credit 
facilities. ‘Those member-colliecries having registered offices 
m the State of Bihar were advised to approach the Staff 
Officer, Stare Bank of India, Patna for the purpose. 
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Although the period of moratorium was extended till 9 
November 1969; the Bank of Behar Ltd, was merged with the 
state Bank of India on 6 November 1969 and the constituents 
are therefore not experiencing amy difficulty in continuing 
normal business with the State Bank of India. 





E. Levy or Roratty oy MrNepars Constep win 
two THe LeaskHwoun AREAS ror CommimnciaL Purposes. 


It may be recalled that at the 15th meeting of the Mine- 
ral Advisory Board held at Ootucamund on the 24th and 25th 
September 1968 on the suggestion made by the Assam Gov- 
ernment it was agreed in principle that royalry should be 
leviable on quantities of minerals consumed within the lease- 
hold areas for commercial purposes and thar the Central 
Government should amend the Mines and Minerals. (Regu- 
lation & Development) Act, 1957 accordingly. The Federa- 
tion received a lerter No. 1({25)/68-MIL dated 3. December 
1968 from Sn A. Sethumadhavan, Under Secretary to the 
Government of Indix, Ministry of Steel, Mines and Metals: 
(Department of Mines & Metals), in which he requested the 
Association /Federation to send their concrete suggestions. on 
the proposal to levy royalty on quantities of minerals thar 
are consumed within the Jleaselioll areas for commercial 


purposes. 


The Committee of the Federation considered the above 
suggestion and pointed out that under the proviso contined 
in section o(1) of the Mines and Minerals (Regulation -& 
Development) Act, 1957, royalty was pavable only on the 
quantity of mineral removed from the leaschold aren and not 
em mineral consumed within the leasehold area,.the entire 
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quantity of which was for collieries own consumption and 
for supply af free fuel to the colliery workmen as enjoined 
under the various Tribunal Awards, The proposed amend- 
ment would therefore give rise to many problems as a: result 
of conflicting interpretations of the expression “commercial 
purposes”. The Conmmirtee further pointed out thar coal or 
any other commodity when used for commercial purposes. 
would invariably attract the payment of the State Sales Tax 
“ct. But no sales tax was payable either on coal used for 
- Sollieries’ own consumption i.e, boiler consumption, which 
was essential for the running of collicries, and for coal sup- 
plied as free fuel to the workmen. 


Ir-was further pointed ont thar the expression “commer- 
cial purpose” as defined in the Chambers’ Twentieth Cenrary 
Dictionary was.one which was essentially mercanrile and as 
further claborated in The Universal Dictionary of the 
English Language, edited by Henry Cecil Wyld (Sixth Im- 
Pression, 1946), was one connected with ‘commerce’ which 
had again been defined as ‘indicating buying and selling’, 
‘trade’, “traffic”, etc. In other words. a commercial transaction 
was one the motive of which was to make profit, Since coal 
consumed within the leasehold area way not generally used for 
a commercial purpose the proposed amendment would serve 
no uteful purpose. 


‘The Joint Working Committe, in its letter No_ 36-B/ so 
dated 25 January 1969, made a representation to the Ministr 
Of Steel, Mines and Metals (Department of Mines & Metals), 
New Dethi, on the lines of the fligeestion made by the Fede- 
ration strongly recommending that the existing rule should 
be maintained. 
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This subject came up for discussion at the 14th meeting 
<f the Mineral Advisory Board held at New Delhi on 2g and 
30 September 1969. In the note circulated by the Ministry 
at the meeting on the definition of ‘commercial purposes’ for 
charging royalty on minerals consumed within the leasehold 
area, it was stated that for coal used for boiler consumption. 
10 generate steam to operate machinery required for mining 
purposes such a4 steam winders, electrical generating plant, 
ere royalty should also be charged and the explanation given. 
in the note was thar such consumed coal should also come 
within the purview of the definition of ‘commercial purposes’. 
As no conclusive decision on the question was taken at the 
meeting, Sri V. K. Poddar, Chairman, wrote a D.O, letter to 
Sri Jagannath Rao, Minister of State for Mines & Metals, 
Government of India, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi, pointing 
out ip particular that apart from the question of the legaliry 
of imposing royalty on coal used for boiler consumption, this 
retrogressive proposal would lead to various complications and 
constant bickerings between the management of the collieries. 
and the State Government Authorities in view of the. fact 
that it was not possible to accurately assess of the quantum 
of coal used in the boilers of collieries within the leasehold 
areas. It was further pointed out in’ the D.O. letter thar 
rejected coals were mostly used for boiler consumption in 
collieries and whatever the royalty that was charged on such 
coals would impose an additional burden on collieries and 
inflate the cost of production. It was also mentioned that 
royalty was being charged from time immemorial on the 
F.O.R. price of coal and for more than joo years ao royalty, 
was ever charged on coal used in boiler to operate machinery. 

The matter is still wnder the consideration of the 


Government. 


F. Tecex Factuntes tx Daannan ann Asansor AREAS, 


The lack of telex facilities in the Bengal-Bihar cpalfields, 
which are an integral part of the industrial -helt strenching 


‘S 
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irom Bokaro in Bihar to Durgapur in Bengal, is a great 
handicap to all industries in the orca. 


In the Asansol field about 20 million tonnes of coal are 
raised from 134 mines. Besides, there are two steel plants 
and a number of other industries In the private and public 
sectors, According to my Committee's assessment at lease 
3o/so undertakings in the Asansol area would be interested 
in installing telex equipment. 


The output of coal in the Dhanbad area t about 28 
million: tonnes including metallurgical coal which is pro- 
diced nowhere clee in the counery, Besides the coal mines 
which number over 250, many other industries are located 
in the area, such a9, the Sindri Fertilizers, coal washerics in 
the public and private sectors, the National Coal Develop- 
ment Corporation's projects and others: If telex equipment. 
is mide available jn this area, there would be a demand for 
sat least 50. 


The Federation therefore made a representation, in it 
letror No. 96/345 dated 7 March 1969, to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, Ministry of Information and Broad- 
Sine and Communications, strongly urging that telex 
facilities be. made available at the cba possible date 10 
collieries and other industries in the Bokaro Durgam 
which is one of the most important industrinl regions in the 
entire country, 








Subsequently, on the advice received from the above 
Ministry, a similar representation was made to the Direc. 
torte Gerieral, Posts & Telegraphs, New Delhi, in reply to 
which a letter, No. 142-7/69-TPL dated 7 May 1969, was 
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received from Sri B, M, Khanna, Asstt, Chief Engineer (TL) 
of Posts and Telegraphs, to the effect. that the need for 
opening of new exchanges was under constant review of the 
Department and the proposals for the opening of telex ex. 
changes at Dhanbad and Asansol would be taken up for 
consideration in. the near furure. 


The matter is being followed up by the Federation, 


G.. Fine ox tae Easter sir oF Jommarook Brancu (New 
ALIGNMENT) & Atso ix Lowen ann Upper Jnanta 
CoLuEry, 


A. circular letter dated 2 July 1969 was received by all 
the collieries served by Jorimatook siding to the effect that 
fire on the eastern side of the alignment had been extending 
towards the branch line and collapses had taken place quite 
near the line. Ic was also stated that cracks liad appeared 
between collapses and the branch line, the nearest crack on 
11.6.69 being only 22 fr. from the wack. ‘The extent:of work- 
ings under the railway or adjacent to the railway line had 
nor been fully ascertained. It was apprehended that the 
fire might render the branch line unsafe for working. It 
was further stated that if the fire could endanger the safety 
of the track it would become necessary for the railway to 
suspend or close the Jotimatook Assisted Siding dll such time 
as the danger was removed and the track rendered safe for 
traffic. A number of telegrams was sent to the Ministry of 
Railways and others drawing their attention to the extremely 
scrivus situation arising out of the underground fire near 
Jotimatook | Assisted Siding serving 10 collieries and Ali. 
minim Corporation of India, producing t,60,000 tonnes of coal 
per month, Tt was further pointed our that the Jotimatook 
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siding being one of the very old sidings was-in similar 
danger in 1952 owing to fire in New Jemeliari Khas Col 
fiery, On a strong representation then made hy the collieries 
concerned this siding was diverted through « mear area on 
the same colliery, The Coal Board hod earlier taken up some, 
protective work to arrest the spread of the fire to the adja- 
cent areas. Although the fire was not completely arrested, 
no effective steps were taken by the Coal Board after 1966 
to arrest the spread of the fire, It may be mentioned that 
at a joint meeting held on 14 June 1957 with the representa- 
tives of the collicries, Conl Board and. the office of the Chicf 
Mining Adviser, Railway Board, steps were suggested 10 deal 
With the fire but neither the Coal Board nor the Railways 
did anything in the matter. 


On a representation made by the Industry the Coal 
Board depured its Chief Mining Engineer and Inspecting 
Officer to undertake protective stabilization work to arrest 
further spread of fire towards the Railway lines, As the 
Coal Board engaged contractors for this purpose from 412 
July 1969, it was not necessary for the Railway to suspend 
or close the Jorimatook Siding. 


Although the Coal Board had done commendable work. 
for protective stabilization to avoid the imminent danger 
catised by the expansion of fire the Committee of the Federa- 
ton emphasized the fact that the work already undertaken 
appeared to be inadequate, Only 30/32: persons were engaged 
by the contractors and ro,o00 cit. work were «anctiéned 
against the actual requirement of 30 lakh cft. The Mining 
Engineers Of the collieries who had examined the impending 
danger of the Jotimatook Siding considered that the situa 
tion was not at all being dealt with as systematically and 
seriously a3 was necessary to artest the fire and ic was feared 
thar if the work continued to be carried on at a slow pace, 
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the Railways would have no alternative to closing the traffic. 
The Federanion pointed our that the following work needed 
immediate attention :— 


(i) Filling up of Por Eloles and cracks by sand. Total 
work—3315 CMT. 


(2) Blanketting with sand between 1.33 & zoo M_ on 
Siding length and east of the line. 


(3) Flushing of sand and water under pressure through 
bore holes to the underground workings 4”xz0 bore 
holes depth 6 to 24 Mts. | 


(4) To drown the workings by diverting the jore near 
the boundary of the Collicries. 


In view of the fact thar only the work specified in item No. 1 
had been undertaken by the Coal Board and that too with 
the help of matti packing and that the grant was meagre, 
Sri V. K. Poddar, Chairman, in a letter No. 2753/1109 dated 
a5 July 1969, addressed to Sri K. K. Ray, LAS., Chairman, 
Coal Board, suggested measures under items No. 2, 3, & 4 
above to be undertaken immediately in order to save the 
situation, Trt was. further suggested hy the Federation's 
Chairman in the ‘above letter that the number of persons 
engaged on such a pressing joh had to be considerably in- 
creased and that more than one contractor should he engaged 
to. complete the job, Sri V. K. Poddar further ruppested 
that active assistance of the collieries served by this siding 
should be sought in order to facilirate smooth working. 





_ The following letter No. PF-34/6y-65/Pt. U1 dated 4/5 
August 1969 was received from the Coal Board:— _ 
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“Lam directed to refer to your letter No, 2375/1109 duted 


July 25, 1969 on the subject mentioned above. The Board 


has already sanctioned a sum of Rs. 28,840/- for filing up the 
subsidences and cracks which have occurred within 150 fr, 
of the siding line and presently the work is going on at full 
speed, for which we appreciate the help and co-operation 
extended by Shri R. L. Worah, A further scheme costing 
about Rs. 70,c00/- which would include— 


“(a) building up a dam and a sluice gate for diverting 
rain water into underground workings, 


“(b) flushing of sand into underground gallaries through 
bore holes end, 


"(e) surface blanketing with sand is under the active and 
urgent consideration of the Board and preliminary 
work on some of these items have dlreaily been 


“It is our considered view that the safety of the siding 
cannot be restored an a permanent basis and sooner or later 
it has to be abandoned and to thar extent we have already 
taken up with the Railways the question of finding an alver 
native alignment for the siding. It would be appreciated if 
you also pursue this matter vigorously with the Railways so 
ures new alignment for the aiding can fructify as early as 
po: aj Py, 


Mention may also be made in this connexion of the 
damaging fire which broke out in September 1969 in the top 
seams of Lower & Upper Jharia Colliery, The fire was 60 
intense that it could be seen from a long distance and that 
nothing could be done in the initial stage even by the teams 
sent by the Mines Inspectorate to put out the fire, The 


ra 
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extent of the damage caused by such underground kre cam 

sily be realized thar about Rs. 16 lakhe might be required 
to tackle the fire. Urgent measures were however taken to 
tackle the fire by the Director General of Mines Safety and 
also by the Coal Board by diverting the water from the 
stream of the mine in the colliery area in which the fire was 
raging. It was alleged by Sri A. L. Smmha, Joint Director of 
Mines Safety that the fire might have heen caused during 
illicit distillation of liquor inside the mine. The fire wis 
raging at a distance of about zoo" ft. from the mouth of the 
colliery and the heat was so intense rhat no one was able to 
fo near the fire. 


Tr is an admitted fact that underground fires in coal 
mines have been caused as a result of spontaneous combus- 
tion occurring either underground or on the surface, defec- 
tive depillaring operations, acts of negligence and adoption 
of unscientific methods of working and illicit distillation 
underground in abandoned mines. 


According to the estimate recently made by the Coal 
Board about 22 million tonnes of extractable coal have been 
fost tm major fires, In view of the fact thar fire not only 
results 1 rhe waste of coal but also causes extensive damage 
to ‘surface structures, it is high time that a comprehensive 
plan was formulated and permanent remedial measures were 
taken in hand te fight out such fires, It is however, hearten- 
ing to note that a Committee was constituted as long ago as 
in the year 1963 with the representatives of the Coal Board, 
Central Mining Research Station, Indian School of Mines, 
Indian Bureau of Mines, Director General of Mines Safety 
and the Planning Commission, to examine the problem of 
coal mine fires-and to: suggest measures to prevent occtrrrence 
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Of fires in future: [t i understood thar the above Com- 
mittce set up by the Planning Commission has recently sub- 
mitted a report to the Government of India. It is hoped 
that the Government would take effective steps to implement 
the valued recommendations of the above Committee and 
not put them like other reports in cold storage. 


TL Fregumsr Fates or Power Surety tx tie Coanrrenp. 


Colkteries operating both in the Raniganj and Jharia 
ficlds suffer from frequent failure of power supplied hy the 
West Bengal Stare Electricity Board as well as the Bihar 
Srate Electricity Board. Although complaints have been 
made from time to time there has been little improvement. 
lf things g0 On like this, coal production will suffer consi 
derahly. Naturally, there is widespread dissatisfaction with 
the Bihar as well as the West Bengal State Electricity 
Boatds, while the consumers drawing their supplies from 
Sijua’ (Jherriah) Electric Supply Co. Lid., and Associated 
Power Co, Ltd, and Dissergarh Power Supply Co. have 
practically no complaints. Although representations have: 
heen made from ome to time by the Federation tw the State 
Electricity Boards, no effective steps have heen taken to 
ensure regular supply of power to the consumers a large 
number of whom are collieries which are bound to sulfer oR 
loss of ourput when there is frequent failure of power. 


It is stated that the interruptions of power supply which 
are very common normally occur duc to storms and lighren- 
ing which are frequent in rainy season. The theft of fine 
conductors specially copper by miscreants has also become a 
regular feature everywhere and this is applicable in the area 
of operation also, In the event of failure of power supply 
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all possible endeavours to restore the supply via alternative 
circuits # quickly as is humanly possible should be made 
and: any delay in this regard would seriously affect the 
normal working of the collierics and result in accidents 
which. might even lead 10 lows of lives. The Boards as well 
as the private clectric supply companies should introduce 
regular line patrolling during the nights to prevent theft of 
line conductors and the police should be asked to be vigilant 
an all cases of thefts. 


I, WNowcocmc Coa patwces ror Inpusratm. ConsumeEns 
OTHER THAN Tite Ratowars. 


At its meeting held on 23 May 1969, the Joint. Work- 
ing Committee considered the request of constituent mem- 
‘hers to revise prices in view of the mumerous impositions 
made on the Industry since the last revision of prices which 
had increased the cost of production of coal. 


After careful consideration the Joint Working Committee 
recommended that the following prices be introduced with 
effect from 1 July 1969 in respect of mon-metallurgical in- 
wlusinal consumers: — 


Grade Steam/Rubble R.O.M./Slack | Dust 
‘Selected *A’ 43.50 43.50 
Selected “Re 40.00 30,00 
Grade I 36.50 35.50 
(Grate IT 34.00 33.00 
‘Grade ITA 32.50 31.50 
‘Grade TB 31.00 30.00 


(All prices are per tonne F.O.R. Colliery and, in all 
wases, Sales Tax and other levies are extra). 
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The above prices were to be applicable to non coking coals 
from the Bengal and Bihar coalfielde with effect from 
1 July 19x. 


The enhanced prices were necessitated due to the 
following reasons :— 


{t) Increased payments to workers In terms of the 
Wage Board recommendations. 


{ii} Increased costs of materials used by collieries -such 
as explosives, iron and steel, cement, lubricants, 


wire Tropes, etc 


(iii} The increased electricity tariffs charged by the 
State Electricity Boards. 


(iv) Increased road cesses levied by State Governments. 


(v) Provision of footwear to colliery workers in terms of 
the Coal Mines Regulations, 1957. 


(vi) Increased royalty charges. 


Constituents of the J,W.C. were requested to advise their 
customers of the revised prices and tell them that the revi 
sion had been necessitated because of the factors mentioned 
above, which were beyond the control of Coal producers. 


Subsequent to the decision of the Railway Board to 
allow only a price increase of 7o paise per tonne for all grades 
of coal cupplied to the Railways. a number of repretentaticms 
were received by the Joint Working Committee from the 
various industrial consumers for te-consideration of the 
above decision of the J.W.C. to effect a price increase of 
abour Ra 3/- per tonne from 1 July 1969, 
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Ara meeting of the [.W.C held subequently the 
J-W.G. was of the view that after the decontrol of the Coal 
Industry prices: of various grades of coal were by and large 
settled by the forces of supply and demand and the J.W.C 
prices announced on the Industry were more or less a guide- 
line to be followed by the members. as far as practicable. 
The. J.W.C, therefore considered that no revision of prices 
was called for, 


The matter was reconsidered at a special mecting of 
the ],W.C, held on 6 October 1969 and after considerable 
discussion, it was decided not tw revise or reduce the J.W.C, 
Ptices for industrial consumers on various considerations. 


J. Tterr or Coa From Rattwar wacons. 


The theft of coal from Railway wagons has recently 
increased so much as to cause serious concern in all parts 
of Raniganj coalfield areas. In spite of repeated complaints 
made by large number of collieries as well as by this Fede 
ration, the authoritics have utterly failed to tackle the sini 
ton which has of late turned from bad to worse. The fol- 
lowing extract from the minutes of an emergent joint mect- 
ing of the I.M.F. Raniganj Branch Executive and Raniganj 
Coalfield Committee. held at Sunkerpore Colliery Director's 
Bunglow On 27 May 1969, gives a vivid account of the situ 
tion in this regard in different parts of this coalfield: 


“(A) Sonachora area—betaeen Onda! and Parasea. 


A. large number of persons await in the jungle generally 
at night till the arrival of a loaded mke. The rake, when 
moving tip a steep incline, slows down and the miscreants 
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climb on to the loaded wagons and pilfer the coal. By the 
time the rike passes the G, T. Road § to 19 tonnes of coal 
are lifted from each wagon. The activities of the miscreants 
Were brought to the nonce of A‘S.P., who in turn reported 
the case to the Security Officer (Mr. Duncan) at Asansol. He 
told our repreientative 6/5 days ago that he would try te 
ambush them provided a Platoon of Pulice force was avail. 
able. Such pilferages are going on in Chara Pilot No: 1.& a. 
It is reported by our member (Sri R. Goenka) that Mr, 
Banerjee—Special Officer, Railway Police, Ondal thas been 
‘directed by the authority of Union Government to take 
immediate action in the matter, Members were requested 
to report the pilfering of coal cases to Mr. Banerjee. with 
# copy to Sti Rajen Goenka, Parasia: Colliery, P.O. Kajora- 
gram, Dist. Burdwan, Copies of the complaints should also 
be sent to—(A) Chairman, Railway Board, (B) General 
Manager, Eastern Railway, (CG) C.O.PS. Calcurta, (D) Secu- 
rity Officer, Railway Police Poree, Asansol and the Chatr- 
man, Indian Mining Federation, Catourta and also to the 
President, MF. Raniganj Branch Executive, P.O Ukhra, 
‘Dist, Burdwan, 





(B) Pandaveswar Pilot No. J= Sri M. L. Mattoo reported 
‘that coal was also being pilfered near South Sanila while 
Pandayeswar Pilot No, I passed rhe port. 


“Tops: Piloe Nos, 2, 2, 3 and 4: It was reported thir 
puferages of coal are also going on herween Easy Baraboni 
and Baraboni Station of the above loaded pilot. 


"Ukiira Pilot No. 1 & UW: Pillerages take place between 
Parascole. and Kajoragram area. Tr was stopped a few 
months back but it has again started, 
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“Tt was suggested that for each different Pilot Section 
one of our members, should take the trouble to work as a 
liaison officer with the Special Officer, Railway Police Force, 
Ondal ‘and report the incidents of pilfering of coal frome 
Wagons at and when they occur, The following names were 
decided on for this purpose: 


t. Sri R. Goenka—for Chara I & II Pulors. 


z. Sri J. N. Gupta of Khas Kajora Colliery for Ukhra 
f & Uf Pilots (Mr. P, Mondal agreed to pursue him). 


3. Sri Sujit Nag for Topsi I, I, II and IV Pilots, 


4- Sri M. L Mattoo, Agent, Pure Samia Colliery for 
Pandaveswar No. I Pilor, 


§: Sri R. K. Kapoor of Jaipuria Samla Amalgamated 
Colliery for Pandaveswar No. II Pilot. 


“Railway authority should be approached to provide 
armed guards with each drawing pilot for a certain period 
to stop the attempt of pilfering of coal” | 


fe will be observed that the Security Mr. Duncan,, 
ar Asansol expects to be able to ambush the miscreants if 
he is provided with adequate police forces, The Committee 
of the Federation considers that the situation is so grave that 
it calls for concerted, action by all concerned withour any 
further Joss of time to fiight out this social menace and: to 
put a stop to the further loss of colliery properties in custody 
Of the Railways. It is inconceivable how the miscreants 
could overpower the Government forces and carried on their 
coallifing activities so successfully and continuously, The 
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Federation made a Fepttscntation to the Deputy. Tnspector-- 


General of Police, Trathe & Railways, West Bengal, /1, 
‘Hungerford Street, Calewtra- 7; in its leer No, 598/865 
dated 6 June 196, urging him to kindly take up the matter 
personally and take such steps as might be deemed expedi- 
ent to bring the culprits to book and to put a stop once and 
for all ro the pilterage of coal from loaded wagons in Rani- 
g2nj Coalfield areas, The Committee further requested him 
*0 provide adequate armed guards with cach drawing pilot 
with immediate effect till such time as it might be deemed 
necessary, Sri 5. C De Chowdhury, Deputy Inspector. 
(General of Police, Traffic & Railways, West Bengal, in his 
letter No. 2969/DIG(T & Rj/CR. 487 dated 9.6.69, stated 
that the letter had been forwarded to ‘the Supermrendent cf 
Police, Government Railway Police, Howrah, for necessary 
action, Tr ts also reported: by The Khas Kenda Colliery 
Private Led., Lower Kenda Colliery, that every day when 
the loaded wagons are drawn in the morning by Chara No. y 





Pilot, these are detained at a place called “Sonachora” where . 


abour 200/250 miscreants regularly unload a portion. of the 
coal from each wagon and even the covered wagons ate 
broken open and coal unloaded. They suspect that some of 
the Railway staff deliberately detain the wagons in the same 
plsce every day on the ground of operation:il difficulties, 
which of course cannot beva regular feature. As a result of 
this theft of coal from Joaded wagons prior to their weigh 
ment collieries have to suffer heavy loss on account of under 


charge apart from the price of coal lost. 


It is also teported by Messrs, East Baraboni Coal Co, 
Private Lad, East Baraboni Colliery, that pilferige of coal 
from wagons Tonded with steam coal in between East Rara- 
honi Colliery and Barahoni Station has become almosz a 
daily affair. Topo 1, 2,34 & 4 pilots pass through the above 
place and a large number of collieries seryed by the above 
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Pilots have been suffering heavy losses owing to theft of coal 
from. the loaded wagons. 


Further representations were made by the Federation, in 
its letters, Na, 5938/1670 dated 5 December 1969 and No. 
598/2 dated 2 January ig7o, addressed to the Superintendent 
of Police, Government Railway Police, Howrah. It was 
stated in the contents of the letters that some member-col- 
licries, particularly (1) Pure Samla Colliery, (2) Pansull 
Nutandanga Colliery, and (3) Samla Manderboni Colliery, 
had reported that between 1 November and 25 November 
1969 pilferage of coal from loaded wagons increased to the 
extent of 5.6 metric tonne: from any single wagen resulting 
in heavy loss to the collieries concerned. Coal was being 
lifted mainly at points-near abour South Samla, Pandaveswar 
Staion and Ukhra Station besides other places, Pand. 
veswar I Pilot passed through the above places and a large 
number of collieries served by the above pilot had to suffer 
heavy losses owing to theft of coal from the loaded wagons, 
_ The Federation emphasized that what was actually tak- 
ing place was looting of coal by armed gangs as would be 
evident from the incidents which happened on 5 and 23 De- 
cember 1969, In the first case, an entire rake of 21 box 
wagons and 3 four-wheeler wagons loaded with steam coal 
had to stop owing to non-clearance near Bankola crossing 
from about'6 p.m, to 7-30 p.m, on its way to the Ondal Yard 
from the Khas Badjna Colliery siding. ‘This was an oppor- 
tunity fora large gang, armed with lathis and spears, to life 
coal from the wagons, the total booty amounting to over 
20 tonnes from two box wagons, 








The Railway personnel looked on helplessly and the 
guard deputed by the colliery was not even allowed to move 
from the wagons. 


{ 240 ) 


In another incident of the same kind, a large amount 
of coal was unloaded from a rake of 17 box wagons from. 


the same colliery in the Pandaveswar Railway Yard on the 
22 December 1960. Bur, fortunately, the colliery recovered 
the coal on receipt of timely information. ‘This free-bootin 
was carried on as an organized business for the benefit, it had 
been reported, of some coal depors near Ukhra and Bhin- 
farh stations. 


Replying to the representatives, the Superintendent of 
Police, Government Railway Police, Howrah, has informed 
the Federation thar 13 persons were arrested from Barahon} 
Railway Station and were prosecuted W/s 4(1) BCLIA. Act. 
O/C Anda! G.R-PS. has been instructed to keep watch over 
the matter, He has furher informed the Federation thar 
consignments Joaded in wagons are regarded as. Railway 
property and they are guarded and protected by the Railway 
Protection Force, The Security Officer of the Railway Pro 
tection Force hay recently heen requested to provide escorre 
in goods trains as far as possible. 


K. Mrenxe wrre mae Cuamatax, Coat Boarp 


A meeting was held with the Chairman. Coal Board on 
30 October 1969 to discuss various matters. such as, the posi- 
tion of collicries linked to the Caal Board's ropeways and 
the present positinn regarding the recommendations of the 
Ganguli Committee's report. Tr may be mentioned thar the 
Government of India, Ministry of Petroleum & Chemicals 
(Department of Mines & Metals), in its letters, No, Cs-13(9)/ 
631 dated 20 Seprember “and «No, Cs-13(9)/6841 dated 20 
September 1969 revised the svales of assistance for grant of 
subsidy hy the Coal Board to collicties apecially handicapped 
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by adverse factors and also of stowing assistance presumably 
on the basis of Ganguli Committee's report. The Committee 
of the Federation suggested the following steps: for discussion 
ar the above meeting with the Chairman, Coal Board: 


1. Posrnow or Covurnts Livxep To 
tat Com. Boarp's Roreways 


During the financial year 1969 70 commencing from | 
April 196g the Board has linked certain additional collicrics | 
in Raniganj and jharia coalfields to the Board's Ropeways 
Dump for supply of sand two collieries. for the purpose of 
stowing. These collieries were drawing sand from river bed 
during the previous financial year, ie, 1969-69. In such cases, 
the Board hae given a blanket permit of 15 days grace period 
10 the collieries for the purpose of adjustment from river bed 
sind supplies to Board’s Dump. Three main difficultics 
would arise on account of the aboye changeover:— 


(i) Collicries which were drawing sand from river bee 
during 168-9 bad stocks built up from supplies 
drawn from river bed upto 31.4,1959.. These stocks 
should be certified immediately and ‘collieries be per- 
mitted to utilise these sfocks as carly as possible, if 
sources of supply of sand in these collieries have been 
changed from river bed to Board's Dump, Large 
financial outlay is invelved in such stocks and the 
same cannot be held on indefinitely, as collieries can- 
not finance such stocks when they have already been 
assured supply from Board's Dump. 


(ii) In some cases, although the Board has given sanc- 
tion for drawing sand from Board's Dump, on 
16 
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account of the fact thar allocation from Board's 
Dump being given at a-date after more than 15 days 
as specitied by the Board, the collicries involyed in 
such cases had no alternative but 10 continue to draw 
sand from river bed, In such cases, when the delay 
of allocation has taken place on account of Board's 
Dump ‘nor being teady to give sand, the sanctions on 
such collicrics should be amended at river bed rates 
upto the date the Board allocated sand: from Dump. 
4s such, in such cases General grace period of 15 
days would not be fair, 


(iii) Whilst linking additional collieries to the Dump 
during the current Financial year, ic. 1969-70, it has 
been found thar linkage has been done more than the 
actual capacity of the ropeways with the result thar 
the collieries linked to the Dump are not able to 
get adequate supply of sand from Board's Dump. 
This should be examined carefully and if the above 
contention is correct collicries which are drawing sanc 
from alternate sources, like river hed. etc. should be 
given amended sanction from start of the current 
finantial year, Le. 1969-70. 





Board’s Dump were first started about four years ago, the 


Board fixed an ad hoc rate of 0.§0 paise per tonne per kilo. 


metre for payment of assistance on account of ransportation 
charges to the collieries drawing sand from Board's Dump. 
At that time ft was said that rate shonld be revised retros. 
pectively as soon as final recommendations of Ganguly Com- 
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mittee on revised rates for transportation from Board's Dump 
would be accepted by the Government. 


It may be pointed our that the Ganguly Committee's 
Report was based on the data available abour two years ago 
and since then the cost of transportation had considerably 
shot up owing to soaring prices of tyres, tubes, lubricant, 
petrol, diesel, Inbour wages, etc,, the impact of which en the 
cost of production shoulil also be considered by the Coal 
Board. 


Tt may be recalled that an assurance waa given by the 
then Ministry of Mines and Metals that the Industry would 
be given an vpportunity to discuss and consider the recom- 
mendations of the Ganguly Committee before they were 
accepted by the Government and applied to the Industry. 


It may also be pointed out thar inordinate delay is being 
caused in obtaining payment of assistance from the Coal 
Board and the Chairman, Coal Board, should he requested 
at the proposed meeting with him for arranging payment for 
August and September stowing bills and final March i949 
bills as early as possible, It may also be pointed our. that 
<laims for adverse factors for gassiness of mine ete. for the 
quarter ending 31 March 1969 and 30 June 1969 have not yer 
heen paid. Immediate steps should be taken so thar collieries’ 
hills upto June 1969 for adverse factors may be paid imme- 
alintely, 


A resume of the salient points discussed at the above 
meeting held between the Chairman, Goal Board, and the 
representitives of the Industry is given below: 
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PayMenr ay THe Coat. Boann: 


The Industry's representatives appealed for expeditious 
payment of dives ly the Goal Board. Particular reference was 
made to payment of subsidies for gassiness, It was reported 
thar the marter had been discussed with the Ministry of 
Petroleum & Chemicals and Mines & Metals who had ad- 
vised thar re-allocation was within the powers of the Board 
and that this would meet the immediate problem. It had 
been pointed our to the Ministry that reallocation of funds 
from one head to another would not meet the problem which 
was inadequate overall allocation of funds to meet Coal 
Board's dues. The Chairman, Coal Bourd, said that the pas- 
sibility of reallocation of funds from the sea ‘coal subsidy 
and from the road transport subsidy funds was under consi- 
deration. He agreed however that the main problem owas the 
inadequate overall allocation of funds. 


It was also pointed out that the Board received inacle- 
quate funds because the Railway Board did not pay to the 
Board the entire cess collected, and when pressed for pay- 
ment they maintained that records were nov available, On 
behalf of the Industry it was pointed out that the Railway 
Board were able to produce records as far back as 1952 when 
they wished to recover some duces from the Industry and it 
could] not be accepted that the Railway Board could not pro- 
duce records. Furthermore, the coal Board had a record of 
despatches and should be able to assess the actual amounr 
due. The Chairman, Coal Board, agreed thar the Boanl 
could assess the amount duc and requested an investipation 
inte this aspect, so that the matter could be referred again to 
the Railway Board. He also requested an investigation as 
to the amount at -credit of the road transport subsidy fund 
and the surrenders to Government of unutilised funds made 
at the end of the previous years. He pointed out that sur- 
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renders made in previous yedrs should now be able to be 
utilised when they were required. 


Apvance Parent: 


It was pointed our that the scheme for making 80'%, 
advance payments against dues was not working properly and 
bills were in arrears. The object of the subsidy scheme was 
To assist -collicries hut this was defeated by reason of the six 
to nine months delay in making payments. The 80% ad- 
France payment scheme had been introduced when Sardar 
Swaran Singh was the Minister bot the collieries were étill 
out of pocket. The Industry's representatives appealed to 
the Board to do whatever was possible to expedite payments, 





News Trew ow Coat Paes: 


Reference as made to the following news item on Coal 
Prices which appeared in the Statesman on the ist October, 
1969 ¢ 


“Coal Price. metease Creates Problems: 


The agreement by the Railways to a price increase of 
Rs. 0.70 per tonne of coal thas created a curious’ situation 
in regard to the Governments responsibility in maintain- 
itig the price line, according to a spokesinan of the Coal 
Board. Ata time when Government is thinking in terms 
of a wage and profit freeze to curb the upward trend in 
prices, it is contradictory m allow a price increase which 
may have considerable repercussions on the industrial 
and domestic fuel factors in addition to inflating the 
Railway's own coal by about Rs, 1.15 crores annually, 
Such an increase has to be sooner or later balanced ‘by 
raising tailway fares and freighr once again, the spokes- 
man says. 
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The Railways consume “ib 16.4 million tonnes of 
non-coking coal per year. Once they have agreed to a 
price risc, the Collieries will not hesitate to increase 
the ptice of coal for industrial and domestic users, 
the spokesman says.” 


The Chairman, Coal Board, said that the matter had 
been investigated and there was no record of any Board official 
having issued the press report. A denial had been issued but 
the damage had already been done, The Industry's represen- 
tatives particularly requested that press reports should not 
be issued without the authority of a senior official of the 


The Chairman, Coal Board, reported that Rs. 30 lacs had 
heen refunded by way of excise duty since the previous meet- 
ing on the 18th July 1969. As regards payment prior to toby 
however the Railways maintained that they did not have the 
records to enable refund being made. On behalf of the In 
dustry it was suggested that excise duty should not be levied 
te the extent that the dues were outstamling. The Chair 
man, Coal Board, stated that this weld nor be posible as 
action of this kind would assume that the refunds were due 
and this bad nor been established because of the ahasence of 
records. Furthermore, the revenue had to be collected even 
although it was due. The Board had recommended in 1966 
thar certification by the Railways shouid be done away with 
bur no decision had been taken. THe said thar the marter 
would be taken wp again with the authorities, He pointed 
our that it was possible for the Coal Board to check the 
amount of duty paid from its own records. without certifica- 
tion by the Railways. 
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Postnon Or Coruienies Linen tro THe Coat Boanp 
Rorewars : 


ft was pointed out thar collicrics were experiencing dilh- 
culties because of inconsistent supplies of sand from the Coal 
Board dump. The Board's ropeways sometimes did not func 
tion and collieries sand requirements varied from month to 
months. In such cases the colliery had to obtain sand from 
other sources, otherwise it was compelled to cut down or 
close production, It was recalled that the procedure to be 
adopted on the failure of the ropeways had been the subject 
of discussions in the past. Collicries still had to await the 
sanction of the Board before they could obtain sand with the 
assurance thar the cost thereof would be admitted for subsidy 
purposes, This was unsatisfactory because production was 
continuous and sand had to be provided continually. Ir was 
suggested that the Chief Mining Engineer, Coal Board, 
should visit the collieries affected to ascertain the particular 
practical difficulties being experienced hy the collieries affect- 
ed. It was pointed out that abuses had been discovered, bur 
the position would be investigated with a view to preventing 
hardship in genuine cases. 


On behalf of the Industry it was pointed out that the 
Board had given.a blanket permission of 15 days grace period 
to collieries for the purpose of adjusting supplics from the 
tiver bed to the supplies from the Board's dump, As how- 
ever allocation from the Board's dump was being given at @ 
dare more than 1s days after the date specified by the Board, 
collieries hail no alternative but to continue to draw sand from 
the river bed. It was suggested that in such cases when the 
delay in- allocation had taken place because the Board's dump 
Was not ready to supply sand, the sanction on such collieries 
should be allowed at river bed rates upto the date of Board's 
allocation of sand from the dump. In such cases a general 
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grace period of 15 days would not he sufficient. The Chief 
Mining Engineer, Coal Board, suggested that it might be 
posible to allow grace period of 30 days and the matter 
would be examined, Collierics having. pending applications 
for assistance in this regard should advise the Board so that 
the matter could be investigated. 


Tt was also pointed out that the stocks of sand should be 
zupplicd immediately and that collieries should be permitted 
to utilize these stocks if sources of supply had been changed 
from the river bed to the Board’s dump, If the stocks were 
certified it would be possible for the Board to ensure that 
payments of subsidy were made only in respect of the sand: 
permitted to be taken from these stocks: It was agreed that 
this matter would be considered hy the Board. 


‘On behalf of the Industry it was also submitted thar in 
order to mitigate the problems which arose from breakdowns 
of the ropeways, the Coal Board should permit collieries to 
take from alternative specified sources certain fixed percentage 
of the total sand sanctioned for a full year. The colliery 
would then be free to obtain sand whenever a breakdown: 
occurred provided the specified amwunt was not excceded, 
except with the special permission of the Board, It was em- 
phastzed that a continuous supply of sani was essential, The 
Chief Mining Engineer expressed the view that a blanket 
permission of this kind could not be permitted bur the posi 
ton would be exuimined. 


STOWING IN UNSANCTIONED AREAS: 


On behalf of the Coal Board it wae stated thar where 
no additional financial commitment was involved, slowing 
in lnsanctioned areas was being readily permitted. Where 
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Ahowever ailditional financial burden on the Board was in- 
volved, perniission could not readily be given. On behalf 
of the Board it was pointed our that it showld be possible 
for collierits to advise the Board a month in advance of the 
likelihood of stowing in unsanctioned areas where an Adidi- 
tional commitment might be involved. On behalf of the 
Industry it was suggesred that the Board should permit 
collieries to stow in unsanctioned fren’ upto a certain per. 
centage of the total quantity sanctioned. The Board could 
satisfy itself ister as 10 the genuineness of the need for 
stowing in unsancioned areas. Jt was pointed out that 
stowing in unsanctioned areas contiguous to the sanctioned 
areas was frequently necessary for- technical reasons. The 
Chief Mining Engineer agreed that where the areas so 
stowed were just in the vicinity of the sanctioned areas and 
where the total stowing did not exceed the sanctioned 
quantities not involying any additional comminnents, subsidy 
in such cases will not be held up. 








Tt was also pointed our that ¢ven where the total 
quantity bad not been exceeded, payments had been held 
up because stowing had been carried our in an unsanctioned 
urea. It was agreed that if details of instances of thie kind 
were supplied, each case would be examined on irs merits. 


The Industry expressed appreciation of the fact that the 
Board had issued sanctions in good time this year. 


MEetiInc of THE Boanp: 


It was suggested that consideration might be given’ to 
‘calling more than 12 meetings of the Coal Board in a year. 
Tt was pointed out that the permission of the Board was. 
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very frequently required and monthly meetings meant that 
disposal of cases was held up, It was agreed that consi- 
deration could be given to holding meetings of the Board 
at intervals of three weeks. It was pointed our that consi- 
deration was being given to strengthening the Board. 





FE: Ixanegvate Rates of Assistance: 


it was pointed our that the recommendations of the 
Ganguli Committee were based on cost figures calculated in 
1956. On this basis, the Ganguli Commirtee had admitted 
that collicrics were losing Rs. 2.82 per ronne on stowing. The 
Tariff Commission and the Coal Prices Revision Commnittce 
all agreed that collicrics should be assisted but the raree 
applied with effect from rhe ist: January igzo were tarally 
unrealistic as. they were based on figures for cost which were 
completely our of date. Since then the Wage Board recom- 
mendations had added very considerably to costs and cost of 
equipment and stores had also risen. In some cases there 
had even heen a reduction in the rates of assistance on the 
ground that the system was being rationalised. The Chair- 
man, Coa] Board, said that the Incustry would have io 
press. this point with the Ministry pointing oar thar a 
review Was necessary. 


PUEiication oF tie Gaxcuu Commitrer Rerorr: 


Tt was recalled that at the end of June 1969 there had 
been a meeting when the then Joint Secretary to, the 
Ministry of Petroleum & Chemicals und Mines & Metals had 
given an assurance that the Ganguli Committee Report 
would be circulated for comments to its implementation. 
This however had not been done. 
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The Industry expressed appreciation of the fact that 
‘royalty on cand would now be reimbursed in full. 


SuBSIDY FOR UNDERGROUND PireELINe: 


Sri V. K. Poddar mentioned that several collieries’ pay- 
ments were being delayed where there was an underground 
pipeline for the supply of sand. It was agreed that the matter 
would be investigated. 


Sri R. Lall referred to the new rares-of assistance which 
had been circulated. These had presumably been based on 
the recommendations. of the Ganguli Committee, It was 
however not clear from the covering fetter whether the sub- 
ceilings had been done away with. On behalf of the Board 
it was stated that this matter would be examined imme- 
diately with a view to clarifying the position. 


Presence Or Mine Manxacens ovame [ssrections: 


On ‘behalf of the Industry it was stared thar collieries 
hil been advised that the Manager of the mine had to be 
present when measurements by th Board’s Inspecting Officer 
was being carried our where there had been a dispute 
between the surveyor ond the management as to the quantity 
Of sand stowed. The relevant instruction of the Coal Boant 
contained in: letter No. 1o0/Misc/69-7o dated 22 September 
1969 is reproduced for reference: 
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“T am directed to state that in a number of cases where 
the colliery surveyor had been in disagreement with the 
‘Coal Board siineyor telating to measurements, the said 
facts had been brought to the notice of the Board at such a 
Iste stage that no action for verifying the correct position 
was possible, To avoid recurrence of such a situation the 
Procedure as laid down below may he followed : 


(i) Wherever a disagreement would occur between the 
Board's Surveyor and the Colliery Surveyor the said 
fact shall be recorded in both the field books of the 
Coal Board and the colliery ‘and shal) be jointly 
signed. 


(ii) The Manager of the colliery shall immediately in- 
form the Inspecting Othcer of the mine, if necessary 
hy making « trip to the office of the Inspecting 
Officer, so as to ensure that the Inspecting Officer 
tan visit the mine within the course of the following 





(iii) The place of disputed measurement shall not be 
disturbed until the place is visited hy the Inspecting 
Officer. 


{iv) The Inspecting Officer and the colliery Manager 
1 again jointly measure the area in order to 
Srrive at agreed mnensurement figures and if an aprer- 
ment is reached the two field books should be signed 
jomtly by the Board’s Officer and the Manager of 
the mine. 





(v) In case the Manager of the colliery find the Inspect- 
ing Officer do net come to an’ agreement the matter 
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shall be forthwith brought to the ‘notice of the De. 
puty Chief Mining Engineer, Coal Board, Asansol, 
whe shall immediately thereafter yisit the mine and 
the Coal Company's officers superior to the Manager 
shall accompany the Deputy Chief Mining Engineer 
for joint measurement. 


(vi) In case the site of measurement he disturbed by 
carrying our additional stowing otherwise, before the 
mine is visited hy the Inspecting Officer or Deputy 
Chiel Mming Engincer of the Board as the case may 
be, the Board will be constrained to accept the 
measurement taken by the Board's Surveyor as final 
and no cognisance of the disagreement can there- 
alter be taken,” 


Tt was pointed out that the Manager of the mine had 
very serious responsibilities and could not Icave his duties at 
short notice. It was well-known that there could frequently 
be difference of opinion between technically qualified per- 
sons on these technical matters and it should be sufficient 
for the Under eres ages isan = for the particular matter 
to assist the Inspecting Officer at the time of taking measure- 
ments, [t was pointed our that there were not only Coal 
Board Inspecting Officers, bur also inspecting officers of the 
Mines Directorate, the Labour enforeement department, the 
Boiler Inspecting department, the Provident Fund Inspec- 
torate, and of the Police and it was not possible for the 
Manager of the mine to be in attendance when all these 
inspecting officers were present, 


Ty was also pointed out thar it should not be necessary 
for the Manager to make a trip to the office of the Inspecting 
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Officers: and thar ir should be sufficient if the Inspecting 
Officers were advised hy telephone or by a special letter, The 
Chicf Mining Engincer, Coal Board, agreed that this would 


Reference was also made. to the instruction that the 
working place should be kept undisturbed pending the visit 
of the Inspecting Olfcer who would visit the mine within 
48 hours. It was pointed our thai stowing was a continuous 

process which could mor be held up for measurement pur- 
poses, There had heen cases where the Board's Inspecting 
Officer had expressed inahiliry to take measurements hecanse 
additional quantities. of sand had been stowed. The Chict 
Mining Engineer agreed. that jt was not fiecessary to stop 
the entire stowing operation and that this could be continued 
provided it did not violently disturb the area, thereby aifect- 
ing the possibility of taking agreed measurements. 


It was stated that the Board's inspecting officers had 
reported adversely about their treatment by colliery managers. 
This was a matter where prestige of both parties had to be 
kept im balance. Tt was agreed thar as far as possible bad 
feclings of this kind between the Inspectorate and the mine 
managements shoukl he avoided but nevertheless ir was 
simply not always possible for the colliery manager to comply 
with the request of an inspecting officer that he should be 
present personally to discuss matters, 





The I[ndustry’s: representatives: thanked the Chairman, 
Coal Board, for the opportunity to discuss these issues with 
him. 
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i. Law axp Oxper strustion in THe RANIGAN] COALFIELD 


Lawlesaness, often enough erupting in violence, assumed 
such alarming proportions, particularly in the West Bengal 
cualfield, as to seriously hamper production in a large num- 
ber of collicries, It is an admitted facr that inter-union 
rivalry, stemming from the conflicting aims and interests of 
political parties, rather than authentic industrial disputes, is 
primarily responsible for this state of affairs which seems 
to have become chronic in the West Bengal coalfield... In 
most of the affected collicries managers and supervisory staff 
have been living under a regular reign of terror. As stated 
by a trade union leader, “law and order has completely 
broken down in the coalfields. Asansol has become worse 
than the Chambal Valley.” 


Unless checked with a strong hand, continuing indis 
cipline among workers inevitably results in accidents in 
mines. It is therefore high time that effective and strong 
measures were taken to end this intolerable and highly 
explosive state of affairs. | 


The following statement compiled by the Federation 
regarding. the particulars of incidents of lawlessness will go 
to show the extent of deterioration in the law and order 
situation in the Raniganj Coalfield during the year 1069. 


t. Colliery: Cuartr Kuas Contenr 


of M/s. Sahu Minerals & Properties. Ltd. 
Area: Raniganj-Asansol. in Burdwan: 
No. of employees: 1100 
Production: Average 13.000 tonnts per month. 


6.3-69: 


20.3.69: 


13.6.6) 5 


16.6.69: 


18.6.60 « 
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Particulars of incidents 


RCC. Signboard of the Colliery at the bifurcation 
of the main road leading to the colliery through 
Chapui village was «mashed to pieces by the vil- 
lage inhabitants. Police were informed, bor no 
action was taken by them, 


The Chief Executive of the Company was illegally 
detamed and confined for abour balf-an-hour and 
was ‘criminally intimidated. Police was informed, 
but in vain, 


The Labour Welfare Officer and the Assistant 
Engincer of the Colliery while returning from 
Asansol ar night were stoned by the Chapui 
villagers. 


The Colliery Superintendent while passing through 
Chapui village m his jeep ar abour 830 PM, was 
stopped and kept confined and manhandled by 
abour rso Chapui villagers for an hour. Dust was 
thrown over him and indecent abuses were hurled 
at him. Thereafter when he was allowed to go his 
jeep was stoned from behind. Complaint was 
lodged with the Raniganj Police Station and the 
District Authorities also approached. 


At about 2-30 P.M. while two watchmen of the 
Colliery were passing through Chapui village, they 
were assaulted and locked wp in a room by the 
Chapi villagers. A wrist watch was snatched away. 


28,6.69: 
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They were forced vo sign a statement before rheit 
release. A village mob armed with lethal weapons 
also assaulted the watchman ar the Colliery gate 
and stones were thrown at the residential quarters 
of the colliery, The mob also shot poisonous 
arrows at the colliery residential quarters. 


A taxi carrying a family from the colliery to 
Asansol was detained unlawfully in Chapui village 
for sometime at about 10-30 A.M. 


Union Ravanirs: 


oY | 


The Colliery Mazdoor Congress (SSP) has been 
enjoying the support of the colliery workmen and 
is recognized by the managent. The C.P.L(M) has 
been trying to establish its union by means of inti- 
midation and violence and frequent clashes have 
been: occurring between rival groups of workers. 
At the instigation of the C.P.L(M) Chapui villagers: 
have turned violent, demanding employment for 
every unemployed person in the village, free street 
lighting and free water supply in the village. As 2 
result, the colliery personnel have become panicky, 
and the colliery working has been completely disor 
ganized causing seyere loss of production to the 
colliery. 


2. Nac's Kajona Jamaan Cotueny 


of M/s East Baraboni Coal Co. (P) Led. 


21.2,09; 


10. 3-09 : 


1544.60); 


53.69; 


16.4.69; 
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A Mining Sirdar was assaulted underground and 
the workers resorted ro an illegal strike from 21.2.69 
10 37,2.69. 


A hitch took place between the permanent wagon 
loaders and some outsiders and the loading clerk of 
colliery was ‘wrongly implicated in the incident, 
The Colliery Manager was gherased from 4 P.M. to 
1 P.M. 


A section of workers went on illegal strike up to 


rh.4.69, 


The Manager and the Asstt. Manager of the Col 


liery were put to worngful confinement from 9-30 


A.M. till 6 P.M. A wagon loader was murdered by 
a fellow worker. 


* The Manager and the Asstt, Manager were gheraved 


and confined from 4 PLM. to yo PM. 


¢ The Manager and the colliery wat gheraced at 


ois A.M. near the pit top and assaulted by a group 
of workmen causing serious injuries: all over his 


Labourers gheraoed the Finance Manager, Manager 
and the Personnel Officer of the Colliery from § 


‘ACME to tago0 PLM. 
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6.569: The Personnel Officer was gheraged in the sun at 
t2 noon for about an hour. 


4:10.69: The Finance Manager of the colliery was gheraoed 
from 7 a.m. to 8 pan. by the workmen on the issue 
of bonus for the year 1968. The gherao was lifted 
at the intervention of the RLC and the Asst. Labour 
Commissioner (C), Asansol. 


Dsao~ Rivatrzes : Atrempts are being made to oust the re. 
cognised Union and for the establishment of a new 
Union and troubles are being created frequently. 


Loss or Propocnon: Production which was 11,050 tonnes in 
March 1969 has come down to 9,669 tonnes in June, 
1969. 


4 JAtPuRIA Samia AstatcamaTep Couurrtes Lp. 
Pandaveswar (Burdwan). 


37.9-68: Mr. B. §, Gupta, Chief Admini 
gheraced and assaulted, 





23,6.69: Mr. M, B. Limaye, Manager, Jatpuria Kajora Col- 
liery was. gheraoed by workers of West Benga! 
Khani Mazdoor Sangha. The gherao.was lifted at 
abour 11.30 A.M. ad 
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5. Ranyisanvua Coan Co. Pyr. Lip. 
Sitarampur (Burdwan). 


Frequent demonstrations by the workers, 


15.69: The entite staff was gheraoed from § AM. to 630 
P.M. 


1.6.69: The Manager was assaulted once at 8-30 A.M. and 
again at 5-30 P.M. on the same day. Police were in- 
formed. 


Resutr: Loss of production, 


6. Skt Asmtrsacar. Sececren Couttery 


Area—Under Raniganj Police Station. 
Employees—igoo 
Average Monthly Production: 27,000 tonnes, 


Recognized Union: Colliery Mazdoor Congress (Inde- 
pendent). 
Bur since the beginning of 1965, Colliery Mazdoor 
Sabha (C-P.1.(M) ) has established a rival union, 


Inter-union rivalry: With establishment of shave 
C.P.L(M) Union trouble started and the lives of Si 


41.5,09: 


13.6.69: 


14.6,69: 


146.69: 


16.669 : 


32.4).69 : 
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Sriram Goenka, owner, Sri Nandalal Keshan, Agent, 
Sri Ranadhir Biswas, Manager, and Sri Rampratap 
Singh, Hostel Superintendent of the colliery were 
threatened. On several occasions workers refused to 
obey the Jawful orders of the management. 


An attempt was made on the life of the manager 


while onderground. 


Workers of the C.P.1.(M) Union openly threatened 
severe assault on the manager and even attempr on 
his life besides: purtmg fire to his car whenever pos- 
sible. 


Manager and the Agent were: gheraoed at East 
Nimcha Colliery for t+ hrs. up to 10 P.M. and were 
abused and intimidated. 


False dacoiry case started by Raniganj Police on 
false diary by a worker. 


Deputy Manager and Safety Officer were gheraoed 
for about eight bours in the scorching sun without 
any drinking water or bathroom facility, 


A clash took place between followers of the CPI(M) 
led union and CRO camp latwur when one was 
killed and 61 were injured. The condition of three 
including the CRO camp commandant js said to be 
precarious, Thirty people have so far been arrested, 


28.9.69: 
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Mr. Phani Roy, Secretary of the Asansol unit of the 
Bangla Congress, sent a telegram to the Chic 
Minister drawing his attention to the deterioration 
in the law and order situation in the Asansol-Rani- 
ganj coal belt stating that a few hundred workers of 
East Nimcha Colliery had been squatting outside 
the A.D.M/s residence demanding police protection 
from attacks by the group of CPI(M) workers. 


SiTvaTion; Highly explosive. The owner, agent and mana- 


ger of the mine have left the mine for reasons of 
personnel safety. Other technical and. supervisory 
staff expressed a desire to leave the mine. 





7. Norn: Broox Cotumnr: 
Jaykaynagar (Burdwan) 


10.6.69: The agent, manager and the Deputy Chief Person- 


Resver: 


nel Officer of the collicry were phersoed from. 4-30 
P.M. ill 1030 PLM, and were subjected to all sorts 
of abuse, insults and intimidation. Water was 
denied to them and attempts were made to dis- 
connect the electric supply. 


Management feels it is impossible to run the mine, 


8. Parmorya & Bragarcuax Courentes (P) Lon. 





Owing interamion rivalry a state bonding on. abso- 
lure chaos, prevails, 
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Last Weex or May ig6g: Mr, J. D, Thacker, Supervisor, was 


8.6.69 : 


20,6.69: 


7:10.69: 


1.6.69! 


gheraoed outside colliery precincts and was made to 
stand in the scorching sun for about seven hours. 


A CPI worker was assaulted by CPM supporters 
from neighbouring: villages, 


CPI led workers observed a day's token strike against 
geondaism by CPI-M supporters, 


Predawn attack on miners sleeping in their quarters 
by 100 men with bombs, spears and fire arms where- 
In 7 persons were injured, = seriously, No arrest 
was made, 


9 Bursa Duesto Corutery 


The local agent Sri T, M. Thacker was eheraoed 
from. 11-30°A.M. till go P.M. and was denied drink- 
ing water. Doors and windows of the room. were 
Closed and eleetricity was cut off and he was forced 
to stand in the room for abour 4 hours. His life 


‘Was threatened. He was forced to sign an agree- 


ment dictated by the workers 


mo Anja Tf Coutery 


1.4.69: The manager and the deptity superintendent were 


gheraced at § A.M. and made to stand the stun till 


17.6.9: 


8.3.69: 


23.3.69- 


34-69: 
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3 P.M. Ip spite of a search warrant being issued 
by the §.D.0., the Police did not rescue the officers. 


Manager and Welfare Officer were gheraoed by 50 
workers and outsiders carrying bombs, bhallas, bows 
and arrows etc under CPI(M) leadership. They fit 
ovens outside the office and put chillies and sulphur 


into them. ‘This is the 3rd Gherao (1st April, rgth 
May). 


rm. Saxcrorta CoLuurrr 


The manager and the Welfate Officer were ghe- 
raced for 12-15 P.M. to 5 P.M. 


A large number of boys from neighbouring: villages 
came to the. gate of Superintendent's (Personnel) 
ding employment ctc. This evening 


they came to his bungalow, demanding employ- 
ment, water, land, etc 





12; Deemwo Mats Conuery 


Five workmen went on a hunger strike. 


When the Colliery Manager and the Asstt. Manager 
appeared before the Session Judge on a false charge 


6.3.69 = 


fl 1.3.09 : 


25-3-69: 


9.5.09 ° 


13.559: 
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of murder they were gheraoed in the Court by 


about 60 colliery workers rill late in that night. 


13. East Damacorts Cotuimry 

The Manager and the Chief Personnel Officer of the 
colliery were assaulted and were kept in wrongful 
confinement for 6 hours. 

14, Egurrasce Coat Co. 

Labour Officer and the Group Accountant were 
gheraoed at Jamuria A.B. Pit for 27 hours. 

The Agent and the Manager were gheraged from 
§ A.M. to 3 P.ML 


16, ‘Tie New Dasaconta Coat Co. (P) Lin. 
Salanpur (Burdwan). 


The Manager of the Colliery was gheraced and 
denied drinking water, Electric connection was cut 
off. 


17. Goenka Kayonta Coueny 
Ram Piyare Singh, a watchman of the Company, 


was attacked by a large number of people in the col- 
licry. premises and killed, 
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146.692 Owing tothe gross indiscipline and misbehaviour 
and disobedience on the part of the workers. and. 
sabotage by the workmen the colliery was closed 
throwing about yoo workers out of employment. 


ig. East Nichia Commeny 


318.69: The Manager and the Agent of the collicry were 
gheraoed for about 13 hours. 


23.10.69: About too workers, allegedly dismissed from service 
at the behest of CPI(M) staged a “dharna’ for 3, 
hours before the owners’ bungalow. 


20. Seipvra Grotty or Conttenres 


30.869: Five Officers were kept under confinement for seven 


3.9.60: A clash between workers of two parties took place 
and six persone were injured—two of them 


14.10.69! One person was killed and another injured when 
Supporters of the CPI(M) and the SSP clashed with: 
hombs and larhis. 


14.10.69: Another died and the total casualry mounted 
to two. Bombs were freely used along with daggars, 
spears and lathis during the clash on Monday, 13 
October 196). Two houses were burnt down. The 
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injured persona involved in Monday's incidents did 
not go to hospital ro avoid arrest. Another clash took 
place at Srecpur and Dighs colliery areas during the 
day, About 4 persons were stated to be injured ini 
that clash, Curfew was clamped on the area on the 
day. 


15,10.69: Tension continued in the Miga, Rana and Stipur 
Colliery areas for the third day, and a clash wok 
place when ane person was said to have been spear- 
ed. Orders u/s 144 were promulgated and curfew 
reimposed from evening, 20 burments in the area 
were burnt to ashes: Several houses were ransacked 
and bombs used. The management had to declare 
the closure of their three collicries., Rana, Sripur and 

. _ Nigha, employing roo workers owing to the in- 
creasing lawlessness in their collieries since Octo- 


her 13. 


16.10.69: Curfew was reimposed for the fourth consecutive day 
at a.m. in the Sripur Colliery arca with a break for 
an hour in the afternoon, Sripur group of four col- 
lieries were closed down rendering about 15000. peo- 
ple jobless. 


17.10.69: The disturbances cansed a large-scale exodus of the 
families of workers, Over i160 houses were burnt 
down and nearly a thousand workers rendered des 
titute. 


19.10.69: Following a fresh clash in which one person was 
injured a 17 houwrcurfew was reimposed. 
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22.10.69; “A reign of terror was ler loose hy CPI(M) workers 
in five collieries i.e, Sripur, Rana, Nimeha, East 
Nimcha and Niga, in a desparate elort to gain 
control over the workers uniéns. Mr. Sushil Dhara, 
Commerce and Industry Minister, West Bengal, on 
his return after visiting the affected areas, told 
newsmen at 4 conference that during his tour he had 
gathered that the CPI(M) workers had indulged in 
large-scale loot, arson, and murderous assaults on 
collicry workers. Three persons had been killed 
and 80 injured. One hundred houses had been burnt 
down and 250 houses looted. According to Mr. 
Dhara during the curfew hours abour zoo CPI(M) 
workers, wearing party badges and waiving party 
lags, attacked the Sripur workers’ colony with dead: 
ly weapons. The police did not take any action. 


2) Rana Coitiery - 
146.69: The Welfare Olficer was gheraoed for 2 hours and 


rescued on the strength of a search warrant. 


Septr, 69; One person succumbed to injuries sustained in a 
clash. 


48.69; Clash berween supporters of CPI(M) and SSP rook 
place in which one person was killed. 15 persons 
were arrested and sec, ray was promulpated. . 


Septr, 69- 8+ colliery workers were injured, 15 of them seri- 
ously, following a clash between supporters of differ- 


20.8.9 : 


1t,10.69 : 
26.10.69 : 
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ent partics, The Manager's office was attacked and 
damaged. Ramifayal Malla, stated to bea CPI sup- 
porter, one af the injured workers of the colliery, 
died in hospital. 


23. Parasea Coueny 
ii persons were hurt in a clash between. workers. of 


S5P and! CPI(M) recently here. One person stated 
to be supporter of CPI(M) was killed. 4 SSP leaders 


including §ri Ramanand Tewari, ex-Police Minister 


of Bihar and Prof. §. Aich, Chairman of W_ Bengal 
SSP, were arrested for holding a public meeting in 


Parasea Colliery defying sec. 144: They were re- 
leased later on. 


Four CPI(M) supporters were injured by bombs. 


Police fired to disperse a mob after a policemen 
was seriously assaulted. Twe injured: None was 
arrested. 


24. Kuas Duarmananny Coteny: 


One man was killed and three others seriously 
injured when a mob from a nearby village raided 
workers’ tenements at Khaz Dharmahandh Coli- 
liery, in which there has been intense rivalry 
between the old union and the newly formed union 
led by Mr, A. K. Roy, MLA CPI(M), for some 
time past, In course of the raid somebody fired 
4 gun as a result of which one man was. killed 
instantaneously and three received injuries, In a 
similar clash some time back another man was 
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killed in the same colliery. No arrests have beet 
made so far in connexion with August 2 clashes. 


25. Bacoicr Kojama Cottery 


248.69: Police arrested 42 persons belonping to Krantikari 
Koyla Mazdoor Sangh on 24 August in connexion 
with the recent disturbances at Bagdigi Rujama 
Colliery when a constable was injured as a resulr 
of bomb explosion. Sri Madanjit Singh, 5.P, 
Dhanbad has taken a serious view of this incident. 
Sri. KK. Rai, leader of the KKMS, who happens 
to he an MLA of BED condemned these mass 

. arrests hy police. 


+869: Mr. Rammitan Kahar, a CPI(M) worker of 
Haripur. Colliery was killed outside the East 
Chorah Colliery near Raniganj, following a clash 
between: nwo groups of workers alleged to be the 
supporters of the CPI(M) and the SSP. Police 
arrested 45 persons including the manager and the 
Labour Officer of the colliery and a prominent SSP 
leader of this aren, Mr. Basishtamun; Tewari. The 
CPI(M) leaders alleged that the clash was a sequc] 
to the efforts of the colliery owners to break the 
trade union movements in the collieries, 








Ramdeo. Singh, reporred to be a local CPI(M) 
worker, was killed and three other party workers 
were injured, i 


“2.9.69: 


20.9.65: 


22.9.69: 
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The Manager and four other officers were arrested 
mn cufnexion with the above incident, 

Abour s000 supporters of CPI(M) raided the office 
of the colliery in the night and smashed window 
panes, furniture and ransacked it defying the 
Magistrate and armed policemen posted there, 
Colliery operation suspended, 


28. Pure Srratrun Cotuery 


Following a clash between two groups of workers 
three were seriously injured and admitted to hos- 
pital. Several houses were looted, Two persons 
have been arrested, 


29, Easr Guannoonny Cortery 


A moh of nearly zoo persons made an unprovoked 
attack on workers’ tenements at the above Colliery 
when a colliery worker was brutally killed on the 
spot and another died in hospital and six others 
were injured, two seriously. [t is reported that the 
raid was made by hired goondas of the INTUC 
which was dislodged’ from the colliery by Kranti- 
kari Kovla Mazdoor Sangh, 


30. Niewa Cotreny 


: Alleged assault by CPI(M) supporters on an SSP 


Supporter who was reporting for duty after re- 
opening of the colliery. 


21.3,69: 


22.3.69° 


22.3.0); 


26.6.65: 


19.769: 
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31. 


Agent of a Colliery in Kulti was rescued hy Police 
after’9 hours’ gherao. 


33. Crmaxvrn Comery 


About 4o young men of Chinakuri village de- 
minded employment and stopped -all vehicular 
trafic on Chinakuri Road, including cars carrying 
personnel to the colliery. They dispersed at the 
intervention of Mr, Madhu Banerjee, Labour 
leader. 


33- Grant Cotiery 


5° young men from Kankhoya village, led by Gana 
Committee leaders, demanded employment for the 
unemployed and a school in the village to be pro- 
vided by the Company. 


200 villagers with red flags, with bombs, arrows 
and ‘stones, attacked a meeting of the recognized 
colliery Mazdnor Congress Union inside the com 
pound. 20 persons were injured, 





34. Lopna Coturentes Co, Lim. 


Mr. D. R. Chopra, CME, and some officers. were 
gheraved by 250 workers, 


( 373 ) 
35. Seansore Gorrimey 


May, 1969: Collicry Officer, Mr. Jha was gheraced by sno 


i 
i 


CPI workers for 49 hours, 


36. Baxnsmiuis Coriiery 


299-69: About 25 persons Jooted the doctor's quarters, 


11.10,6g: 


15.10.69: 


23.11.69: 


18 


Used bombs and other weapons. No arrest was 
mace. 


37- Bisweswan Tuvnpea Cotitery 


A clash took place between supporters of SSP and 
Congress in which four coal miners were injured. 


38. CHor, Conuery 


The Manager was gheraved for about 5 hours and 
rescued by police on the strength of a search 


30. Gimimentr Cotutery 


About 600 people, armed with bombs and spears 
attacked the workers’ dhowrahs, Ir is alleged that 
the attackers were followers of the CPI(M) and 
they came from neighbouring collicries, Nine 
houses were looted and two burnt down. Police 
used teargas and fired one round. One .person—— 
Dhaneswar Mahato—was killed and 26 others were 
injured, seven. of whom were sent to hospital, An 
inspector of police and two constables were also 


injured. 
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40.. East Cron, Cortery 


24.11.69: A worker, alleged to be a supporter of SSP, wits 


25.11.69: 


25.11.69: 


speared to death during an inter-party clash. The 
body of the worker, Sri Ram Prasail Ahir, was 
later recovered from a bush nearby, 


gi. Urrtr’ Duowran Cotiery 

A violent mob attacked Upper Dhowrmh where 
about 500 workers live. and bombs and guns were 
used by the raiders and the hurnients and paddy 
stacks had been put on fire. 

Lowen Dhownan Coutery 

A violent mob attacked and huts were burnt and 


houses were bombed: 


42. Nacs Kajora Jastaap Cocurny 


6.12.69: The Financial Manager was gheraoed for about 12 


21.12.69: 


hours by the workers of the wiliery and was res 
cued by the Police at about 9-36 P.M. 


43- Jone Janant Kas Courenr 
Colliery reportedly remains completely stopped 


‘since 21.12.69 because, CPI(M) followers from out- 


side have cut ditches on the quarry roads to pre- 
vent movement of coal by road which is the only 
means of despatch of coal from the colliery, with 


ta 


28.12.69: 


48.12.69: 


Pist.7o: 


111.40" 


(i ae) 


nm view to establish their union by ousting the 
Forward Block controlled labour union in the col- 
licry recognised since a long time, 


44 Sana Conriery 


The manager of the colliery was gheraoed by 
CPI(M) followers and released ar 8-30 P.M. by ‘the 
leaders, 


45 Nac’s Kajona Jameap Cotutrry (See Sl. 42 also) 


The Manager was gheraoed in the open for nine 
hours and released on the strength of a starch 
warrant. [n the face of the continued intimidation 
by rowdy elements the loyal workers are not in a 
position to take the responsibility of running the 
mine and consequently the normal work in the 
collicry had to be suspended from the first shift 
Le, 8 am, of the 18th December 1969. 


46, Parmonana Coiutery 


A group of abour 50 people attacked the miners’ 
colony and bunit bombs. The police were not 
arresting the alleged raiders or starting any inyesti- 


47. Basracotta Coruiery 
Clash occurred between two groupe of people and 


lathis and spears were used. Eight persona were 
injured. | 


12.1;70% 


2.1.70: 
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48. Guunminr CoLurery 


Bombs exploded and about three stalls were ser on 
fire. A police picket has been guarding the mine 


49. Benavke Conieny 


Colliery closed down in view of the consistent and 
sustained illegal activities of the workmen affecting 
the morale of the supervisory staff and go-slow 
tactics adopted by the workmen, Sec. 144 was pro- 
mulgated on 3,170. 


so, Ramexacore Coriery 


108,90: The Labour Welfare Officer was beaten with lathis 


while he wat returning home. He was beaten ull 
he lost hhis-sensés. Two persons were arrested in 
this connection. 


st. Norra Jasman Cotrteny 


January 1970: The proprictor and his son were made to 


stand in the field from 7 P/M. to ¢ A.M. hy the 


workers of the colliery demanding reinstatement ot 
a ‘retrenched worker and the introduction of a 





January 1970: Workers of the colliery under the leadership 


of CPI(M) gheraoed the agent of the establishment 


for more than 12 hours at night when the electric 
fans were kept open at full speed. 
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53. Nimctts Couumrr 


30 January 1970: The manager of the colliery was gheraoed 
by the workers belonging to the CPI(M)}<controlled 
Colliery Mazdoor Sabha demanding full imple- 
mentation of the Wage Board recommendations. 


54 AmoOra CoLiirer 


30 January 1970: The manager of the colliery was gheraoed 
by the workers belongmg to the CPI(M)-controlled 
Colliery Mazdoor Sabha demanding full imple 
mentation Of the Wage Board recommendations. 


55. Jateap Kajora Conurry 


1 February 1970: The Manager of the colliery was gheraded 
hy the workers who was rescued by the Police, 


go. Corexxa Kajyona Coruitry 


2 February 1970: Two volunteers of the Ukhra Zone Workers 
Union began a hunger strike demanding reinstate- 
ment of +7 workers retrenched by the management. 


sj. Kuaskenna Cortrrr 


7tjo: The acting manager and four other officials of the 
colliery were under gherao since morning by 2 
group of CPI(M}led workers till publishing, of the 
report in the Amrita Bazar Patrika dated 9.2.70, 





( 278 ) 


58. Parmouans Contery 


102,70: Four people were killed and seven others injured in 
a ficrée ight between two proups of workers of the 
colliery belonging to CPT and CPI(M), wherein guns 
were used. A constable of the Police picket there 
received a gunshot injury, Seven people were 
arrested and onders-under Section 44 Cr.P.C. were 
promulgated. | 


M. Symposium on rae Coan Mixtne INnpusrry/ 1969-70. 


In order to undertake a comprehensive atmudy of the 
various aspects of the Coal Mining Industry through a num- 
her of symposia at different centres of the coalficlds, a Coal 
Symposiuni Commirtee/ig6q-7o organized by the Mining, 
Geological and Metallurgical Institute of India, Joint Work- 
ing Committee of the Indian Mining Association, Indian 
Mining Federation. Indian Colliery. Owners’ Association and 
M. P, & Vidarbha Mining Association, was constituted as 
follows :— 

Shri RG. Deo, Chairman Director General of Mines — 

safety, Dhanbad. 





Shri R. Lall, Vice-Chair- 
man Indian Mining Association. 
Shri & L. Chakravorty, Mining Adviser, Govt. of 
Honorary Secretary. West Bengal. 


shri A. EK. Mustafy, 
Hony. Finance Secre- 


tary Macniell & Barry Lid. 
Shri M. Das, 
Hony, Treasurer, Secretary, Indian Mining 
z Federation. 


Shri P. K. Gulia Ray, 
Assistane Secretary Joint. Working Committee. 
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Memibers:- 


Shr D. C. Driver 


Shri R. Maulik 
Shri V. K. Poddar 


Shri B. L. Agarwalla 
Shri J. N. Daga 

Shi K. &. R. Chari 
Shri C. Balram 

Shri R. N. Sharma 
Shri G, S..Marwaha 
Shri S. Bagehi 

Shri B. R. Marwaha 


Shri P. K. Ghosh 


Shri D, N. Sett 


President, Coal Consumers’ 
Association of Indis, 
Jardine Henderson Led. 
Chuitman, Indian Mining 
Federation, 
President, Indian Colliery 
Owners’ Association. 
President, M, P, & Vidarbha 
Mining Association. 


Coal Mining Adviser, 
Government of India, 


Director, National Coal Dev. 


Corporation Led. 

Tata Iron & Steel Co, Ltd. 
Director of Mines Safery, 
Government of India. 

Dy. Director, Central Fuel 
Research [nstitute, Dhanbad. 
Superintendent (Planning), 
Bengal Coal Co, Lrd. 
Hony. Secretary, Mining, 
Geological & Metallurgical 
Institute of India, 





Hony, Treasurer, Mining, 
Geological & Metallurpi- 
cal Inst. of India. 
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It was felt thar for the last few years the Coal Industry 
in the country had been passing through a critical stage, 
The demand did not come up to the expectation, -produc- 
tion had practically stagnated with mounting pithead stocks, 
incressing labour wages and considerable unutilized capa- 
city. Heavy indebtedness has destroyed the ability of the 
industry for absorbing an increase in the cost of production. 
With such a situation of stagnant demand and increased 
‘cost Of-all fronts, mechanization, the only logical solution 
to high costs and the only means to survival in this. com- 
petitive market, is dificult to think of Decontrol from rigid 
control and sheltered market hud thrown the industry into 
a state of nervous tmcertainty. Against this background 2 
decision was taken to make a thorough study of all aspects 
of the industry with a definite aim in view, The problems 
of the coal industry are varied, complicated and at times 
baffling. Some of them are our own cteation and some are 
inherent and unavoidable. This is why it was decided to 
bring together on ‘3 common plitform all knowledpeable 
persons, organizations and Government departments. who 
have something tw do with coal so that through discussion 
2 consensus might be. worked out ro lift the industry out of 
the morass of stagnation, The objective of the Symposium 
ist) garner the collective wisdom of entrepreneurs, engi- 
neeri, techntlogists, administrators and planners. 





Subsequently, the Coal Bourd, the Institution of Engi- 
neers (India) and the National Coal Development Corpora- 
tion Ltd. were also enlisted as: cosponsors of Sym- 
posium. The firse Symposium was held on 23 Aueust 1969 
in the Birla Industrial and Technological Museum Audi- 
torium and inaugusrated by Sti Jagannath Rao, Minister of 
State for Mines & Metals, Ministry of Petroleum & Chemi- 
cals and Mines & Metals, Government of India. The main 
subject wae "Future Prospects & Perspective’ and four 
papers were presented under this heading. on: 
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(1) Future Demand of Coal in India—Projection upto 
i§8o, (2) Place of Coal in Energy Development, (3) Uniiza- 
on Parrern—Trenda in the Pattern of Coal usages in India 
—Preent & Future and (4) Transport and Rationalized 
Movement of Coal. Shri V. K, Poddar, Chairman, repre- 
senting the Joint Working Committec, presented a paper on 
Mine at the above Symposium.- 


The inaugural session of the Symposium was held under 
the Presidentship of Shri Sushil Kimmar Dhara, Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, Government of West Bengal, in 
Calartta in the meeting hall of the Indian Chamber of 
Commerce & Indutsry. The session was inaugurated by 
Shri Ajoy Kumar Mukherjee, Chicf Minister of West 
Bengal. At the above session three illuminating papers were 
presented by (1) Shri K. K. Ray, Chairman, Coal Board and 
Coa] Controller on “Cokimpy Coal for Metallurgical Con- 
summers’, (2) Shri Bhaskar Mitter, Chairman, Andrew Yule 
& Co, Ltd, on “Problems of Coal Mining Industry’ and 





(3) Dr. A. Lahiri, Director, Central Fucl Research Institute 


on ‘Role of Coal in Energy Pattern of India’. The Syposium 
bis been tentatively divided into six eessions: (r) Future 
Prospects & Perspective, (2) Problems of Production & Deve- 
Topment, (3) Problems of Coking Coal, (4) Human Aspect. 
(5) Problems of Marketing & Ufrilization of Non-coking 


‘Coal and finally (6) Finance. 


When all the seassions are over and discussions 
an Editorial Committee would draw up a report and make 
penonal recommendations. The report of the Editorial 
mmitte: would be subjected to scrutiny of the debate at 








vee concluding session before publication of the procecdings. 


The Second Symposium on the Coal Mining Industry 
was held on s1 and 22 November 1969 at Dishergarh Club. 


Shri R. H. Mody, Resident Director of M/s, Tata Iron & 
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Steel Co, Led, who was the Chief Guest, inaugurated the 
session, About joo delegares from all parts of India 
attended the two-vlay session of the Symposium, The main 
subject discussed was the Problems of Production and Deve— 
lopment of Coal Mining Industry. Altogether twenryone 
papers were read and discussed at the above Symposium, 
These subjects covered Costs, Mechanization, Machinery and 
Spares, Land and Land Sub-soil and Surface, Management 
Aspect, Controls—statutory or otherwise, output per man- 
shift, Production Target and Role of Research, Sri H. N- 
Mookherjee, Vice-Chairman, representing the [.W.C, pre- 
sented a paper on “Cost Study in Coal Mining Industry”. 
sri N. B. Lall Singha, Ex-Chairman and a Committee Mem- 
ber of the Federation, representing the J.W.C., also presented 
a paper on “Land SubSoil and Surface”, 


The Third Symposium will he held ar Dhanbad and 
papers will be presented mainly on problems of coking coal 
covering the following subjects: — 

', Production 

3. Conservation and Stowing 

5- Beneficiation 

4. Utilization 

The Fourth Symposium is scheduled to be held at 
Ranchi in January 1970 to deal with the subject of “Haman 
Aspect" unter which the papers ot the follawing will be 
presented :— 

Le Safety. 

2, (a) Training & Education (Senior Grade). 

(b) ‘Training & Edueation (Subordinate Grade}. 
Sociological Aspect—Present and Future Pattern. 





ry 
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The Fifth Symposium is scheduled to be held at Nagpur 
in February 1970 under the main heading ‘Problems of Mar- 
keting & Utilization of Non-coking Coal’ under which the 
papers on the following subjects will be presented;— 

1. Marketing including export. 

2. Utilization. 


3. Diversification of Use and Creation of Demand. 
The Sixth session will be held in Calcutta the date of 
which has nor yet been fixed tm) discuss the subject of 
‘Finance’ under which the papers on the following will be 
presented ;-— 
1. Present Day Problems. 


Tt) 
. 


Financing Future Developments. 
3, Royalry, Cess & Taxes, 


The concluding session will be held ar New Delhi wu» 
finalize discussions on the draft report of the Editorial Com- 
mittee. The Presentation Ceremony will be held in Calcutta 
for presentation of the Commemoration Volume to different 
Government departments, institutions and organizations. 


The actual dates and address of future sessions will be 
fixed and notified later on, 


WN Rest ror Svreace Lanp m Coat, BEsninc 
Angas i Bran ay THe Stare GovenNMenr. 


Most of the collieries in Bihar have heen working under 
pre-ro4q Jeases which contained provisions for the colliery 
owners to hold and use surface lands as required at rates of 
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rent specified in the respective leases, For the purposes of 
inining coal large areas af surface lands are required for 
hailage, tram lites, surface machinery, coal stacks, colliery 
workshops, buildings, labours quarters. hospitals, ete. Set 
Hement of these Jands was done in some cases by registered 
deeds separately fram the underground mining rights and the 
rents were usually moderate. In other cases though there was 
no settiement in respect of the surface lands, the colliery 
owners were entitled to use these lands by virtue of the under- 
ground coal tining leases. 


After the introduction of the Bihar Land Reforms Act, 
1950, the working collieries became direct lessees of the Gov- 
eernment Of Bihar, paying royalty rt the Government. ‘The 
terms und conditims of the leases are governed by Caulse 2 
‘of Section to of the Bihar Land Reforms Act which were the 
‘Same as those of the subsisting leases; The State Goovrnment 
however has been assessing rent for land occupied by collieries 
at exorbitant rates in contravention of this Act on the ground 
thar the land was being used for commercial purposes. “The 
surface lands were being separately treated from the coal 
mining leases and Circle Officers were demanding unusually 
high rents for such surface lands in addition to the rent bring 
collected by the District Mining Officers: 


The Stare Goyernment of Bihar in. arbitrarily announc- 
ing the ront for surface lands has not taken into account the 
fact that the tise of surface Jand for colliery purposes was an 
integral part of mining operations and could not be separated 
from the general terms and conditions of the leases govern- 
dng the operarions of mines, The demand for high rents for 
the use of surface lands had been worrying the Coal Industry 
in Bihar for quite some time and representations made to the 
State Government withour any effect. The above subject was 
‘disctissed at the first meeting of the FICCL SubCommittce 
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for Minerals including Coal held at New Delhi on 24 July 
16g, and it was decided that the FICCI should address an 
appropriate communicition to the Government of Bihar as 
well as to the Government of India, Ministry of Mines and 
Metals, It was further decided that the matter should also. 
he placed before the Standing Committee of the Coal Advi-. 
sory Council 10 be held in September 1969, Accordingly, the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry 
made a mpresentation in its letter No. FL 78s52/SMF/3(1) 
dated B. 8. &) to the Chief Secretary, Government of Bihar, 
Patna. 








The subject was taken up for discussion at the second 
meeting Of the Standing Committee of the Coal Advisory 
Council ‘held at New Delhi on 5..9. 69 when it was stated by 
the representatives of the State Government of Bihar that as 
far-as the surface rent in respect of lands covered by Sections 
g. 10 and t1 of the Bihar Land Reforms Act was concerned, 
increase would be made cither by agreement berween the two 
parties or in case of failure to come to agreement, by reference 
to the Mines Tribunal. The State Government would be 
adopting this procedure, The pending demanils for surface 
rent would also be modified according to the new instructions. 
In view of the clarification given by the State Government 
there was no further discussions on the subject. 


_ Shri G. LL. Bansal, Secreary-General, Federation of Indian 
Chambers ‘of Commerce and Hala! wrote a D.O, letter 
No. F. rog84/SMF/3(1) dated 1. 1969, to Shri N, C. 
Shrivastava, Secretary to the Goieroaiset of India, Depart- 
ment of Mines & Metals, Ministry of Petroleum & Chemicals 
and Mines & Metals, New Delhi, emphasizing the need for 
clear instructions being given by the State Government to the 
Jocal Mining Officers on the lines of the decision of the. 
Standing Committee of the Coal Advisory Council. Shri 
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MG. L. Bansal also addressed a similar letter to the Chief 
Secretary, Government of Bihar, Patna, to issue quickly 
Sttitable instructions to the focal Mining Officers for collection 
of surface rent in accordance with the above decision. 


O, Issve op Centivicares to Conurry Ownnes ror 
Iswlemesxtarion or tHE Wace Boarp 


It may be recalled thar Sn V. K. Poddar, Chairman, 
pointed out: at a tripartite meeting held between the Coal 
Industry, Labour and the Government on the jath August, 
1968, that Sri Jaisukhlal Hahti, the then Minister for Labour 
& Rehabilitation, New Delhi, had ‘confirmed that those vol- 
lieries who had entered into mutual agreement with. their 
labour and their Unions on the various aspects of the im- 
pleincnration of the Wage Board Recommendations would be 
treated as having implemented the recommendations of the 
Wage Bourd. It was further pointed our that this policy of 
the Governmenr was also confirmed by Sn P. ©. Mathews, 
Secretary to the Ministry of Labour. 


Th the course of correspondence between the Federation 
and the Ministry of Labour on thix issue, the Federation's 
Chairman was advised by Sri Sukla, Director of Industrial 
Relations, in his letter No. W-.B, 16(42)/68 dated 30 Novem- 
ber 1969, that necessary instructions had heen issued to the 
Field Officers for issue of certificates. It however appeared 
that the instructions were not clear since certificates were 
betray issued only to those collieries who had implemented the 
‘recommendations fully. 


During the meeting with the representatives of the Coa! 
on 15 Jilly 1969, the discussions centred round the 
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issuc of certificates to managements who had either fully 
implemented the recommendations of the Wage Board or 
dmplementred mest of the trecommendations- in consultation 
and in full agreeement duly signed with the labour union 
who, in consideration of the difficult economic conditions in 
any particular colliery, had agreed tw accept partial imple. 
mentation which in most cases was nearly complete imple 
mentation with minor variations, Sri Jaisukhlal Hathi also 
confirmed that aa long as agreements Had been signed with 
the uninons affilinted to the centrally recognized: trade union 
or with an independent trade union having a majority of 
following st the collieries they would be accepted by the 
Government. | 





CLIN 





Recalling the above assurance given from time to time by the 
Minister of Labour, Sri V. K. Poddar addressed a 1.0, letter 
dited 5 August 1969 to Sri Jaisukhalal Hathi, Minister for 
Labour & Rehabilitation, drawing bis attention to the fact 
that many of the coal companies had entered into- and signed. 
agreements with the recognized unions in the preserice of the 
Regional Labour Commissicners. concerned and had. applied 
to the Ministry for the issue of certificates. Pointing out that 
some of the applications had heen pending for a long time, 
the Chairman requested the Minister to kindly check up this 
matter and give necessary instructions for the early issuance 
vf certificates:to those whose agreements were found in order. 
Tt was alio pointed out in the letter that the Railway Boand 
had recently called for tenders with a condition that certifi- 
cates from the Regional Labour Commissioners would be 
required to be filed with the Railway within two and a half 
months from the date af the receipt of the orders by the coal 
companies. The RECs would therefore be receiving a large 
bunch of applications for issuance of such certificates regard- 
ing implementation of the Wage Board tecommendations ‘and 
nnless the procedure of scrutiny and issuance of certificates 
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Was simplified it might perhaps not be possible to receive 
certicates in time in respect of collieries who had fully im- 
plemented the Wage Board recommendations and/or had 
entered jnte agreements with their Labour on jmplementstion 
af most of the recommendations. The Chairman urged mn his 
letter that the Government should appreciate that the basic 
purpose of resorting 10 a Wage Board, rather than. statutes, 
was tO encolrage payment of wages through recommenda- 
tions of a joint body and to create more harmony and en 
courage mutual ¢isciussions and agreements between the 
managements and labour, whereby both could appreciate cach 
other's difficulties and come to o satisfactory settlement so 
that peace and harntony could be maintained. Sri Hans Raj 
Chhabra, Under Secretary to the Government of India, Minis- 
try of Labour & Rehahilitation (Department of Labour & 
Employment) in his letrer No. WB-16(35)/69 dated 29 October 
1969, addressed to the Chairman of the Federation, stared thar 
necessary instructions had been issued to the Regional Labour 
Commissioners for expediting the disposal of cases relating 
to issuance of implementation certificates pending with them. 

In view of the fact thar many supplying collieries, who 
had implemented the Wage Board recommendations and/or 
entered info agreements with their registered unions regari- 
ing the implementation of most of the recommendations of 
the Wage Board. had applied for the required certificate to 
their respective Regional Labour Commissioner (C), but owing 
to the minute scrutiny required for issuing such certificate 
they could nor obtain them for submission in to the 
Railway Board. The Committee of the Federation at its 
meeting held on 1 December 1969 considered the above auli- 
ject and suggested that the Joint Working Cominittre should 
he requested to make a representation to the Railway Board 
for extension of time till 5 February 1970 for furnishing the 
Wage Board implemenration. certificates: Accordingly — the 
JWC made a representation to the Secretary, Railway Board, 
in its letter No. 73/49/1164 dated 5 December 1969 asking 
for extension of time atleast up to 15 February 1970. 











al 
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P F.OR Paces or Coat 


The F.O.R. prices of coal of different grades, paid by the 
Railways and Hindustan Steel Ld., as on 1 October s969 are 


given below: 


Prices paid by the Railways : 
Grade: 


Selected ‘A’ 
Sclected ‘B’ 
Selected 
Grade 1/H 
Grade [/HH. 


Prices paid by the Steel Plants: 
Grade. 


(Per tonne F.O.R. Colliery) 


(Steam) 
Rs. 39.09 
Rs. 37.62 


—— 


Rs. 44.26 
Rs, 20. 55 


Steam, 


Ris. 39.07 


Rs. 38.99 
Rs. 38.01 


Rs. 36.53. 


Rs. 36.04 
Rs. 45.30 
Rs. 34.5) 
Re 34.58 


Outlying. 


(Steam) 


Res. 38.19 
Rs. 32.87 


Shick. 
Rs, 38.95 
Rs, 37.96 
Rs. 36.99 
Rs. 35.50) 
Rs, 35.00 | 
Rs. 44.27 
Rs. 33.77 
Rs. 33.53 
Is. 31.61 | 
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©: Quanrerey Mrenscs wre tHe Dimecrog, Trarric 
(Transportation) anp MosTity Mertincs wit 
rux Jorer Diaecron, Traneporranion (Coat), 
Rauwayr Boagn. 


The first quarterly meeting was held on 24 January 196) 
at Calcutta. 


Sri V. K. Poddar, Chairman, and Sn Pritamlal A. Chan- 
chani, representing the Indian Mining Federation at the 
meeting, complained that the Railways were im effect meting 
out preferential treatment to the public sector collieries on 
the plea of enabling them to complete commitments for load- 
ing of loco coal for the Railways, 


The Director, Traffic (Transportation) pointed out that 
the impression thac the Railways were giving preferential 
treatment to public secror collieries was not correct. Regard- 
ing movement of coal ro the South, he pointed out thar in 
the context of the higher targets of coal production, loading 
would naturally have to be diversified and more and more 
coal for outlying areas must be loaded from the outlying 
fields, for example, for Southern India from the Singareni 
and Talcher collieries and for Wert India from the 
C.LC (Korea-Rewaj and the Pench & Chanda fields. Tins was 
already the planned. pattern and there was nothing new in 
this, So Jong as the requisite type of coal was available in the 
outlying fields, industrics, which were already Imked to 
Bengal and Bihar coal on proper certification, would conti- 
nue to receive that coal and there was no question of allow- 
ing such industries: to shut down. 


which had gone on to oil some years ago and had switched 
back to coal, should-receive their coal from Bengal and Bihar 


Sn Chanchani wanted that the industries in Saurashtra, 
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fields, as they did in the past. He stated that the old linkages 
should be restored if the canstumer sa wanted and felr that 
on the plea of the Rationalization Scheme Railways were en- 
couraging coal movement to these areas from the outlying 
fields which was not fair'to the collieries in the Bengal and 
Bihar fielels, 


D.T.T. explained that there had necessarily to be ration- 
alized pattern, Industries in Gujarat and Saurashtra were 
already receiving coal from the outlying fields and ir was not 
possible to switch this movemenr to Bengal and Bihar fields. 
He reiterated that in the context of higher and higher targets, 
Joading would have to be rationalized and more and more 
coal for outlying areas must move from outlying fields, un- 
Jess technical considerations required temporary relaxations. 


Sti Chanchani stated that the Railways should try and 
increase the train loads for rakes via Waltair to 4o Boxes both 
for public and loco coal in the interest of better movement 
via that route, D.T.T. agreed to have the feasibility examin- 
ed by Joinr Director, ‘Trans, (Coal) in consultation with the 
Southern and South Central Railways, 


Sri Chopra of LM.A. and Sri Chanchani Miggested thar 
the Railways should review their Rationalization Scheme 
and should not be guided by considerations other than 
Maximizing transport availability, DTT. stated that the 
matter of revising the Rationalization Scheme had been 
dealt with even prior to decontrol and a special committee 
Was appointed which either could ‘not meet or could not 
come tO a unanimous understanding, He stated tharir was 
not possible to carry coal from anywhere to anywhere and 
thar a certain amount of rationalizarion was necessary. In 
considering deviations from the Rationalization Scheme, the 
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Railways would naturally take into consideration the interest 
of maximum transport availability. 





Sri Poddar suggested rhat in the matter of authorizing 
irrational movement of coal, the recommendations of DG. 
T.D. should be called for and accepted by the Railways as 
final. D.T.T, stared that the Railways would prefer verifica- 
tion and certification through their own technical sources, 
Sri Poddar reiterated that D.G,.T.D, was the competent 
authority and its recommendations should be accepted, 
DTT. did not agree, but stated that the suggestion of Sri 
Podilar would be duly considered. 


Sri Chanchani stated that the Railways should nor make 
changes in the zonal rationalization scheme without consult- 
ing the Industry. D.T.T. reiterated what he stated earlier and 


said that it was. common knowledge that the matter had been 
under discussion for long, even prior to decontrol and thar 


the Industry and Trade had nor been able to come to a 
common understanding, In the circumstances, he stated: that 
the Railways would review and. revise the Rationalization 
‘Scheme to the exrent considered necessary, in the best interest 
of maximizing rail transport of coal and that this would be 
in accordance with the decisions already taken in the past 
that the outlying areaz must receive coal increasingly from 
the outlying fields. He stated thar this was inevitable in the 
context of higher targets for coal production and movement, 





On enquiry from the Trade regarding the likely pattern 
of coal loading in 1969, D.T-T. stated that the position was 
encouraging inasmuch as loading hal heen comparatively 
good even in those months in which there was norm: ally diffi. 
culty owing to slack demands or die to the rigours of winter: 
He hoped that the movement in the coming months woulil 
be good unless affected by any unforeseen events, °° 
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D.T.T. stated that the rabi crop this year was expected 
to be even better than last year's and this was all to the good 
ofthe country, He hoped, however, that the difficulties which 
arose last year would not arise to that extent and that the 
matter was under constant review by the Ministry of Food 
& Agriculture, and that the experience of last year would 
stand us in good stead this year, He concluded, however, 
that the details of the movement patterns of this year’s rabi 
crop had still to be determined. 


D.T.T. stared that there were reports of the misleading 
of slack coal against allotment of soft coke and that this. was 
apparently being done to utilize the special facilities enjoyed 
by soft coke viz. piecemeal movement to box-ft stations anil 
to Stations within a radius of 25 Kms. of such stations. He 
was of the opinion that as other types of coal were being 
loaded against allotments of soft coke either the demand for 
soft coke did not exist or there was misuse and that the quota 
should be reduced to the level of 400 as prior to the meeting 
held in August Jast year, and that this appeared to be the 
actual level of demani. 


DT.T. requested the Trade to accept and give trial to 
the scheme for collierywise soft coke quotas worked out by 
the Joint Director, Trans. (Coal), in consultation with the 
Industry which had worked well in the case of hard coke: 


Sri V. K. Poddar and Sri Chanchani on behalf of the 
Joint. Working Committee supported the proposal for a 
collierywise quota stating that the Joint Working Committee 
represented the biggest sector of the soft coke producing 
collieries and desired that the. Railways implement the 
scheme which was acceptable to the majority, even though 
there might not be unanimity, There was agitated discus- 
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sion. on the subject and D-T.T. concluded the discussion’ by 
saying that the scheme of collicrywise quotas might be given 
atrial as worked out by the Joint Director, Trans. (Coal) 
after a.mecting held to discuss the subject, failing which the 
facilitive given for movement of soft coke in May 1969 should 
be withdrawn. 


Sarbasri V, K. Poddar and Chanchani suggested that to 
the extent that there was a shortfall in loading for steel and 
Wwisheries, the quotas for other consumers should be raised, 
D-T-T. stated that the pretent target of 6600 and its consumcer- 
wise break-up could he revised only on receipt of firm indi- 
cation of assessment of demand during the 4th Plan period. 
Meanwhile, the present target appeared adequate, Once the 
target loading was achieved on a sustained basis; the question 
of upward revision of the target would be considered, 


Sti Chanchani suggested that the target movement above 
Moghalsarai should be 2500 wagons. He also suggested an 
increase in the total target of loading in Bengal-Bihar field 
from 6600 Wagons to 7100 wagons daily as per following 
direction-wise distribution: — 


Directions. EF. Railway, S.E. Railway. ‘otal 
Above Mughalsarai 2450 150 2500 
Below Mughalsarai 550 
Industrial Arca thoo | 1600 4600 
Down Country B50 

Total: 5350 1750 7100 


The C.O.PS,, Eastern Railway, said that the so-called 
System of arrear supply had developed on account of an 
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understanding between the local railway officers and collicrics 
as a result of which the wagons were supplied late but earher 
than in the event of declared short supply, In his view in 
conl loading variations between allotment and supplies of the 
order of 2 to 3% a day, was inescapable, as allocment was 
“made on the anticipatory availability of empties 24 hours in 
advance. 


D.T.T said that it was desirable to ensure that the allot- 
ment conformed, by and large, to wagon availability, He 
decided that (a) the loading Railways should examine feasi- 
bility of a second placement to make good shortfall in supply 
and sturly implications on this proposal from the point of 
view of free time, pilot availability, etc, (b) if arrear supply 
was made up within 24 hours from the due date and time, 
no intimation. to the colliery was required but if the supply 
was given later than this period telephonic information should 
be given by the Yard Master, 


The Industry represented that in the event of Railways 
failing to meet their own short supplies even on the 7th day, 
collicries should mot be penalized by lapsing the same. 
D:T.T. decided that wagons short-supplied on the 7th day on 
Railway account should not be lapsed but should be made 
good within the month. 


Sri V..K. Poddar said thac if against box rake programme 
four-wheelers were supplied, the free time for boxes should be 
applicable, D.T-T. said that the only case where four-wheelers 
were deliberately supplied was in Dn. ASN. [I] where the 
pilot waited to draw the load. He had now instructed 
Eastern Railway thar a second pilot should be introduced, tf 
need be, but deliberate substitution of box wagons by four- 
wheelets in this particular case to reduce free time should be 
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avoided. sbout other cases; D-T.T, said that the type uf 
rolling stock supplied determined the free time granted. 
Since box wagons enjoyed higher free time, the proportion of 
box wagons determined the free time. D.T.T, said in the 
present time Railway Board did nor favour any relaxation of 
free time, as this was not feasible. The Industry desired that 
the matter should be reconsidered by the Board. 


The next meeting was held at Nagpur on 22 May 1969. 
Most of the discussions ar the meeting centred on difficulties 
of collieries and consumers in the CLC, Korba, Orissa and 
Pench and Chanda fields, 


An important point of general interest to Bengal / Bihar 
collieries raised at the mecting was soft coke quotas. A sug 
gestion was made for the introduction of a collierywise quota 


for the movement of soft coke on the lines of quotas jntro- 


duced for hard coke. This was opposed by the representa 
tives Of the Soft Coke Producers Collieries Association, 


Sti Agarwala raised the question af introducing a colliery. 
wise quota for movement of soft coke on the lines of quotas 
introduced for hard coke. The representative of he Soft Coke 
Producers Collieries’ Association, Sti M .P. Nararig, opposed 
hia acheme. Sri Narang stated thar it was not possible to 
distritiite even yoo wagons per day to all the collieries in 
Jharia fields, whereas there were more than yoo collieries. It 
would create inequity and even if each soft coke producing 
colliery got one wagon: each, nobody would be ficients. Eee 
further stated that the quota system would not encourage free 
production and distribution of soft coke, 


\¥ 
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DT.T, stared that the matter had been discussed in 
earlier meetings also, in which whereas the other Associations 
had urged the introduction of such a stheme, the §.C_P.C_A. 
liad opposed it, and that it was decided to leave it te the 
railways to take a final decision. A decision would be com- 
municated by the railways in due course, 


The next meeting was held in Calcutta on 11 September 
1969, 


Sr B, i. Agarwalla of LC.O.A, drew the attention of the 
Director, Traffic (Trans.) and other members to 1 under 
the heading “Two-pilot rakes” at page 10 of the minutes of 
the quarterly mecting held on 24.1.69 in which it was agreed 
that the Jr. Director, T. (Coal), should hold monthly meeting 
—one in Asansol and another in Dhanhad—so that the 
problem of formation of two-pilot rakes could be settled. He 
however regretted that no-such mecting had been held so far. 
It was agreed that Jt, Director, T (Coal), would organize this 
soon in consultation with the Chief Operating Superintendent, 
Eastern Railway. The two micetings proposed would be held 
before the end of October tofic. 


Sri Sirkar of TMLA, pointed out thar « circular No, 
AG, 3051/53 dated 22.8.69 had been issued by the Coal Area 
Superintendent, Dhanbad, to Munki, Ray, Churi and Dakra- 
bukbuka Collieries intimating thar when any box wagan 
loatied by the colliery was found overloaded beyond = tonnes 
of the marked carrying capacity, the entire box rake includ- 
ing the overloaded box wagons would be returned to the cal 
liery siding for adjustment of the overloaded eval or coke for 
which demttrage for the entire rake would be levied. He 
stated that ir would cause great financial loss ro the collieries, 
as they would not only pay demurrage but also lose further 
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allotment till the rake was drawn out after adjustment. Sri 
Chanchani of I.M.F. stated that the circular was a deviation 
from the Coal Tariff rules which clearly stated that such over- 
loading should be adjusted at the weighbridges and not in 


The Chief Operating Sperintendent, Eastern Railway, 
explained that the overloading of box wagans by collieries 
had been increasing and in spite of all efforts made to bring 
the position under control, the results had mot been encourag- 
ing. Coal loading was being stepped up progressively and if 
the incidence of overloading was not checked, the Railway 
yard would be cluttered up with wagons awaiting adjustment 
and this would seriously affect loadimg, This circular was 
issued only in relation to the collieries situated near Ray 
station itself where the placement of the rake for adjustment 
in the colliery siding would not pose any problem. 


The Director, Traffic (Trans.) drew the attention of the 
members to the potential danger in over-loaded wagons going 
undetected and littl: care on the pirt of the collieries should 
solve the problem. Regarding the enforcement of the provi- 
sions of the circular issued by the Coal Area Superintendent, 
each case would have to be dealt with on its merits and the 
Chief Operating Superintendent, Eastern Railway, would deal 


The LMF. had requested inclusion in the agenda of the 
question of suspension of wagon supplics on account of deten- 
tion of wagons, Speaking on this subject, Sn Worah of 
LMF, stated that wagon supplies were being stopped in 
ecttain ‘colliery sidings over a number of days because the 
talliery had detained wagons in the colliery siding beyond 
the free time, He stated that detention of wagons in colliery 
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sidings occurred due to several reasons, for example, machi- 
hery break-down, temporary staff trouble or any other factor 
beyond the control of a colliery, When wagons were thus 
detained, they paid demurrage on the wagons and the day's 
tlotment was also short supplied. No colliery would detain 
wagons wriless absolutely unavoidabe. The Railways should 
hot impose very severe penalty over and above this, by 
stopping wagons supplies to the sidings over a protracted 
period. Sri Chanchani stated that one of the reasons when 
wagons had to be detained in the sidings was continuous 
allotment of steam coal only instead of giving steam and slack 
allotments proportionately. 


The Director, Traffic (Trans.), stated thar the members. 
would agree with him that persistent non-utilization of wagons 
supplied to the collieries would result in the loss of loading 
capacity affecting the overall coal movement. Such cases had 
to betaken up. Occasional defaults were condoned, He 
stated thar collieries could always put forward the reasons for 
detention of wagons in their sidings te the Divisional Super- 
intendent concerned and the course of action would be decided 
on the merits of each indivinal case, 


The Director, Traffic (Trans,) stated that owing to avail- 
ability of sufficient empty wagons, the Railways at present 
would nor impose any quota system for movement of soft 
coke. But when the situation warranted, the quota system 
would have to be introduced on the basis of the production 
capacity of soft coke producing collieries, but monthly quota 
would be! given instead of daily quota. 


Sri Worah stated thar two years back, the Chairman, 
Railway Board, in course of his meeting with the Coal Trade 
advised Railways to review the Siding Agreements, but no 
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action had ll now been taken by Eastern and South Eastern 
Railways. The Chief Operating Superintendents, Eastern and 
South Eastern Railways, were requested ro do the needful 


early, 


Sn Worah further stated that the Weight Only system 
‘on third party account was being abolished at the instance of 
‘the Commercial Directorate of the Railway Board, although 
this practice had been there in the coalfields for many years. 
Jt. Director, Trans. (Coal), stated that this matter was under 
reference to the Commercial Directorate now and that the 
Eastern Railway had extended this privilege rill the yo Sep: 
tember 1969 pending final decision, The Director, Traffic 
(Trans) promised to expedite the decision, 


The first monthly meeting between the Joint Director. 
Transportation (Coal) and the representatives of the Coal 
Industry was held on 13 May 1969. 


SnD. Hariram, J.D.T. (Coal) introduced himself to mem: 
bers: present as the new incumbent to the post: In his wel- 
come speech he stated that while endeavours were never 
Jacking in achieving ‘higher: levels: of loading according to the 
demand. the results might not always show the peak level af 
Joacting in all months, Careful analysis of the demands, ad- 
jsements in pilot working and operational methods and with 
@ ‘closer liaison between the Trade and the Railways, much 
‘more equitable distribution of coal could be. achieved. 


Sri Chanchani-stated that the share of covered wagons 
for the loading of soft coke and hard coke should he Increased, 
JD-T.. (Coal) replied that as the manufacture of open 
Wheelers had been stopped, covered -g-wheelers fleer was 
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increasing particularly on the Eastern Railway. On the 
Eastern Railway where the bulk of piecemeal soft coke load- 
ing was done, the supply, as it was, was more of covered 
wagons tather than open wagons. | 


Sri Chanchani and Sri U. H. Worah stated that efforts 
should be made by the railways to achieve a daily allotment 
of 2606 wagons in the above-Mughalsarai direction during the 
coming season in accordance with the target already laid down 
by the Railway Board for the Eastern Railway. J-D.T. (Coal) 
stated that the railways were also working towards the. same 
targct level of loading, provided the traffic was cleared at the 
respective destinations steadily by the consumers. 





Sri R. L. Worah, representing 1.C.O.A., stated that he was 
glad to note thar the railways were making a scientific 
approach to the problem relating to an even distribution of 
coal, He only wanted to emphasize that the small collicries 
should be better looked after in the supply of wagons, as their 
very survival depended upon regular clearance of coal. The 
railways should also devise some means for movement of 
more brick-burning coal and soft coke than what had hirherto- 
been achieved. J.D:T. (Coal) explained that a very careful 
watch was being exercised to see that the piecemeal indenrs 
got closer attention and the collieries, particularly in Jharia, 
producing soft coke and hard coke had steadier clearance. 
In order to help more piecemeal loading to be organized in 
Jharis, recently a decision was taken to limit BRE. box rake 
programmes in the Jharia field to only 3 Takes per day and 
equitably distribute the other demands in Asansol, Karan- 
pura and the South Eastern Railway portion of the Bengal- 
Bihar field, This had produced encouraging results. 





The next meeting was held on 22 June 1969. 
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The J-D.T. (Coal) stated that the trend of coal loading 
upto 27 June 1969 had been highly disappointing, particularly 
in the Bengal-Bihar field. In the first fortnight, only 4200 
Wagons per day could be loaded on the Eastern Railway’ por- 
ton on account of non-availability of waguns, The main 
reason was the heavy loading of foodgrains ro the extent of 
900 fo 190G Wagons perday in the Punjab and Haryana areas 
for different destinations in the country, On account: of 
breaches in South India, the movement via Waltair, both to 
Southern and South Central Railways was also impeded till 
the 15th of the month. Within the limited wagon availahility 
ellorts were made to effect equitable distribution, so that no 
particular interest was completely neglected: In the first 
fortnight of June, assistance was given for the loading of BRK 
coal as the season was coming to an end. In the second 
fortnight, industrial and power house demands, both in the 
northern as well as in the southem: spheres, waa given greater 
importance and for this purpose some adjustments were made 
in the loading of loco coal itself for the railways. 


Sri Worah of LMA. stated that while the Trade appre- 
ciated the conditions that had Jed to the low level of coal 
loading in the Bengal-Bihar field, they would also like to know 
whit arrangements the milways had made for gettme miore 
wagons in the years to come. Foodgrain loading would be 
an unnital feature and narursl calamities in. some form or 
‘other could happen again and again. J.1D.T. (Coal) stated thar 
the railways had gone in for additional wagon building pro- 
gramme and manufacturers had been pressed to speed up 
their delivery, Progressively the wagon availability would 
continue to improve in the years to come, 


* 


Sri Sirkar of LMLA,. stated thar 5S, E. Railway was nor 
loading up to the targetted level of 1900 wagons per day, 
J.D.T. (Coal) explained that the daily average loading on 
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5. E. Railway's Bengal-Bihar ficid in the month of June was 
1646 wagons per day, Ac this level of loading, by and large, 
the full demand was met particularly because of allotment 
for Stecl Plants was slightly lower than in previous months. 


Sri Worah aiso pointed out that the demurrage that 
accrued az a resule of detention of wagons on account of 
stoppage of wark by labour owing to the sudden death of 
sti Lal Bahadur Shastri was waived to the: extent of oo per 
cent only and all collieries had been asked to pay 10 per cent 
as nominal demurrage. He stated that if the condition was 
such that no loading was done owing to sudden demise of the 
Prime Minister, the question of charging 10 per cent would 
have no meaning. This matter should be brought agam to 
the notice of the concerned authorities to seé- that full relief 
was given-to all collicries. J.D.T. (Coal) stated that this matter 
would be examined and the results conveyed to the LMLA, 
in due course. 


R. Dectanarton or Coat Inpusrey asa 


fn exercise of the powers conferred by the proviso to sub- 
clause (vi) of clause (n) of section 2 of the Industrial Disputes 
Act, 1947 (14 of 1947), the Central Government, which had 
Previously declared the coal industry to be a public: utility 
service for the purposes of the said Act for a further period 
of aix months from 8 January 1969, extended its duration for 
a further period of six months from Sth July 1969, This was 
published under Notification No. F.1/399/6q-LRI dated 1 July 
1969, issued by the Government of India, Ministry of Labour, 
Employment and Rehabilitation (Department of Labour and 
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Employment) as $.0. 2795 in Part Il, Section (ti) of the 
Gazette of India dared 12 July: 1969. 


The Central Government by a further Notification, No.. 


that dated 23 December 1969, issued by the 
linistry of Labour, Employment and Rehabilitation (Depart- 
ment of Labour and Employment) and published as 5.0, 3) 
in the Gazeite of India, Parr H, Section 3(ii) dated 4 January 
i970, extended the said period for a further period of six 
months from & January 1970. 








5S. Merenxes Berwees toe Representarives of nue 
INDUSTRY Axo THE Ustow ann State GOVERNMENT. 


Besides a number of meetings mentioned in appropriate 
sections in this Report, the representatives of the Coal In- 
dustry held seven high level meetings with the representatives 
of the Union Government during the year, The details are 
piven below; 


!. Meeting with Dr, Ram Subhag Singh, Union Minister 
for Railways, Sri Jagannath Rao, Minister of State 
for Petro-Chemicals and Mines & Metals, $a Parimal 
Ghosh, Minister of State for Railways, Sri G. D. 
Khandelwal, Chairman, Railway Board, Sri P. C. 
Sethi, Minister of State for Finance, and Sri K. 5. R, 
Chari, Adviser, Sad N, © Srivastava, Secretary, and 
Sri N. D. Gupta, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Perro. 
Chemicals and Mines & Metals, on 30 April to 2 t May 
1969 at New Delhi. (Extension of Loe Coal Con- 
tract, Law anid Order situation in the Coalfields and 
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Mecting with Si N, D. Gupta, Joint Secretary to the 
Government of India, Ministry of Petroleum & 
Chemicals and Mines & Metals-on 3 May 1969 at 
Calcutta. (Law and Order sitwition in the Coal 
fields, Recommendations made hy the Study Group 
on Coal Prices regarding subsidy. The necessiry of 
an ad-hoc increase in the rates of subsidy, The collec 
thon of excise duty of 75 Pale per tonne of coal to 
build up a fund for the conservation and development 
of the coking coal industry and. expediting payment 
to be mate thereto and the necessity of mking a 
decision for a further payment of 75 P. per tonne 
after an acceptable scheme of coal sampling), 


Meeting: with Sri Jaisukhlal Hathi, Union Minister 
for Labour, Employment & Rehabilitation,.on 15 July 
1969 at New Delhi’ (Implementation of Wage Board 
recommendations, Variable Dearness Allowance and 
Coal Price), 


Mccting with Sri G. D. Khandelwal), Chairman, Rail- 
way Board, on 15 July 1969 at New Delhi. (Loco 
Coal Tender), 


Meeting with Sri Jaisukhlal Hathi, Minister for 
Lahour, Employment and Rehabilitation, Sri Jngan- 
nath Rao, Minister of State for Petroleum & Chemi- 
cals and Mines & Metals, Sri P. C. Sethi, Minister 
of State for Finance, Sri K. K. Dhar, Director, Mines 


and Metals, ar New Delhi in August 1969. (Loco 


Coal Price, Payment of variable dearness allowance, 
Norms for the issue of certificates reganding imple-. 
mentation of the recommendations of the Wage 
Board by the RIC, Credit facilities and artangement 
for financial accommodation with the Bank of Behar). 
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6. Mecting with the Railway Coal Tender Commitrec 
om ig & 27 August 1969 at New Delhi (Laco Cowl 


7, Meeting with the Railway Coal Tender Committee. 
Dr. Ram Subbag Singh. Minister for Railways, and 
the representatives of the Ministry of Mines & Metals 
at New Delhi in’ September 1969.. (Supply of coal. ro 
the Railways, Coal Prices; Implementation «af Wage 
Board recommendations), 


TION 





Reoco.ations, IQ57- 


The Federation received a letter, No. +/14/69-Mi1., dated 
t4 May 1969, from the Government of India, Ministry: of 
Labour, Employment & Rehabilitation (Department of Labour 
and Employment), together with a copy of the Ministry's 
Notification No. 1/14,/69-ML1. dated 14 April 1969, publishing 
a.draft. of the Coal and Metalliferous Mines (Amendment) 
Regulations, 1969, asking the Federation to send irs comments 
to the Director General of Mines Safety, Dhanbad, by 
t August 1969. The text of the proposed amendment is as 

“Unless permitted in writing by the Chicf Inspector 
and subject to such conditions as he may specify rhere- 
in, no shorfiring or blasting shall be done in an open: 
cast working, if diny railway, public road, or any build- 
ing or other structure, nor belonging to the mine, fies 
anywhere in an wren falling within a radius of 300 
metres from the place of firing or blasting.” 
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The: Committe of the Federation took the view: that if 
written permission of the Director General of Mines Salcty 
was required in every case of shot-firmg or blasting, in case 
any railway, public road or building or other structure lay 
anywhere in un area falling within a radius of 300 metres 
from the place of bring of blasting, it would be a hard job 
for the collieries to carry on diy-teday mining operations. 
The Committee therefore considered that the above proposal 
would result in unnecessary delay and harassment. It was 
further considered by the Federation Committee that the 
existing provision for taking precautionary measures before 
shot-fring was approved by the manager, who. was assigned 
the highly responsible job of looking after the safety of the 
mine, was quite adequate for the purpose. The Federation 


in its letter No. ¢s6/o27 dared. 19 June 1969, forwarded these 


comments on the above lines:to the Director General of Mines 
Safety, Dhanbad. 


The Federation received. another totter: No. 1/21 /6¢-MI 
dated 8 October 1969, from the Under Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, Ministry of Labour, Employment & Rehabili- 
tanon, (Department of Labour & Employment), enclosing « 
copy of a Natification, No, 1/21/6y-MI-. dated ig September 
1969, publishing a draft of the Coal Mines (Amendment) Re- 
Sulations, 1964 and asking the Federation to send ite: com: 
ments: to the Director General of Mines Safety, Dhanbad ‘by 
( January 1970, The Federation considered the proposed 
amendments and forwarded the following comments to the 
Director General of Mines Safety, Dhanbad, in its letter No. 
1779 dated 24 December 1969:— 


“The Committee of the Federation is rather surprised to 
note the use of obsolete expression like the ‘Regional Inspector’ 
and "Chief Inspector’ in several clauses of the proposed amend- 
ment. These words should be properly substituted by: appro- 
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priate nomenclature such as ‘Deputy Director of Mines Safety’, 
‘Director General of Mines Safety’, ete." 


A fiery seam has not been defined anywhere in the draft 
amendment and the Federation Committee, therefore, consi- 
ders that a fiery seam should be precisely defined and incur- 
porated under clause 4(©) of the draft amendment $0 that there 
might not be any occasion for misinterpretation or misyunder- 
standing. 


“Clause 4—Proposed Regtilation raza: 


Tam directed to draw your attention to clause 5 of the 
draft and the provision: of Regulation 123A and supgest that 
the fol ‘ing proviso should be added thereafter: — 





“Provided that the Chief Inspector may permit in any 
mine or part thereof any alternative precatitignary tmeasure 
to betaken in liew of storie dust barrier”, 


Clause No. 11.—Proposed Regulation 13¢(3)a):—Since the 
pressure recording instruments are not available at a reason- 
able-cost and ¢ince their maintenance cost will be abnormally 
high in provision of graph papers and in the up-keep: of instru- 
‘ments, the proposed Sub-Regulation 4(a) should rend as 
iuncicr: 


“a suitable pressure recording gauge or warer gauge and” 


Clause No; 15—Proposed Regulation 136A:—The provi- 
sion of thie clause in regard to the velocity of air curren: at 
specified distance so close to the working faces ix not possible 
during the day-to-day. warking tn Indian Mining conditions 
for reasons enumerated below :— 
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1. Most of the seams in India are thick and hence cross- 
section of the gallery is very lange being generally of the 
order of 12,5 sq. meter to rs sq. meter, So the current 
of the air required to achieve the velocities now proposed 
will be too high and impracticable to achieve. Much 
lesser velocities are quite sufficient to provide adequate 
ventilation and comfortable working conditions at the 
fice. 


3 From the last ventilation connection, the air Current is 
coursed to the face by brattice cloth which is not air 
leak proof and quite much quantity of air leaks through 
it before reaching the face. The brattice cloth ia rempo- 
rarily fixed in the gallery and has to be continuously ex- 
tended in haste with the advancement of the face and 
consequently there is always some gap between the roof 
and fioor and the brattice cloth, more so, because of the 
uneven surface of the roof and floor. 


3 ‘Thin galvanized sheets which can replace the brattice 
cloth and reduce the air leakage to some. extent are not 
available in India in adequate quntities, and would sub- 
stantially increase the. cost. 


4. If the proposed velocities are enforced. the quantiry and 
pressure of the main mechanical ventilawor will have to 
be substantially increased and hence the Main Mechanical 
Ventilator will have to be replaced by higher capacity in 
most of the mines, resulting in much capital investment, 
and much higher running cost, 
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5» Pressure consumed during the coursing, upto the face, “4 

with such velocities will be roo high. These high pres 
sures will lead to 1nsafe condition because of the increased 
risk af spontaneaus heating by the flow of air through 
the cracks in pillars. Recent examples of fire in solid 
pillars in) the Jambad-Kajora ‘area should be an cye- 
opener for us. We are sure thar every mining man, will 
agree that very dangerous condition may be created if 
tus provision is enforced: hecause in thar case the Ventils- 
tion pressure will increase substantially. 


6, As you arc aware, it has been observed in) the past 
safety week celebrations, more than 90% marks have been 
given with regard to ventilation of mines and the existing 
system has evidently been found to be more. than ade- 
quate, The proposed draft Regulation regarding ventila- 
non is therefore considered more or lees based on 
theoretical and ideological concept than on practical con- 
sideration. Moreover, the proposed Regulation regarding 
ventilation as already stated, is impracticable and cannot 
be achieved without substantial increase in costs. Consi- 
dering the debilitated economy of the Coal Industry and 
its extreme difficulty to obtain a fair and economic price 

vi the incidence of the implementation of such 
Sesciivis, the Paterna Committee trusts that the pro- 
posed draft regarding ventilation should not be enacted. 





7- 48 per our information, even in the British Regulutions, 
where the scams being worked are much more gassy, there 
is no reference to the quantities of air supplied per per- 
son employed or on the velocities. We do not know why 
these are required. Surely, the main idea js that condi- 
tions at the working places should be safe and comfort- 
able. Safety has atready been ensured by restriction on 
the percentage of gas present and comfort can be ensuted 
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by specifying the maximum wet bulh temperature read- 
ing or on Kata Thermometer’ readings, 


8. It is, therefore, imperative that this extra regulation 
should) not be introduced. ff at all ir is felt by the 
Government, inspite of all the above factors, thar the 
velocities at different places should be specified; there 
should be as. under:— 


Degreeof Place where the velociry of Velocity 
PussiNess, air is to be measured, of air. 


First degree Immediate outlye ventilation connéction so) | 


Second degree (i) 4.5 metres from working face 
an the. intake side of the 
brattice of partition. is 


(li) 7-5 metres outlye of discharge 

end of an air pipe ; 10 
(iii) at the maximum span of a 

long wall face. 40 


Third degree (i) 4.5 metres from the working 
face on the intake side of 
the brattice or partition. a5 


(ii) 7-6 metres outlye of the dic 
charge end of am air pipe. 40 


(iti) at the maximum span of a 
long wall face, iL 
| Clause 2o—Regulation 146i) (i) 


In many mines of first degree of passiness, it is not 
possible to work with unconnected galleries of less than. 45 
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metres due to various factors like pillar size, water trouble 
and steep Stadient ete, and hence this restriction of 45 metres 
only in mines of first degree of gassiness will require provision 
of bratticing in those mines which will increase the cost of 
production substantially without any compensation in the 
form of gassiness subsidy from the Coal Board in their cates. 
It is, therefore, recommended that the distance may be in- 
creased to 60 metres instead of gs metres, No difficulty in 
working conditions is being experienced upto this distance. 
In our opinion, therefore, the proposed Regulation 146(7) 
should be re-worded as “no gallery in gassy seam of the first 
degree shall be driven to a distance of more than 60 metres 
from the nearest ventilation connection unless air is coursed 
upto a point within 60 metres from the face.” 


Clause 21—Regulation +47;— 


If this provision is implemented, it will mean wppoint- 
ment of body-searchers in cach shift in-mines of first degree or 
Bassincss also which will be extra financial burden on those 
mines without any compensation hy tie Coal Board. It may 
be noted that most of the mines in first degree of gussiness 
are small mines specially in the Jhoria, Nirsa and Salanpur 
Coul Fields: The increase in ctet per tonne in their cases wil! 
be noticeable, The provisions of this Regulation in the case 
of the mines of first degree of paseiness is nor viewed neces- 
sary from the safety point also. Te is, therefore, recom- 
mended that either the preamble to Regulation t47 be re- 
worded as “it every fiery seam or seam of second or third 
degree of passiness; the following provisions shall have effect, 
namely “or preamble should read as “in every mine the fol- 
lowing provisions shall have effect namely—“and sub-clause 
(2) be re-sworded as under;— 
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“for the purpose of ascertaining whether any person pio 
ceeding below ground has in his possession any article as 
aforesaid, a competent person other than the Banksman, 
if any, #hall be appointed in every fiery and gassy scam 
of znd or 3rd degree of gassiness, to search every person 
immediately before he enters the mine. The competent 
person shall be on duty throughout the shift and no 
duties other than those under this Regulation and Regu- 
lation 15s(2} shall be entrusted to him. If any person is 
found below: -eround with any contraband, he and the 
her shall be solely responsible for the contra- 
vention ‘of these regulations”. 








If, inspite of the above, the Government is of the opinion 
that competent person should be appointed in seams of first 
degree of gassiness also, the sulpclatise (2) should be re 
worded as tinder:>— 


“for the purpose of ascertaining whether any person pro 
ceeding below-ground has in hie possession any article as 
aforesaid, a competent person shall he appointed in every 
fiery and gassy seam to search every person imniediately 
before he enters the mine. The competent persan shall 
be on duty throughout the shift and in case of seams of 
second and third degree of gassiness, no duties otter than 
those under this’ Regulation and Regulition 155(2) shall 
be chtrusted to him”. 


Clause 23—Reeulation. ¢31:— 


Since the cost of F.L-P. light fixtures is very very high, 
it is unreasonable and also unnecessary to ask for FLP light 
fixcures ins seame of first degree of gassiness even in the blind 
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ends, We, therefore, suggest that the proposed proviso he 
feworded as “provided that the lighting fixtures: installed 
in @ gassy scam of the second or third degree shall comply 
with the provisions of Indian Electricity Rules, 1966”, 


Chute 2a3—Regulation 166:— 


In Sul-clause (iv) of the proposed Sub-Regulation 5, n0 
mention has been made of the number of shots to be fired 
by a shot firer im case of blasting with fuse and ordinary 
detonators: Tt js, therefore, sugeested that the clause be re 
worded as under :— 


“In the case of open cast working ;— 
(i) 50, 72 a single shot-exploder is used and 


(ii) 120, if multi-shot Exploder is used or blasting is done 
with the help of fuse and plain detonators. 


Clause 29—Regulation 172:—There have been occasions 
now and then when a particular type of explosive is not avail- 
able from the Suppliers, In: such cases and to provide for 
such emergencies, the Regional Inspector should be empowered 
fo permit use of other than the specified explosives in passy 
seam of second degree of fassiness also subject to such con- 
ditions as he may specify for their use, otherwise the mines 
will have to be closed and workers laid off for this: small 
reason, We, therefore, recommend that the proviso of Regu- 
lation 172{2) be re-worded as under: — 





“provided that the Regional Inspector may by an order 
im writing and subject to auch conditions as he may 


( 3s ) 


apectiy therein permit in any gassy seam of rhe first or 
second degree, the use of any explosive other than the 
explosives specified above.” 


Clause 32—Repulation 186(2), Sub-Clause (i}:— 


It is felr that it is unnecessary to provide Flame Safety 
Lamp: to the Supervisory Staff like Fitters, Electricians ete. 
etc. ga at will be difficuly for them no carry the same in adddi- 
tion to the Cap Lamp and their normal tools. Also there is 
no reason. why the persons appointed ro operate any electrical 
machinery in the main intake or at any other place where 
FLP Switch Gear or Motor j is not required, be provided with 
a Flame Safety Lamp. It may be mentioned here that Flame 
Safety Lamps so far available in Indin are of very poor 
standard and their cost is quite high. It is, therefore, recom- 
mended that the proposed special Clause (ii) be reworded as 
“every Operator of machinery or equipment which is required 
to be flame proof under these Regulations, shall be provided 
with an approved Flame Safery Lamp”. 


B. Drarr Rutes—Incomerax (Fourts AMENDMENT) 
Runes, 1940. 


The Federation received a copy on. > June cif the draft 
Rules, published in the Gazette of India (Extra-Ordinary) 
dated the 24th May, 1969, 10 amend the existing Rules relat- 
ing to the schedule of rates of depreciation allowance under 
the Incometax Rules, to62 from Mr. A. Bagchi, Under Secre-- 
tary, Central Board of Direct Taxes, Government of India, 
with a request for comments 
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The Committee of the Federation considered the draft 
tules and in a communication, No, 1047 dated 14 July 1969, 
addressed to Si A, Bagehi, offered the following comments 
for consideration of the Central Board of [rect Taxes:— 


While appreciating that the proposed move of the Central 
Board of Direct Taxes to enhance the current rate of depre- 
Cation ts prompted by the changing price level and the intla- 
onary trend and the need to give adequate incentive for 
capital formation, the Federation, representing the Coal In- 
dustry, considers that the method af providing for deprecia- 
Hon should be on a straight-line method without reducing the 
depteciation rates, as proposed under the Draft Rules, De: 
preciation should, therefore, be a fixed proportion of a per- 
“Cerntage of the cost Of asset, It is an admitred fact that the 
straight-line method, which is simple, effective and easy to 
calculate, would prove more auitable for the Coal Industry 
af it evens out the charge of depreciation by providing a 
fixed percentage of the original cost in such a manner that in 
seach year it bears on equal burden of fixed expenditure and 
affords data for judging ¢compatative costs qind operational 


CCCI Y. 





Although the proposed rate: of (lepreciation are to some 
extenr an improvement on the existing rates, the Committee 
of the Federation feels. thar they are not adequate for the 
treation of internal resources for replacement of equipments 
when they reach the economic fife. It appears that’ the rutca 
of depreciation have been worked out on the basis of the life 
of the muchinery as in the Unired Kingdom, The Federation 
Committee, however, points out thar the standard of tepairs 
anil maintenance obtaining in the U.K. cannot be enforced 
in this country where, owing to the-climatic and other factors, 
the life of the machinery has to be mken at 25% fess than 
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what it is in the U.K. The Federation Committee trusts, thar. 
thie aspece will be kepr'in mind while finalizing the dratt 
Rules, 


The Committee of the Federation would further like to- 
draw your attention to the fact that the Goal Industry, operar- 
ing a wasting asset, should be entitled to a more liberal depre- 
ciation allowance particularly with regard to the following: — 


Latp ann Burtpies + 
(A) Surface eehty and land destroyed in opencast mining : 


In cases: where collieries are required to purchase surface 
lands, particularly for depillaring purposes, it is. submitted 
thar the pro tanto cost, incurred for the area rendered useless 
by formation of goaves caused by depillaring, should be 
allowed to be written. off. Similarly, the operation of land 
destroyed in opencast mining should also be written off in the 
year in which such Jand is destroyed. 


(B) Bistliling ; 


In cases where buildings in: mining areas, whether resi- 
Hential or industrial, constructed over the coal-bearing lands, 
ate demolished am account of mining operation, the entire 
value of such buildings as on the date of demolition should 
be allowed to be written off. Ir is observed that the current 
rates of depreciation varying from’2.5% te 7.37% in the case of 
buildings have not been increased to any extent in the pro- 
posed draft Rules, 
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- In view of the accelerated pace of deterioration: of buildl- 
ings particularly in mining areas the Federation Committés 
suggests thar the rate of depreciation allowance ‘should’ be 
substantially increased from between 25% and 7.5% 
between 5% and ;o%, 


(C) Deprectaiton on small items of equipments: 


The collieries have a large number of small items of 
capital assets the value of which ranges between Re ¥3/- and 
Rs. 3000/-. In the last budget the Finance Ministry intro- 
duced a new clause in respect of depreciation of small ‘capital 
#sstts up to Rs, 750/- by which the entire depreciation can 
be written off in the year in which it is installed, The Fede- 
ration Committee wishes to submit that in view of the 
increase in the prices of small equipments the above limit of 
Rs. 750/- should be raised to cover equipments costing up to 


AD) Cost of Winning and Prospecting Coal: 


In respect of all the expenditure laid out for searching 
and for winning access to deposits, efe..all_ expenses including 
those on abortive outlay should he treated as revenue ex- 


Extra Shift Allowance: 


The proposed amendment. does nor allow extra shift 
allowance 10 various industries including coal mining, It is 
a well-known fact thar perhaps of all industries the mining, 
particularly coal mining, has not been able to modernize or 
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sophisticare its operation to the extent that other Indian 
industries particularly the mining industries of the developed 
nations have been able to-achieve. The Federation Com- 
mittee strongty feely that conditions in India being what they 
are the denial of extra shift allowance is unjustified, The 
follawing points may be considered in favour of extra shift 
allowance for the coal mining industry :— 


(1) The coal mining is more hazardous than other min- 
ing industries and as such deserves extra shift allow- 
ance, 


(2) Various types of accidents, such as inundations, fires, 
root-falls, etc, not only affect the plant and machinery, 
but-also life of «a mine. 


(3) The cost of repairs and maintenance of plant and 
equipments is continuous. Moreover, loss due “10 
breakdown is-very heavy and any breakdown, even of 
a minor nature, may affect the entire operation: of 
mine, 


(4) Cost of replacing machinery is so exhorbitant thar the 
owner has to rely on tepairs at the cost of efficiency 
of the mine, 

(5) Insurance premiums on collieries, machinery, equip- 
ments and workmen's compensation are comparatively 

very high, 





Besicles, coal is a wasting asset. Generally speaking no 
land depreciates in value, but every ton of coal extracted re- 
duces the value of a mine and any impending tlosure of a 
coal mine when its reserves are exhausted creates a host of 
problems, The raising cost of coal increases every year owing 
to economic conditions and various laws for welfare of 
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workers and safety of mines. All these factors have, com- 
pured with conditions in other industries, resulted in a. negli- 
gible plough-back of the funds, thus affecting the develop- 
ment of the mining industry, | 


The coal mines are working round the clock for three 
shifts anil to deprive the coal companies the extra shift allow- 
ance in yarious items, listed particularly in: respect of items 
under LUB(1o) “Mines and Quarries”, “Surface and unider- 
ground machinery”, etc., marked (N-ES.A,) and on items 
covered by FV(a), (5) and (>) of the Draft Rules, would be 
extremely unfair, The Federation Commiree, therefore, 
trusts that the Government would be pleased to allow extra 
shift allowance particularly for the above-mentioned jrems, 


The Committee of the Federation would also like to draw 
your attention op the fact that the life of all electrical machi- 
nery particularly indigenous equipment used in the surface 
and underground is mueh shorter than that of the imported 
anes and, therefore, the rate of depreciation allowance for the 





electrical machinery should be increased at least from the 


current rate of 10%, to ar least: 5%. 


The Committee of the Federation urves shat the prol- 


lems attendant on the changing price Jevel and inflationary 
trend and the need for giving ‘real capital’ to she industry 
by way of depreciation reserves should also be kept in mind 
and that along with depreciation the need for other jncen- 
tive: for internal capital formation, viz, a higher mte for 
development rebate and reducing the period for the sale of 
assets which qualify for development rebate for eight to five 
veurs, should he considered, 
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The Committee of the Federation held an exigency 
meeting on 6 May 1969 ro record its profound grief ar the 
sudden death of Dk, Zacm Husatw, the highly esteemed 
President of India, on 3 May, The Committers adopted a 
resolution describing Dr. Zakir Husain as the finest embodi- 
ment of the country’s secular heritage, and: declared that in 
his death the country had lost a great educationist and 
humanist. 





The Committee regrets to report that death exacteit 
rather an unusually heavy toll during the vear from amon per 
the membership of the Federation. ‘The details are piven 
below: 


(1) Sat Nacesxpranans Monpar, father of Sri Dhajic 
dhary Mondal, a Committee Member of the Federation, died 


‘on #2 January 196). The late Sri Mondal was associated 


with a number of social and philanthropic organizations. 


(2) Sat M. Sex Gurta, who was the Chairman of the 
Federation during the Golden Jubilee year 1963, the Presi- 
dent of the Jharin Branch and a member of the Committe: 
for 22 years, passed away suddenly om ts March 196. The 
Jate Sri Sen Gupta was also the Vice-President of the Jharia 
Mines Board of Health for ceveral years and was associated 
with a number of public bodies and philanthropic organi- 


(3) Ser Detragcar J. Cranertayt, Barrister-at-Law, who 
was a member of the Committee in 1952, died suddenly on 


ar 
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30 April 1969. He started his career as a Barrister-atLaw in 
the Bombay High Court, later joining. the coal business of 
his family. 


(4) Kustan Pasveatinata Mautan oF Seansove, who was 
» Committee member of the Federation from 1949 te 1954 
died on g September, The late Sri Maliah was closely asso- 
ciated with a number of social and philanthropic organiza 
tions in the Raniganj arcs. 


(s) Sm S, D. Saersta, who died on 18 September: 1969, 
was the Founder-Ghairman of the Shethia group of concerns, 
Bhatat Salt and Chemical Industries. (Mundra-Kurch) and 
ales Founder-Director of Saurashera Cement & Chemical In- 
dustrics Lid. .and Indian Coal Shipping Corporation Ld. He 
was a trustee of Bhowanipore Gujarati Education Society and 
‘Trustee and Chairman ef the Managing Committce of the 
Gujarati Education Society and Rajbai and Dharamsi Memo- 
rial Trust) His-son, Sri B.S. Shethia, is 2 Committee mem- 
her of the Federation. 


(6) Sar B, 1, Acamwatts, President, Indian Colliery 
Owners’ Association, died in Jharia on 8 November 1960. 
He was a Jeading personality in the coal industry who was 
equally conversant with: the technical as well as commercial 
side of the Industry. His sudden death ts therefore a serious 
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The Committee of the Federation mourned the above 
deaths by appropriate resolutions passed at its meetings, 


V. EK. Poddar, Chairman, 


H. N. Mookherjec, 


Vi 
P. K. Nag, 


N. B. Lall Singha, 
Inder Mohan Thapar. 
Mulchand C. Parekh. 
5, B, Goenka, 

Babulal M, Varma. 
Pritamla! A. Chanchanj. 
Khagendranath Dyatr, 
& N. Mullick. 


Sudhindranath Mukherjee, 


Nathmul Bhuwalka 


25 February t97o. 





B.S, Shethia, 


Dev Coomar Singhi. 


B, D. Sharma. 


$. D. Neotia. 

Manmohan Kakar. 

Dhbajadbari Mondal. 

Dinendranath Dash. 

S. K. Sarnogi. 

]. C, Worah, 

Stiram Goenka. 

Nirmal Kumar Jain. 

Subhendranath Mookherjec. 
M. Das, Secretary. 
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Vil. STATISTICS 


STATEMENT SHowine Rautnos ano Desearcues oF Coat 
J8 Inca Durino 1968 ann 1969. 





196d 1969 
6,418,039 6,467,200 
6,392,317 6,265,435 
6,429,766 6,585,649 
6,339,940 6,877,179 
6,511,047 6,90) 321 
5, 062,026 6.45 
5,965,688 6.47 
5,861,887 6.32 | 
6,014,740 6.21 | Provisional 
6,011,540 6.51 | 
6,450,210 644) 

2G, 6.73 
74,926,400 78.37 
Despatches 
1968 1969 
5,057,585 6,079,406 
5,021,160 5,642 071 
5,760,695 6,078,428 
5.543125 6,179,117 
5,583,579 B7,370 
5,166,195 5.97 
5,235,667 5.83 
5,454,000 5.03 
5,620,659 5.7! | Provisional 
5,745,217 5.72 
5,635,667 3.0 
5,827,145 5.70 
65,751 toe 70,69 
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STATEMENT Snowrse Frecowise Raines, Desratcues: 


Name of Fields 


Andhra = 
Assam & Nagalands 
Jamon & Kashmi 
Aisiinrasinn 
“ladhya Pradesh ... 
. jasthan cae 


ToTaL ir 


IE, Despatches: 
Name of Fields 
West Bengal 


Riher se 


L967 


4,163,535 
480.698 
2),035,089 
90,251,731 
1.337.508 
1,171,086 
10,765,205 
2.057 
9.927,350 


71,149,259 





1967 


3,837,947 
498,919 
18,679,918 
24,619,241 
1,329,708 
1,100,275 
10,553,862 
3,42] 
2,927,560 


63,550,844 


168 


3.968.712 
507,747 
4,102 
20,071,086 
31,795,925 
1,561,643 
1,905,053: 
11 587,252 
3.733 
4.12) 147 


--74.996,400 


1968 
3,853,207 
511,166 
7,001 
18,811,907 
25,400,529 
1,519,549 
1,257,982 
11,277,410 


3,607 


4,109,147 


66,751,492 


* January to May 1969, 


1969" 


1,514,350 
252.878 
5,545 
6,565,604 
14,909,433 
576,630 
5,080,917 
61 
1,842,337 


33,504,784 


1969" 


1 438,790 
234,777 
8,192 
8,161,259 
11,972,582 
746,46 
590,609 
5,054,131 
69 

1,629: 337 


30,036,392 


i 
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IH. Comparative Statement Showing Stocks of Goat 
at in 1967, 1968 and 1969 


Name of Fields 
Andhra 
Assam & Nagalands 


Jammu & Kashmir 


West Bengal 
Bihar 


Madhya Pradesh .... 


Rajasthan 


1967 


984,515 


1.972 


1,316,421 
9.599 675 
27,470 


241,783 


403,128, 


Lt 


5,578,065 


* 31 May 1969. 


1968 
1,007,631 
4,601 
8,550 
1,274,890 
9,763,150 
49.204 
917,113 


607,851 


32,000 


5,985,078 


1969* 
1,035,677 
2.937 
5,452 
1,108,461 
4,164,237 
65,599 
169,219 


485,211 


33,00) 


"6,069,793 
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ALLOTMENT AND LoADING 


Comparative Daily Average Wagon Loading by Eas 
and South Eastern Railways in 196 & 1969, 


E. Rly. 


January « 4,351 
February . $510 


April ie 
May 
June 
July 


November 
Average of the 


4,525 
4,578 


vee 48 
vee 4,017 
we 4,064 
August aoe 249! 
September  .., 

October ait 


4,773 
4,00) 


ny; hee, 
. 4,469 


4404 


196% 


4.644 
4.60] 
4,845 
4,778 


4813 


4,618 


4,748 


S.E. Rly. 


Lobe 


1565 
1510 
1 466 
L526 
1,437 
1,325 
| AH 


1,391, 


1,528 


1526 


1,583 
L603 


L495 


1969 


1,657 
1,675 
1,642 
1,656 
1,695 
| 645 
1,622 
1,614 
1,734 
| 524 
1509 


1.553 


1,630 


Total 


1968 


oS ih. 
6,07] 

3,989 
5,4 
Ee 
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(In million. tonnes) 

Grade | Dispatches Stocks 

‘A’ 0.35! 0.009 
B 0.171 0.012 

Cc 0.987 0.016 

dD 0.873 (057 

E 2.289 (0352 

. FE 3.701 0253 
G 2.589 0,099 

H 1.767 0.045 

HH 2.309 0.300 

Toran 15.037 | 0.628 
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